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To all whomv it may concermn: |
Be 1t known that I, THOMAS O. CURTISS, a
citizen of the United States, residing in New
York city,borough of Richmond, State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Button-Sticks and Cleaning-
shields, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. |
In this class of devices, of whichIamaware,
the edges of the buftons have been held so

close to the surface of the shield or protector |

that the brush could not conveniently reach
the edges to polish them.

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
convenient device adapted to hold buttons so
that they may be readily cleaned while still
attached to the garment, and one of the prin-
cipal features of my invention is that the de-
vice will hold the buttons in such position that
their edges as well as their outer surfaces can
be reached for the purpose of polishing them.

A farther object of the invention is to so ar-
range the device that it may act as a shield
to pass between buttons attached to a stiff
article-——such as a helmet, harness-saddle,and

thelike—where the immaterial of the partcarry-

ing the button will not readily bend, so as to
be used in accordance with the part of my
invention above mentioned.

In carrying out my invention I provide a

button-stick having a slot adapted to receive
the shanks of buttons, the edges of which slot
areralsed above the main surface of the shield,
so as to elevate the buttons from said surface
to present their edges in position to be pol-
ished. By preference I provide a stick or
shield in two parts hinged together, the raised

- edges of which parts are adapted to register,
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so that the parts of the shield can be spread
apart to receive the shanks of the buttons in
the slot and can then be closed against said
shanks, | |

The invention also consists in the novel de-
talls of improvement and the combinations of
parts that will be more fully hereinafter set
forth and then pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part hereof, wherein—

Figure 118 a face view of a button-stick and
cleaning-shield embodyingmyimprovements.
IFig. 2 is a cross-section on the line 2 2 in Fig.

| ton on a garment; and Fig. 3 is a detail see-

1

tion on the line 3 3 in Kig. 1.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
similar numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several views, 1 2 indi-
cate plates, strips, or the like shown provided
with handles 1* 2*, that are recessed on their
outer edges, so that when brought together
they will form a space 3, adapted to receive a
button. The plates 1 2 are to be hinged to-
gether, so that they can spread apart and bé
reversed in position, and for this purpose I
have shown a bar 4, pivotally connected to
sald plates,as by rivetsor the like 4*, the outer
ends 1° 2° of the plates 1 2 being shown curved,
so that theycan beswungaround and reversed

in position, whereby the longitudinal edges

on opposite sides of the plates can be brought
into juxtaposition by swinging the plates on
their pivots. In orderto hold the plates rig-
1dly from longitudinal movement relatively

i 10 each other when they are in their closed
| position, as shown in Fig. 1, by preference I

depress the outer ends of the plates1 2 at 1¢ 2¢
to form shoulders 1¢ 2¢, that are in such posi-
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tion that the bar 4 will rest against them, as

shown in Fig. 3, whereby said shoulders and
the bar 4, in conjunction with the pivots 42,
act to lock the parts from relatively longitu-
dinal movement. Itisevident, however, that
the parts 1 2can be otherwise hinged together,
1f desired. Betweentheedges?d 6 of the plates
1 2 1sa slot 7, adapted toreceive the shanks of
buttons 8, and at one end of the slot the ma-
terial of the plates is preferably left at 9 to
provide an abutment to limit the movement
of the button-shank in the slot, and nedr the
opposite end of the plates—that is to say, be-
tween the inner end of slot 7 and the handles
1* 2*—the edges 1° 2° of said plates are adapt-
ed to register, and they thus form abutments
to prevent outward movement of the button-
shanks from the slot. _

The edges 5 6 of the plates 1 2 are raised
from the surface of the plate, so as to form a

8o
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channel beneath them, as shown in Fig. 2,

and the webs 10 11 preferably incline out-

wardly from the edges 5 6 to the main part of
the plates 1 2, and by preference at the june-
tion of the parts 1 10 and 2 11 are grooves or

IQ0O

depressions 12 13, adapted to receive powder -

1, showing the button-stick applied to a but- | that may be brushed off of the buttons. As
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shown in Fig. 2, when the button-shank is
clamped belween the edges 5 6 the material
of the garment or other fabric 14 will bend
and passupintothechannel under said edges,
particularly when the button-shank is short,
and 1t will furthermore be seen that the edges
of the button are raised from the main sur-
face of plates1 2in such position that a brush
can be conveniently rubbed against them in
addition to being rubbed across the surface
of the buttons.

