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To all whom it maiy concern:

Be it known that we, ALBERT A. TISDALE
and GEORGE T. LAMONT, residing at Leomin-
ster, county of Worcester, State of Massachu-
setts, have invented an Improvement in Go-
Carts, of which the following desecription, in

connhection with the accompanying drawings,

is a specification, like letters and numerals on
the drawings representing like parts.

This invention relates to go-carts; and the
object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved vehicle of this character having either
its dash or back adjustable, or both adjustable
simultaneously, and means operative there-
with for rapidly shifting said parts individu-
ally or simultaneously and for firmly securing
them in desired positions. |

The invention includes as one of ifs essen-

tial features a go-cart consisting of a body, a
dasher, and a back, one of said parts being
shiftable relatively to the body, and self-lock-
ing means operable with said shiftable part,
and theseseveral members may be of any suit-
able construection. | |

The locking means represented includes in
its construction a toggle the members of
which are so mounted that when thrown over
a dead-center the part to which said toggle is
connected will be tightly locked in its shifted
position.

Ifor the purpose of securing the simultane- |

ous operation of the body, the back, and the
dasher and for also automatically locking the
same in their extreme shifted positions they
are both connected with the seltf-locking mech-
anism.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal
sectional side elevation of a go-cart construct-
ed in accordance with our invention in a sim-
pleandconvenientembodimentthereof,show-
ing by full and dotted lines, respectively, the
normal and extreme shifted positions of the
dasher and back. Figs. 2 and 3 are side ele-
vations of the npper part of the cart and show-
ing the dasher and back in certain adjuasted
positions. Fig. 4 is a rear view of a part of
the adjusting and locking mechanism herein-
after more particularly described, and Kig. 5
is a plan view of a link constituting part of
the self-locking mechanisi,

The cart may be of any suitable type. 1t
is represented as consisting of a main section
or seat M and two auxiliary sections A and

A’ ,constituting, respectively,a dasher or foot-
rest and a back, and in the present instauce
said parts A and A’ are pivotally connected
to the seat for swinging movement and are
shown occupying what might be termed their

¢““pnormal” positions by full lines in Fig. 1.

The springs 12 and 13, of suitable kind, are
fastened to the under side of the seat M and
also to the body or running-gear 14, the lat-
ter consisting of parallel side bars, as custom-
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ary in this sort of a vehicle, extending rear-

wardly and wpwardly, as at 15, to form a
pusher and connected by the handle 16.

The rear axle is denoted by 17, and it 18
furnished with suitable wheels, as 18, while
the front axle 19isequipped with smali guide-
wheels 20 and is connected to the downturned
front end of the framing 14.

The dasher A is pivotally connected at its

opposite rear ends, as at 21, to the seat M,

while the back is likewise united thereto, as
at 22.

In the organization illustrated the dasher
and back are independently adjustable or si-
multaneously adjustable to suit different
cases, it being desirable at some times to ele-
vate the dasher without disturbing the back,
or lowering the back without moving the
dasher, or forsimunltaneously changing the po-
sitions of both said parts, and foreffecting the
funetions set forth we have illustrated mech-
anism of a novel type, now to be described in
its simple embodiment.

The bearing 30 is shown fixed to the under
rear side of the body M substantially mid-
way between its opposite edges, and it 1s
shown as being of approximately L shape,
and the lever L, (shown as being of the angle
type,).constituting an element of the shifting
and self-locking mechanism, is fulerumed at
its elbow to the horizontal portion of the
bearing or bracket 30. The bifurcated link
31 is pivoted at one end to the lower arm 32
of the said lever. The arm 32 of the lever
and the link 381 codperate to form a dead-
locking toggle for the dash and back. The
link 31is bifurcated, asat 33, and its branches

“are pivoted, as at 34, to irons or brackets 35,
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secured to the opposite inner sides of the .

dasher, only one of said brackets beingshown,
however. | |

In Fig. 1 the dasher A is shown occupying
its initial position by full lines. Let it be as-
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- ment 44, which slidingly receives the vertical
rod 46, against the upper end of which the
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sumed that it is desired to move the same to !
the dotted-line position.

T'o accomplish this,
the upper or operating arm 36 of the lever
will be swung downw md either by hand or
foot, (the foot being usually employed to ac-
eomphsh this opemtmn) which results in
swinging the toggle-arm 32 to the left and up-
ward, the motion being continued until the
pivotal point 37, between the parts 31 and
32, has crossed a dead-center line intersect-
1ng the pivots 34 and 38, at which time the
dash will have reached its extreme shifted
positions, and it will be understood that the

act of drawing the pivotal point 37 over the

dead-center line locks the dasher automatic-
ally against return movement.

