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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM H. SNOWMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residingin Chel-
sea, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have Invented a new and useful
Improvement in Apparatus for Holding and
Delivering Strip Tickets or Checks, of which
the following 18 a specification, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
1ing a part of the same.

The present invention relates to an appa-
ratus for holding and delivering a long strip
or ribbon composed of several in dividu &l tick-
ets or checks which can be readily detached

from the strip and handed to parchasers of
o00ds or other customers toindicate their in-

debtedness to the establishment issuing the
tickets, and the invention is especially adapt-
ed for use in restaurants, hotels, and retail
stores where waiters or salesmen and cashiers
are employed.
The long strip (hereinafter called ¢“strip”
““strip tickets or checks”) may be com-
posed of any number of individual tickets or
checks which eonvemently can be contained
and operated in the apparatus, and the appa-
ratus may be of such size and shape as will
best adapt it to the special uses intended.
Heretofore it has been the practice to in-
trust waiters or salesmen with a number of
separate tickets or checks to be handed to
customers to indicate by marks or otherwise
their indebtedness to the establishment.
These separate tickets or checks have been
prepared and used in a variety of ways toim-
pose the desired restraint or check upon the
person to whom they are intrusted. Some-
times they bave been prepared with stubs and
have been assembled according to their con-
secutive numbers and locked in a case, from
which the tickets can be separated, leaving
the stubs in the case. Inattempting tocarry
out this plan mistakes are liable to occur
whereby some of the consecutively-numbered
tickets are left out of the assembled mass or
are misplaced therein, and this causes con-
fusion and trouble in imposing the proper ob-
ligation upon and in making the desired set-
tlement with those to whom the tickets are

5o Intrusted.

- It is the object of the present invention to

| obviate the defects and annoyances incident

to the use of separate tickets or checks for
the purposes indicated and to provide an ap-
paratus in which a large number of tickets or 55
checks attached to each other can be con-
tained and from which they can be delivered
in the exact order of their numbers without
any liability of mistake.

T'o this end. the invention consists, stated 6o
generally, in the several features and devices
of construction and the combination of de-
vices of an apparatus adapted to contain a
long strip or ribbon composed of individual
tickets or checks and from which the indi- 65
vidual tickets can be readily delivered and
separated for use, all as hereinafter more

Tully described and claimed.

A form of apparatus embodying my im-
provements is illustrated in the accompany- 7o
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a longitudinal central section
through the line X X of Fig. 3. Fig. 2isthe
same as Fig. 1, except that the printing-belts
and mkmn'-roll are shown in different posi- 75

tions in the two figures. Fig. 3.is a trans-

verse section a,lonn' the line Y Y of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a view in perspective of the stnp
tlckets or checks wound upon a spool. Kigs.
5, 6, and 7, respectively, are edge, end, a,nd- 8o
plan Views of a sliding piece located and op-
erating at the delivery end of the apparatus.
Kigs. 8 and 9, respectively, are plan and edge
views of a detent or stop-pin to enter perfo-
rations in the strip. Iigs. 10, 11, and 12, re- 85
spectively, are edge, end, and plan views of
a guide for the strip. FIigs. 13, 14, and 15,
respectively, are edge, end, and plan views
of the holder for the printing-belt spools.
Fig. 16.is a view in perspective of a portion go
of the apparatus to show the cut-away part
of the case and the tearing edge at the deliv-
ery-point, and Figs. 17 and 18 are views in
plan and elevatlon of the inking-roll and its
attachments. 05
In the form of apparatus shown in the ac-
companying drawings, B represents a holder
or case, which may be made of sheet metal,
hard rubber, or any other suitable material,
and its interior depth or thickness is prefer- 100
ably slightly greater than the width of the

| striptobeused therein. The caseis provided
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locking device, as D.

side wall of the case.

49

- with a coveror lid C, which can be opened to |
~introduce the strip in place and when closed
~ preferably can be secured by any suitable

~ Within the case and

- 5 nearits side edge K is located a guide I, ex-

. tending toward the delivery-point G of the

appar atus and forming, with the edge E, a

cuideway or passage I for the admnce end

. of thestrip. A piecel, eomementlysecmed
to the guide T, forms a way J, in which a
 slide Ix,ean IBCIPIOCELte to and from the de-
~ livery G, the guide and its attachment being
. secured to the casein any suitable way, as by

- serews . a, passing through lugs 6 andintothe
The plate K, forming
the edge of the case, is cut away at L to a.