The opposite ed.ﬂ'es 15 16 of the plates 1 2 |
are shown flat and b&» preference are provided

with opposed notches or recesses 15 16*, that
are adapted to register when the plates 1 2
are swung around on their pivots, so that the
edges 15 16 will abut, which notches are
adapted to receive the shanks of buttons. It
will be understood that when the edges 15 16

come together they will only be the thickness

of the plates 1 2, and can thus be pushed un-
der buttons that have short shanks and that
are attached to rigid articles—such as a hel-
met, harness-saddle, and the like—and when
in such position will act as a shield to keep
the powder or cleaning material that is used
on the buttons from bemﬂ' Torcibly brushed
from the articles carrying the buttons. It
will likewise be seen that when the button is
held between the edges 5 6 of the plates, asin

Iig. 2, the button- sbwL will act as a shield
to keep the cleaning material from bemg for-

cibly brushed upon the garment, and as sev-
eral buttons can be held at the same time in
the slot 7 and their edges can be pushed into
contact they will substantially close said slot.

I do not limit my invention to the precise

details of construction shown and described,
as they may be varied without departing from
the spirit thereof.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A device of the character described com-
prising & pair of plates or strips hinged fo-
gether so that corresponding pairs of edges

may be brought into substantially parallel

juxtaposition “to receive button-shanks be-
tween them respectively, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. A device of the character deseribed com-
prising a pair of plates or strips and a trans-

verse par pivoted thereto so that pairs of
edges may be brought into juxtaposition to
receive hutton-shanks between them by re-

J

versing therelative position of the plates, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. A device of the character described com-
prising a pair of plates having shoulders or
abutments near their outer ends and a cross-
bar pivotally connected with said plates,
whereby said shouldersand bar may abut, and
whereby opposite edges of said plates may be

brought into juxtaposition to receive button-

shanks between them, substantlally as -de-
scribed.

4. A deviceof the character descmbed com-
prising a body having.a slot to receive but-
ton-shanks, the opposed edges of said slot be-
ing raised from the smface of the body pro-
wdmﬂ' a channel beneath them and a slot be-
tween them, whereby a button can be held
raised from the surface of the body to enable
1ts edges to be polished, subatantially as de-
scribed.

5. A device of the character deseribed com-
prising a body having a longitudinal slot the

‘edges of which are raised from the surface of

the body providing a channel on the opposite
side, and an abutment at the end of the slof,
substantml]y as described. |

0. A device of the character described com-
prising two plates or strips pivotally con-
nected together and adapted to form a slot to
receive button - shanks between them, the

edges of said slot being raised from the sur-
face of the plates, the ma,telml of the plates

forming abutments to limit the movement of
the bubton shanks 1n the slot, substantially
as deseribed.

7. A device of the character deseribed com-
prising a pair of plates or strips connected to-
gether and having a slot between them, and
handles extending from said plates having re-

cessed edges to fmm a space for the passage

of buttons into the slot, substantially as de-
scribed.

8. A device of thecharacter described com-
prising a pair of plates orstrips pivotally con-
nected together and each having an edge

raiged fmm the surface of the plate adapted
to be brought into juxtaposition, the oppo-
site edge of ‘each plate havingnotches adapted
to 1eg15te1 when said edges “of the plates are
brought together, substantia,lly as described.
TITOS. O. CURTISS.
Witnesses:
T. I¥. BOURNE,
IY. K. TURNER.
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