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JOSEPH ASTER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

FOOT-OPERATED REVOLVER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 641,620, dated January 16, 1800.
| Application filed May 24, 1899, Serial No. 717,986, (Wo medel.)

To all whowv it may concern:

Be it known thatI, JOSEPH ASTER, a citizen

of the United States, residing in the city of

New York, in the borough of Manhattan and

otate of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Foot-Operated
Revolvers, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

- T'his invention relates to an improved foot-

operated revolver which is intended for the

use of military bands, so as to permit the con-
venlent firing off of the revolver whenever
shots are required for accentuating certain
effects in a piece of music. - :

IHeretofore it has been customary that the

‘musician who attends to the bass drum, &e.,

also fires off the revolver when shots are re-
quired in a piece of music; but as in most
cases these shots are required when the drum.,

bass drum, and triangle are likewise required

it is attended with some inconvenience to
him to quickly grasp the revolver and fire off
the shots, as he thereby loses the use of the
right hand, which is necessary for the play-
ing of the bass drum, &e. o

Thisinventionis designed to furnish a con-
venlently-operated revolverforthe use of mili-
tary bands, said revolver being operated by
the foot of the musician, so that he has still
both hands available for use; and the inven-
tion consists of a foot - operated revolver
which comprises a casing formed of two semi-
sections hinged together and a stockless re-
volver secured in the front part of the casing,
the triggerof which projects through an open-
Ing in the bottom of the casing and is oper-
ated by depressing the casing by the foot, so
as to fire the shots. .

The invention consists, secondly, of a stock-
less revolver in which the spindle of the car-
tridge-cylinder is retained by an arm in a re-

cess of the casing, so as to be securely held

in position until released therefrom when it is
desired to withdraw the cartridge-cylinder
for the recharging of the same. |

The invention consists, lastly, of certain
details of construction and combinations of
parts, which will be fully described herein-
after and finally pointed out in the claims.

In the acecompanying drawings, Figures 1
and 2 represent side elevations of my im-
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samne respectively in its normal position of
rest and after being depressed by the foot.
Fig. 3 is also a side elevation with one-half of
the casing removed so as to show the location
of the revolver at the interior of the casing;
and Kigs. 4 and 5 are vertical transverse sec-
tions, respectively, onlines 3 3 and 4 4, Fig. 3.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. | | |
Referring to the drawings, A represents a
revolver, which is formed of the ordinary
parts—namely, a barrel, cartridge-cylinder,
hammer, mainspring, trigeer, &c.—but in
which the stock is dispensed with. This re-
volver is securely attached to a cast-metal

elongated casing B, which is formed of two

hinged semisections B’ B',which are provided
with an opening at the front end in line with
the end of the barrel of the revolver and with
an opening in its lower part, through which
the trigger 1 projects to the outside. The cas-
Ing I3 is preferably made in the general ap-

‘pearance of & fish, the trigger being made in

the shape of a fin, the front end in the shape
of the head, and the rear end in the shape of

the tail of a fish. The tail-shaped rear end

of the casing B is spread out laterally, so as
to form a support for the rear part of the cas-
ing, while the trigger is forked, as shown in
Iig. 4, so as to support the front part of the
casing. When the casing is depressed, the
trigger will be moved into the position shown
in Fig. 2,it being returned by the mainspring
into normal position as soon as the pressure
on the casing is released. The two hinged
semisections B’ B’ of the casing B are locked
together by any approved locking device, the
locking device shown in the drawings being
composed of a spring-actuated pin d, which
enters a hole d’ in one semisection of the cas-
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ing, while a push-pin d?, passing through a .

hole in the adjacent semisection of the casing,
is applied to the pin-carrying spring d®, as
shown in Fig. 3. On pressing the push-pin in-

wardly, the locking-pin d is released, so that

one section B’ can be opened to show the re-
volver A in the other section, as shown in Fig.
3. Therevolver is attached to onesection in
such a manner that its barrel is adjacent to
the opening in the front end of the casing,
while its trigger extends through a slot in the

proved foot-operated revolver, showing the | bottom portion of the same.
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strikes on and fires off a cartridge.

The cartridge-cylinder A’turns on a center |
spindle A=, which is provided at the front end
with an arm A?® that extends into a recess a°
of the casing, so as to be held firmly in po-
sition when the casing is closed. When it is

desired to replace new cartridges in the cyl- .

inder, the spindle A®is removed by releasing
the arm A2 from the casing, after which the
cylinder can be likewise removed and re-
charged. It isobvious that blank cartridges
without balls have to be used. The revolver
used is of the usual pattern,in which the ham-
mer is operated by the trigger when 1t 1s de-
sired to explode the blank cartridges.

Myimproved foot-operated revolver is used

in the following manner: It is placed on the

floor near the foot of the operating musician.
Whenever the signal for firing a shot is given,
the ball of the foot is placed on'Lhe top of the
casing and the latter pressed in downward di-
rection, so that the trigger is pressed back-
wardly and operates the hammer and which
Simulta-
neously the cartridge-cylinderis sturned in the
usual manner on its axis, so that it is ready for
the next shot. |

The device is always ready for firing as long

~as there are cartridges in the cyhnder the

30

35

40

shots being prod uced by simply pressing the
foot on the casing of the revolver, which en-
ables the musician to use both hands for play-
ing the other instruments to which he is as-
Slﬂ'ned

Havnw thus desombed my mvenbmn |
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A foot-operated revnlvel congisting of a
casing, astockless revolver in said casin g, and

a trigger extending below said casing and |-

adapted to be a,ctuated on pressing on the. cas-
mg, substantially as set forth. |
. A foot- opel ated revolver, consisting of a
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casing formed of two hinged semisections,

means for locking said semisections together,

astocklessrevolverinsaid casingand aforked
trigger extending below the casin
ed to be actuated by depressing the same, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. A foot-operated revolver, com posed of a
casing formed of two hinged semisections hav-
ingan enlarﬂ'ed rearend,arevolverinsaid cas-
ing having a tugger—()perated hammer, and a
f01 ked trigger, extending below the casing and
forming the support for the front of the same,
substantially as set forth.

4. A foot-operated revolver,composed of a
metallic casing formed of two hinged semisec-
tions, having an opening at its front end,
means for supporting said casing on the floor,

a revolver in the front part of the casing, its

barrel beinginline with the openingin the end
of the casing, a trigger projecting through a
recess in the bottom of the casing, and a lock-
ing device for holding the sections together,
substantlally as set forth.

5. A foot-operated revolver, comprising a

45

o, and adapt- .
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casing formed of hinged semlsectlons pro-
wded with a front opening and an enlarged

rear end, arevolverin the front portion of the
casing, 1ts barrel being in line with the front
opening of the casing, and a trigger projecting
through a bottom opening of the casing, means

forlocking the sections of the casing together,

and means for locking the spindle of the car-
tridge-cylinder to said casing so as to permit
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its removal when the casing is opened sub- -

‘stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my invention I have signed my name in pres-

ence of two subseribing witnesses.
JOSEPH ASTER.
Wltnesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
M. H. WURTZEL.
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