B suiﬁmentdlsmnce back of the delivery G to

20

~ uncover and expose to view the advance end
of the strip and the marks thereon when it

reaches this point and to enable it to be

- reached by the finger or thumb of the user.

The slide IX is provided at its outerend with

a presser-plate M to receive the push from

the finger or thumb of the user to force the
slide mWﬁldlyand uncover the inner surface
. of the advance end of the strip, by which, in

~conjunction with the cut-away portion at L,
the end of the strip can be easily grasped be- -

- tween the finger and thumb of the user and

i

drawn for wmd and beyond the delivery G.
The slide I is moved back to its normal po-

- sition by theexpansion of a spring N, located

S between the slide and the guide  IF and hav-
ing one of its ends abnttmg a shouldercand |
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1ts other end secured to the guide-plate F.
At the delivery-point of the apparatus in the
construction shown in the drawings the edge
of the end of the slide I when in its n01mal
position, as shown in IFig. 16, is in the same
plane with the adjacent ends d d of the plate
O of the case, thus forming, substantially, a
continuous edn‘e P, arranged at right anﬂ'les
to the dne('tlon of the movement of the strip
and slightly longer than its width and upon
which, by the proper movement of the hand
which grasps the strip, it can be forced and
the projecting part easily torn from its main
portion.

To provide for positively regulating the
lenﬂ'th of the strip to be drawn from the de-
]wery -point of the apparatus at a single ad-
vance movement, the construction shown in
the drawings provides a detent Q, arranged
to be brought into contact with the strip and
stop its advance. Thisdetent or stop- pin, as
shown, is attached to a finger or piece e,
which is secured to the piece I in any Suit-
able way, so that the detent will in its nor-

mal position rest upon the surface of thestrip
as 1t is advanced and at the desired times.

will come into such engagement with it as to
stop its advance. The desired pressure of
the detent upon the strip may be given by
any of the well-known means, as by making
the finger e of spring metal and rigidly con-
neetmrr it to some fixed part or by pivotally
mounbmn' it, as shown in the drawings, and |

vice.
out of contact with the strip to permit its ad-
vance by the inward movement of the slide
I, whose end 1s arranged to contact with an
inclined shoulder f on ‘the finger e,as seenin
Asshown

641,651

controlling it by a spring ¢’ or equivalent de-

~The detent is conveniently brought

IFigs. 1, 2, and 8 of the drawings.

in I‘w 1, the detent is passed thmu oh a hole.

70_.

in the ﬂ'u1de I, through a per foration in the

strip, and thmuﬂ*h a hole In the case, while
1in Fig. 2t is shown as forced out of contact |
‘with the Stnp by the 11mmd movement Of the

: 80

Shde K.
The consm uctlon a,nd ..-nmnrrement of the

:parts thus far described are Sueh that when
the strip 1s placed in the case and its advance
end 18 threaded through the passage II and
‘brought to the delivery-point G the inward
movementof theslide I{ will uncover theend
of the strip and enable the operator to grasp

1t between his finger and thumb and will at
the same time force the detent Q out of con-

tact with the strip, leaving it free to be ad-
vanced, and when the slide K moves back to
1ts normal position under the stress of its

90':::.

spring N the detent will be forced into con-

| tact with the strip in position to come into
stopping engagement therewith, as by enter-
ing a perforation therein, and the portion of
| the strip, forming a single check or ticket,
which has been advanced beyond the deliv-

ery-point G can be tmn off alenrr the tealmn'- |
edge P. |

Tt 1 1s desir able tllat
of the strip should be printed with the month
and the day of the month on which it is de-
livered to a customer, and for this purpose a
printing device is provided in the form of ap-
paratus shown in the drawings, a description
of which is as follows: |

