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L

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ALVIN C. WAKEMAN, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Wa-

terloo, in the county of Jefferson and State of
Wisconsin, have invented newand useful Im-
provements in a Combined Washbench and
Ironing - Board, of which the following is &

specification. |

My invention relates to improvements in
combined washbenches and ironing-boards.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device of general utility for washing and iron-
ing purposes and which will greatly reduce
the labor involved in the performance of such
duties, regard being had for simplicity of con-
struction and convenience in manipulation
and storage. - |

Inthefollowing description referenceis had

~ to the accompanying drawings, in which—
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Figure 1 is a side elevation with the iron-

ing-board in position for use and with dotted
lines indicating the manner in which the tub
is tilted when it is desired to empty the same.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the bench. Fig. 3 1s
a side view in section of the bench as it ap-
pears when folded. Fig. 4 is a cross-section
view drawn on line Y Y of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 1s
an enlarged detail showing the supports of
the brace-rods. Fig. 6 is an edge view of the

sanme.

Like parts are identified by the same ret-
erence-letters throughout the several views.

The body of my bench consists 1n a flat-bot-
tomed trough A, divided by a partition B into
compartments C and D. The compartment
C is water-tight, being preferably lined with
tin or zinc and provided with a drain-aper-
ture which may be closed by a stopper C'.
The compartment C is crossed transversely
by a bar B’, over which the tub may be tilted,
as hereinafter explained. The compartment
D need not be water-tight, and, if desired,
the bottom may be formed of slats or any
other similar material. _

E is a support hinged at e to the end wall
E’ of the compartment D and adapted to pre-
vent the tub from tipping in that direction,
as hereinafter explained.

One end of the body A is provided with an
extension F, hinged thereto at 1 f and adapt-
ed when in the horizontal position to support

r ]

| This extension is adapted to fold ov%r ﬁpoﬁ

the body, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 8.

When the extension is in a horizontal posi-
tion, 1ts upper surface is in substantially the
same plane as that of the upper side edges of
the body A along the compartment D, while

‘the sides of the compartment C from the bar

B’ to the end of the body are raised to pre-
vent the water from splashing out of the com-
partment when the contents of the tub are
emptied into 1t. _
little above the plane of the side edges of the
compartment D, so as to support the tub in a
convenient position for tilting, as indicated
by dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2. |

The body is supported upon folding legs G,
braced by rods H, which are hinged at or near
the center-of the body and provided with
notches h, adapted to engage the lower cross-
rungs ¢ of the legs, as best illustrated in Kig.
1. Toprevent the brace-rods from wabbling,
and thus hold the entire structure in a stable

position, I have provided a pair of curved

guide-bars I, which are secured at I' to the
under side of the body and serve as guides
for the brace-rods H. | |
At the opposite end of the body from the
extension K, I have provided a removable
frame K, having at its lower end pins L,
adapted to engage in staples L', projecting
frem the body, as best shown in Fig. 1. An
additional support for the frame IC is fur-
nished by hooks M. An ironing-board N is
provided with a pair of cleats n n on its un-
der side near each end, between which the
cross-rungs at the free ends of the frame IK
and extension-piece If are adapted to be en-
gaged, the extension-piece F being raised to
a vertical position, as shown in Fig. 1.
When the device is used as a washbench,
the tub is supported on the sides of the body
A and the support E and projects partially
over the compartment C, between the bar I3’
and the partition B. A clothes-basket, tub,
or washboiler may be placed upon the exten-

sionF, and it will be understood thata wringer

may be located between the tub and clothes-
basket orupon the tub in a well-known man-

ner. (Notillustrated inthe drawings.) It will

be observed that theside of the tub which pro-
jects over the compartment Cis unsupported.

a clothes-basket, tub, or other similar article. | The tub may therefore be easily tilted in this

The bar B'is also raised a
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direction until its side bears upon the cross- |

plece B', which supports the tub in its tilted
position until a large portion of the water is
discharged, when the tub may easily be ad-
ditionally tilted over the bar to discharge the
remaining water. The objectof the bar B'is
to prevent the tub from tipping too quickly
when its center of gravity passes the line of
support on the sides of the body A, for the
movement of the wateras the tub is tilted ren-
ders the latter very unstable and difficult to
hold withouta stop or bearing, such as the bar
B', against which the tub may be temporarily
brought to rest.

The compartment D may be used as a
clothes-drainer or for sprinkling clothes or
other similar purposes..

When used for-ironing, the extension F is
turned to a vertical position and the frame K
attached to the body, as shown in Fig. 1, the
ironing-hoard being then placed in position,
with the cleats n engaging the cross-rungs
and /" of the frame and extension-piece, re-
spectively. This construction will be found
very convenient for the purpose, inasmuch as
the end of the ironing-board, supported by
the frame K, may be readily raised at any time
to permit shirts or similar articles of wearing-
apparel to be slipped onto the end of the
board,after which the board may be reén gaged
by the frame until the process of ironing such
article is completed.

Having thus described my invention,what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. A washbench provided with a trough-
shaped body adapted toreceive atub uponthe
sides thereof, and having a water-receiving
compartment crossed by a transverse bar in a
higher plane than the tub, supporting side
edges, and adapted to furnish a bearin g for
the tub when tilted upon the supporting side
edges of the body, substantially asdeseribed.

2. A washbench, provided with a trough-
shaped bodyand adapted toreceiveatubu pon
the sides thereof; adjustable folding legs se-

cured to said body; notched brace-rods for
holding said legs in various positions of ad-
justment; and an extension-piece hinged to
one end of the body and adapted to be folded
over upon the body, said body being divided
into compartments, one of which is crossed by
a transverse bar arranged to furnish a bear-
ing for the side of the tub when partially tilted
upon the side edges of the body, substantially
as described.

3. A washbench provided with a trough-
shaped body, divided into compartments by
a transverse partition; a folding tub-support
located in one of said compartments; and a
transverse bar crossing the other of said com-
partments, over which the tub is adapted to
be tilted, substantially as described.

4. A washbench provided with a trough-
shaped body, divided into compartments by
a transverse partition; a tub-support located
in one of said compartments; a transverse bar
crossing the other of said compartments,over
which the tub is adapted to be tilted: and an
extension-piece hinged to one end of said body
and adapted to receive a clothes-basket or
similar article, substantially as deseribed.

5. A washbench comprising a body ; folding
legs hinged thereto; brace-bars pivotally se-
cured to the body near the center thereof and
provided with notches adapted to engage the
cross-rungsof said legs; curved guide-bars se-
cured to the body nearits center, and adapted
toprovide a lateral support for the brace-bars;
a removable frame adapted to be secured to
sald body in a vertical positionat oneend; and
a hinged extension adapted to be raised to a
vertical position at the other end; together
with an ironing-board; and means for attach-
ing the same to said frame and said extension,

substantially for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.
ALVIN C. WAKEMAN.
Witnesses: |
M. A. WILLIAMS,
I, I1. PORTER.
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