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To all whom it may concermn:

| arooves 5 are open, whereby a direct passage

Be it known that I, EDWARD CHARLES | is provided for the inflow of the exterior air

BERRY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Plymouth, in the county of Sheboygan and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and
useful Packing and Storing Vessel, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to packing and stor-
ing vessels, being particularly designed to
confain cheese; and the object of the inven-
tion is to provide a box with improved means
for ventilating the interior thereof, so as to
prevent molding and damage to the cheese
contained therein. |

To this end the present invention consists
in the combination and arrangement of parts,
as will be hereinafter more fully described,
shown in the accompanying drawings, and
particularly pointed out in the appended
claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a pelspectwe
view of a cheese bex having the improve-
ments applied thereto. Fig. 21is a longitudi-
nal sectional view thereof. Fig. 8is a bottom
plan view of the box. Fig. 4 is a detall per-
spective view of the spaoing device for sepa-
rating the cheeses contained within the box.
Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the box contain-
ing a plurality of cheesesand having the cover
removed.

Corresponding parts are designated by like
reference char aeteIS in all the ﬁemes of the
drawings.

Referrmﬂ' to the aceompanymﬂ‘ drawings, 1
designates the bottom of the box, in the form
of a ﬂet disk, so as to provide a circular box,
as this is the preferred form, although the

shape may be varied as desn'ed Enelrchne"

the periphery of the disk is an upstandlnﬂ*
rim 2, and fitted to the upper edge of the lat-
ter is a top or cover 3. These parte are con-
structed of wood in the usual manner.

In carrying out the present invention an
opening 4-is provided centrally through the
bottom of the box, and the lower face of the
latter 1s pr ovided with a plurality of radial
grooves 5, extending from the periphery of
the bottom and opening into the central open-
ing 4. By reference to Fig. 2 it will be noted
that the bottom of the box extends below the
rim thereof, so that when the box is resting

| through the grooves and the central opening
4 into the mﬁermr of the box.

Provided cen-
trally through the top or cover 3 1s an open-
ing 6, loeated axially opposite the opening in
the bottom of the box, and fitted in this open-
ing is a perforate plate or screen 7 to permit
of the escape of theair from the interior of the
box and to prevent foreign matter from acei-

dentally dropping into the same.

The present form of box isdesigned to con-
tain several cheeses, as mdlcated by the nu-
meral 8, and therefore it becomes necessary

| to separete theo latter and hold them against

«

' the box.

movement within the box, so that the open-
ing 4 in the bottom theleof may not become
eovered or closed by the cheeses. I have
therefore prowded a spacing device 9, as
shown in FKig. 4 of the drawings, Whleh 1S
formed from a single strip of veneer bentinto
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a substantially quadrilateral form, having

its opposite ends connected by asuitable wire
staple 10. The sides 1l of the spacing device
thus formed are bowed inwardly, so as to fit
the peripheries of the respective ‘cheeses 8,
as shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings, and, as
shown in this figure, the spacing device is
adapted to surround or inclose the opening
provided through the bottom of the box and
to confine the eheeees against the rim 2.
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Thus it will be seen that the several cheeses

and the spacing device are all held fixed
against movement, whereby the opening 4 1s
prevented from being closed. It will be un-
derstood that it is not restricted to contain
four cheeses, as illustrated in the drawings,
as a greater or less number may be contained
Wlthm the box, as desired, and therefore the

00

spacing device is adapted to have as many

sides as there are cheeses contained within
However, the sides of the spacing
device should be coneave or bowed inwardly,

so as to embrace the periphery of the cheeses,
as hereinbefore described. Furthermore, the

spacing device may be fixedly connected to
the bottom of the box orleftiree, as desired.

In the employment of the preeent inven-
tion it requires no changein the form of con-
struction of the box, and the openingsand the
radial grooves may be easily and cheaply

upon any flat surface the outer ends of the | provided. Therefore my invention provides
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an exceedingly practical and Inexpensive
cheese-box which is effectively ventilated,
whereby the cheeses contained therein are
prevented from becoming moldy and are
thereby preserved in good condition for a

much longer time than when contained in an

ordinary kind of cheese-box.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claim may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion.

What I claim is—

A ventilated packing and storing vessel

adapted to contain cheeses, and provided with

- centrally-alined openings formed through the
top and bottom of the vessel, the outer face

of the bottom thereof being provided with ra-

dial grooves communicating at. their inner 2c¢

ends with the central opening in the bottom,
and also opening outward at their outer ends
through the outer sides of the bottom, and a
spacing device resting upon the bottom of

the vessel, surrounding the opening therein, 25

and terminating short of the top of the ves-
sel, the sides of the spacing device being
bowed inward to accommodate the cheeses,

substantially as and forthe purpose set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 30

my own I have heretoaflixed mysignature in
the presence of two witnesses.
EDWARD CHARLES GERRY.
Witnesses: = |
PHILO K. WHEELER,
IFRANK MELLEN.
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