Twoendless belts (designated by the numer-
als 1 and 2) provided with printing-type, one
having type for printing the months of the
year and the other for printing the days of
the month, are passed around spools 3 and 4
on spindles 5 and 6, which are rigidly con-
nected together by a base-plate 7, arranged to
reciprocate in a way 8 to and from a printing-
bed 9, the base-plate 7 being held in the way
by a superposed plate 10. Aninking-roll 11,
provided with felt or other ink- absorbmrr ma-
terial, is loosely pivoted through its hanger 12
to the spindle of lower spool 3 so that in its
normal position the roll will be in contact
with the type of the printing-belts and will be
located between such belts and the printing-
bed 9. The hanger 12 is provided with a pro-
Jection 13, so ar mnn'ed in relation to a fixed
pin 14 that when the belts are moved toward
the printing-bed 9 the inking-roll will be de-
flected laterally from the path of the belts, as
seen 1n Kig. 2, and the belts be free to move

against the sty Ip to print it while it rests upon

the printing-bed. Convenientdevices for re-

ciprocating the printing-belts are shown in
the drawings, the belts being moved toward
the printing-bed by the contact of a projec-
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tion 15, attached to the slide K, with the free | described and its delivery therefrom will not

end of one arm 16 of a bell-crank lever 17,
which is pivotally connected to spindle 18 of
strip-spool 19, while its other arm 20 is con-
nected through a slot 21 with a pin 22, fixed
in thesliding base-plate 7. Thearm 16 is re-
tained in the desired position during its move-
ments by passing between guide-pieces 16,
attached to the wall of the case. The reverse
movement of the printing-belts is given by
the expansion of a spring 23, secured to spin-
dle 18 and having one of 1ts ends secured to
the lever-arm "O and 1ts opposite end to a
ixed pin24. Theinking-roll11isswung back
to its normal position by the expansion of
spring 25, passing around spindle 6 of lower
belt-spool 3 and having one of its ends at-
tached to hanger 12 and its other end to a pin
26, fixed in the base-plate 7.

By the use of the devices thus described
the desired impressions can be printed upon

the individual tickets of the strip while the

strip is stationary and while the slide K is be-
ing pushed inwardly to uncover the advance
end of the strip, so that it can be grasped by
the operator, and the printing-belts will be
moved back from the stripas soon asthe back-
ward movement of the slide begins and before
the strip is advanced.
erably fit so tightly on their spindles that they
do notrotate thereon in the operation of print-
ing, so that when the desired type is arranged
the printing can be continued during the day,
and then by turning the spools by hand or by
slipping the belts on the spools the desired
arrangement of type for the next day’s print-
ing can be made.

Kig. 4 of the drawings shows a long strip
X, wound upon a spool 19, the strip being
made up of a number of individual checks or
tickets Y and adapted for use in the appara-
tus hereinbefore described, and shown in-the
drawings. 'T'he strip is provided with a se-
ries of perforations p, located at the dividing-
line of the individual tickets and in & line
parallel with the edges of the strip, and they
are of such size and shape that the detent
can readily enter them. The individual
tickets of the strip are preferably numbered
consecutively, as 203, 204, 205, &e., and each
18 preferably designated by the same mark,
as the letter A, to connect or i1dentify all of
the tickets of the strip withsome special per-
son to whom they may be intrusted for de-
livery to customers. As seen in the draw-
ings, each ticket is numbered with the figure
““5” and consecutive multiples thereof up to
““70” to afford easy means of indicating the

indebtedness of a customer, which may be

done by erasing, by punching out, or other-
wise, the figures indicating such indebted-
ness, or by erasing all the figures except those
indicating such indebtedness. It 18 not es-
sential that the perforations p be located at
the dividing-line of the individual tickets, as

The belt-spools pref- .

be materially affected by a change in the po-
sition of the perforations along the length or
width of the strip, provided they are located
at distances apart equal to the length of the
individual tickets and that the position of the
detent Q be such that it will operate to stop
the advance of the strip when itg advance end
has reached the length of anindividual ticket
beyond the delivery-point or tearing edge P.

It is observed that it is not intended to limit
this invention to an apparatus having alithe
features of construction herein set:-forth, or
shown in the drawings, as it is evident that
many of the parts may be omitted and the
apparatus be capable of efficient use for hold-
ing and delivering strip tickets or checks.
For instance, the printing devices may be
omitted without materially affecting the op-
erativenessof the remaining parts. Alsothe
detent device and the perforation in the strip
may be omitted without materially affecting
the operation of the features and device for
uncovering the advance end of the strip and
the tearing edgelocated at the delivery-point,
in which case the operator can determine by
looking when the dividing-line of the tickets
is brought to register with the tearing edge.
Neither is it intended to limit the invention
to the special constructions of all the parts
hereinbefore described and shown, as 1t is
evident that many of the parts can be of dif-

erent construction without essentially de-

parting from the principle of the invention.

