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To all whom it moy concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM FREDERIC
STEGGALL, gentleman, a subject of the Queen
of Great Britain and Ireland, residing at 68
Cambridgeroad, Mile End, London En oland,
have invented certain new Implovements in
Connection with a Combined Trousers Presser
and Stretcher, of which the followinﬂ* is a
specification.

This inventioi relates to an meroved ap-
paratus for pressing and stretching trousers,
the act of pressing causing the trousersat the
same time to beautomatically stretched. For
this purpose I provide anordinary press com-
posed of a top and bottom plate or board
coupled together near each end by cross bars
or strips and vertical side bolts or serews pro-
vided with adjusting-nuts.
forward bolts or serews and nutsis connected
a set of pivoted bars crossing each other and
arranged in the manner of a lazy-tongs.
the forward ends of these bars are connected

two wooden or metal cross pieces or bars, be-.

tween which the upper end of the trousersis
gripped in the act of stretching. The inner
sides of these cross pieces or bars and of the
plates or boards of the press are slightly hol-
lowed out or recessed at their centers for re-
ceiving the seams of the trousers and per-
mitting the whole surface of the latter being
oripped or pressed evenly. The trousers are
laid lengthwise between the plates or boards,
and the nuts at the rear end are screwed
down to hold them tightly at that end. The
upper end of the trousers is then placed be-
tween the cross pieces or bars at the forward
end. The nuts on the bolts at this end are
then scérewed down, thereby causing the lazy-
tongs bars to be extended forward and the
cross pleces or bars to be drawn together, so
as to tightly grip the top end of the trousers
between them. Thus the actof drawing the
plates or boards together to press the trousers
also causesthem to beautomatically stretched
by means of thetwo sets of barsorlazy-tongs
at the front end of the press.

Referring to the accompanying sheet of
drawings, Figure 1 is a side elevation, and
Fig. 2 a plan, of the improved apparatus.
Fig. 3 is a cross-gsection through the presser
plates or boards, and Fig. 4 shows a modified
form of slotsin the end barsof the lazy-tongs.
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a d’ are the top and bottom presser-boards,
and b b’ are the cross-bars, fixed to the outel
sides thereof.

The bars b aré provided at each end with

55

an open slot 6° and the bars 6’ with a square

hole b3

~ ¢ ¢ are the side bolts, formed with a square
portion fitting into the holes 0° and provided
with adjusting thumb- nuts c%

The nuts ¢? of the bolts ¢’ are each provided
with a loose collar d, to which is pivoted at
d'abare, pivoted to and crossing another bar
e, engaging at: one end with the square pot-
tion of the bolts ¢'. Lo the other ends of the
bars ¢ ¢ are -also pivoted other cross-bars ¢?
e’. The forward ends of these bars, on each
side of the apparatus, are connected together
by the cross pieces or bars 1.

The barse, ¢/, €, and ¢ on each side are ar-
ranged and act in a similar manner to that of
a lazy -tongs, so that as the nuts ¢® on the
bolts ¢’ are screwed down the cross pieces or
bars f f' are not only brought together to grip
the trousers placed between them, but they
areforced orcarried forward from the presser-

‘boards a a', thereby stretching the trousers

held between the said boards. |

The outer ends of the cross-bars e® ¢® are
formed with two or more inclined slots €%, in
which the axes 7% of the bars f /' are held and
by means of which the distance between the
said bars may be adjusted for receiving one
or more pairs of trousers and the stretching
power of the lazy-tongs be regulated.

In some cases I may form the bars ¢°® €3 on
one side of the stretcher with rectangular
openings or slots, two of which are shown at
e’, Fig. 4, instead of the inclined slots €4, the
Spmdles ]"2 of the cross-pieces ff" bemo* of
rectangular section at that end to fitinto and

| be held in said slots.

When using the apparatus, the nuts ¢? are
loosened and the trousers placed between the
boards a a’. The nuts on the rear bolts.c are
then screwed down to hold the trousers
tightly, and the upper end of the trousers are

placed between the cross-pieces f f', after

which the nuts on the front bolts ¢ are also

| serewed down, so as to bring the pressure of
the top board a equally upon the trousers.

The latter are represented by the dotted lines
in Fig. 11in their pressed and stretched posi-
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tion. The inner surfaces of the boards are
slightly hollowed out or recessed, as shown
at ¢ in Fig. 3, to leave room for the seams of
the trousers, so that the edges of the latter
may be as equally pressed as the centers.
The upper end of the trousers having been
placed between the cross-pieces 1 ', as before
described, the screwing down of the nuts on
the bolts ¢’ causes the said end of the trousers
to be gripped between fand /', while by the
action of the lazy-tongs arrangement of bars
carrying the latter the trousers are antomat-
ically stretched at the same time they are
pressed.

Having now fully described the nature of
my sald invention, what I claim, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Acombined trousers presser andstretch-
er comprising two plates or boards fitted with

adjusting or tightening screws or bolts and

nuts constituting the presser, and a series of
pivoted cross-bars fitted to the bolts and nuts
at one end of the presser, in the manner of a
lazy-tongs, and carrying at their other end
two cross-pieces between which the upper

| end of the trousers is gripped for stretching
the same by reason of these ends coming to-

gether by the extending action of the said
cross-bars owing to the pressure exerted upon
the ends by means of the nuts being serewed
down upon them substantially as described.

2. In a trousers presser and stretcher the
combination of two plates, or boards such as
a, a’ provided with bars b, b’ formed with slots
b* B3, for receiving and holding the bolts or
screws ¢, ¢, and the pivoted eross-bars or
lazy-tongs devices ¢, €, €%, e® connected to the
front bolts ¢/, and to the nuts ¢? thereon by
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means of a loose collar d, and carrying the

cross-pieces f, f', adjustably mounted in the
slots e, or e° formed in the front eross-bars
e, ¢° substantially as deseribed and for the
purposes specified.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM FREDERIC STEGGALLL

Witnesses: -
FREDERICK MICAH MELLOR,
JOSEPH RICHARD GRAY.
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