- The bar 40 is pivoted to the actuating-arm
o0 of the lever L between its ends, while its
upper end slides through the enlar gement or
bearing 41 of the nouzontal eross-bar 42, se-
cured at 1ts opposite ends to the rear ffwe of
the back A" at a suitable place in the height
thereof. The enlargement or bearing 41 car-
ries the set-screw 40, adapted to bem against

the slidable rod 40, thereby to lock the same

in an adjusted: poswmn The cross-bar 42 is
provided with a second bhearing or enlarge-

set-selew 47, carried by said bearing 45, is
adapted to bear. The lower end of the rod
£6.18 pivoted to the outer end of the horizon-
tal arm of the bearing 30.

Iy the constr uction previously set forth it
18 possible to adjust either the dash or the
back independently to any extent within cer-
tain limits and to shift them in unison, and
to also automatically or 111d1v1d1m11y lock
them in desired positions.

In Ifig. 1 the back and dash are shown as
oceupyiug their normal positions, and it will
be assumed that it is desired to simultane-
ouslyadjustthem. Thismay beaccomplished
asfollows: Theset-serew 43 will be tightened,

thereby operatively connecting the baek to

the lever L, and the set-screw 457 will be loos-
ened. The widened foot-piece 50 at the end
of the upper arm 36 of the actuating-lever 1,
can be engaged and thrown down, which op-
eration will result in moving the back down
and the dasher up, and this motion ean be
continued until the toggle-joint 37 crosses a
dead-center line, as shonn by dotted lines in
Fig. 1, at which time the dash and back will
oeeupy their extreme adjusted positions; or
the said parts may be locked in any inter-
mediate position simply by tightening the
screw 47,

Should it be desired to lower the back sepa-
rately, both serews-i3 and 47 will be loosened,
wheleby said back can be swung down, and
when in the proper position the serew 47 will
be tightened, it not being necessary to tighten

the screw 43.

During the letting down of the back it will
be 11ndelstood that the rods slide through
“thelr bearings. -

' the dash foreff

641,658

"To elevate the dash without ch&nging tim -

position of the back, the set-screw 47 will be
tightened and the set-screw 43 will be loos-
ened, after whiceh the lever L can be worked
to adjust the dash to the proper angle, at
which time the screw 43 will be tightened,
unless, of course, the dead - center line is
c¢rossed, 1in which case the use of the screw to

‘hold the dasher is unnecessary.

Having described the invention, what we
claim 1s—

1. In a go-cart a seat, a back and a dash,
both shlftable relatwel} to the seat, and
means cooperative with both the back and
ecting the simultaneous move-
ment of said parts or the independent action
of each of them relatively to the other, and
for locking the same in their different ad-
justed positions, said means including a self-
locking device.

2. In a go-cart a seat, a back and a dash,
both shiftable relatively to the seat, and
means cooperative with both the back and
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the dash for effecting the simultaneous move-

ment of said parts or the independent action
of each of them relatively to the other, and.

same Iin their different ad-
sald means including a

for locking the s
justed pomtmns

toggle.

3 In a go-cart a seat, a dash and a back,
shiftably mounted relatively to the seat, two

rods, a fixed bearing forsupporting one of the

rods, a lever to which the other rod is con-
nected, a connection between said lever and
the dash, two bearingsupon the back adapted
to receive said rods, and holding devices
mounted upon the bemmws and loeated to
enﬂ'age and hold the rods.

In a go-cart a seat, a dash and a back
Slliftably nlollllted relatively to the seat, two
rodsadjustably connected tothe back, a fixed
bearing for supporting one of the rods, a le-
ver to which the other rod is connected and a
link connected respectively with said lever
and the dash and constituting with one arm
of the lever, a toggle.

5. In a go-cart a seat, a dash and a back
shiftably mounted relatively to the seat, a
self-locking togele connected with the dash
and adjustably connected with the back, a
rod also adjustably connected with the back
and a fixed bearing upon which said rod is
mounted.

6. In a go-cart, a seat, a “dash and a back
shiftably mounted relatively to the seat, two
rods adjustably econnected to the back, a ﬁ:&:ed
bearing for supporting one of the rods, a le-
ver to which the other rod is connected, and
a connection between said lever and the dash.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the nresence of
two subseribing witnesses.

ALBERT A. TISDALE.
GEORGE T. LAMONT.

Witnesses:
A. L. BURrbpITT,
F. J. LoTIaror,
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