What is claimed as new is—

1. Inan apparatus for holding and deliver-
ing strip tickets or checks, the combination
substantially as set forth, of a device con-
structed and arranged to positively engage
the strip and stop its advance when its for-
ward end hasreached the length of an individ-
ual ticket from the delivery-point of the ap-
paratus, means for operating such device to
bring it into stopping engagement with the
strip and means to withdraw it from such
stopping engagement to permit a further ad-
vance of the sln ip.

2. Inan apparatus for holding and deliver-
ing strip tickets or checks, the combination
Substantially as set forth, of a detent, as Q,
constructed and arranged to enter perfora-
tions in the strip whose distances apart are
equal to the length of the individual tickets,
means for operating such detent to cause it
to enter perforations and stop the advance of
the strip and means to withdraw the detent
therefrom to permit its further advance.

3. In an apparatus for holding and deliver-
ing strip tickets or checks, the combination
substantially as set forth, of a spring-actu-
ated stop or detent constructed and operating
to engage the strip and stop its advance when
its forward end has reached the length of an
individual ticket from the delivery-point of
the apparatus, and a spring-actuated slide

the Opelatlon of the strip in the appamtus | constructed and arranged to withdraw the de-
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tent from its stopping engagement with the | and a slide arranged upon the other side of 40

strip by its inward movement and to be re-
stored to its outward "position by its spring.

4. In an apparatus for holding and deliver-
ing strip tickets or checks, the combination
substantially as set forth, of a slide whose
outer end 1s provided with a presser-plate, as
M, and a tearing edge, as P, normally at the
delivery-point of the apparatus, a device con-

structed and operating toengage the strip and

stop its advance, means for engaging the slide
when pressed inwardly with the stopping de-
vice and means, as spring N, for giving an
outward movement to the slide, whereby the
forward end of the strip is uncovered, the

“stopping device withdrawn from stopping en-

gagement with the strip and the tearing edge
brought into operative position at the deliv-
ery-point of the apparatus. |

5. Inanapparatus for holding and deliver-
ing strip tickets or checks, the combination
substantially as set forth, of a slide, as X,
whose outer end is provided with a presser-
plate, as M, and a tearing edge, as P, and a
stop constructed and operating to engage the
strip and stop its advance and provided with
a shoulder or incline as f, against which the
iner end of the slide engages, when moved
inwardly, to withdraw the stop from engage-
ment with the strip, and means, as spring N,
for moving the slide outwardly to its normal
position. |

6. Inanapparatus for holding and deliver-

ing strip tickets or checks, the combination
substantially as set forth, of means for ex-
posing the forward end of the strip wherebhy

it can be grasped by the hand of the operator, |

consisting of a cut-away portion of the case
on one side of the strip at the delivery-point

641,651

the strip, means for stopping the advance of

the strip when its forward end has reached
the length of an individual ticket from the
delivery-point of the apparatus, consisting in
a device constructed and operating to posi-
tively engage the strip, and means to with-
draw such device from its stopping engage-
ment by the inward movement of the slide.
- 7. Inanapparatus for holding and deliver-
ing strip tickets or checks, the combination

substantially as set forth, of a stop or detent,

as Q, means for bringing the detent into

stopping engagement with the strip when it

has advanced the length of an individual
ticket from the delivery-point of the appara-
tus, a slide, as K, operating to withdraw the
detent from such stopping engagement, a de-
vice for printing upon the strip, and a suit-
able connection between the detent-withdraw-
ing slide and the printing device, whereby
the movement of the slide brings the print-
ing device into printing connection with the
strip. |

8. In an apparatus for holding and deliver-
ing strip tickets or checks, the combination
substantially as set forth, of a reciprocating

ends of the strip-tickets, a projection on such
slide and a bell-crank lever arranged to re-
ciprocate the printing device in one direction
through its contact with the projection on the
slide, for the purpose of bringing the type-
belt in contact with the strip as it rests on
the printing-bed. |
WILLIAM H. SNOWMAN.
Witnesses:
JESSIE B. KAY,
JAMES N. DARLOW.
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| printing device, a slide for uncovering the
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