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To all whom it may concerii:

Be it known that I, ELDRIDGE J. SMITH, a
citizen of the United States residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbla, have in- |
vented certain new and useful Improvements
1n Bag Carriers and Closures; and 1 do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as willenable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

My present invention relates to a new and
improved bag closure and carrier; and it has
for ifs object to provide a cheap and simple
device of this character especially adapted
for closing the mouth end of paper and other
bags and for fa,elhtatmg the carrying of such
b&ws

It is the prime object of the invention to
provide a bag closure and carrier that can be
easily and quiekly adjusted to position upon
the bag withouttheemploymentof any special
tool for this purpose, and which can be as
readily detached from the bag when it is de-
sired to empty or remove the contents there-
from, said closure being combined with a sim-
ple form of handle to facllltate carrying the
bag.

Br1eﬂy stated, the combined closure and
carrier comprises a suitably-shaped frame
preferably composed of wire and having a
cross-bar at its lower end and a handle por-
tion at its upper end, with a slidably-mount-

ed locking-bar arranged to move freely up

anddown upon the wireframe and over which
locking-bar the mouth end of the bag is fold-
ed or doubled all as Wlll be helelnafter fully
described.

In the annexed drawings, forming a part
of this specification, lfigure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of one of my improved bag closuresand
carriers. Iig. 2 1s a slightly- modlﬁed form
of the mvenmon Fig. 3 is an end view of
the device shown applied to a bag. Fig. 4
18 a perspective view of a further modified
form of the invention. |

In Fig. 1 of thedrawings I haveillustrated

one of my improved bag closures and carriers

composed entirely of wire and consisting of
a handle 1, having inwardly-bent portions
forming shoulders 2 and depending parallel

as at 4, and these hooked ends support a bag-
embracing cross-bar 5. The numeral 6 indi1-
cates a locking-bar having eyes 7 at its op-
posite ends through which the depending par-
allel arms 3 freely pass, so as to loosely sup-
port the said locking-bar and allow it to be
moved frealy up and “down upon said parallel

arms.
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In applying the bag in position the mouth 6:}

end thereof is preferably doubled and passed
over and around the locking-bar 6, as illus-
trated in Fig. 3, and the said bar and that

portion of the bag wrapped thereaboutisthen

drawn down until a portion thereof is firmly
clamped between the cross-bar 5 and locking-
bar 6, as will be readily understood from an
inspection of the drawings.
seen that the heavier the contents of the bag
the tighter will be the clamping action there-
upon by the cross-bar 5 and locking-bar 6
when carried by the handle.

In the modified form of the invention illus-
trated in Fig. 2 I have shown a round wooden
handle 8, havmﬂ' openings in the opposite
ends bhereof Wthh receive the laterally-bent
ends 9 of the wire frame, said ends being
sprung therein, as will be obvious. The lock-
ing-bar 10 is formed and mounted substan-
tially like the bar illustrated in Fig. 1.

In Fig. 4 I have illustrated a furthel modi-

fied form of the invention, in which instance
the handle 11 is formed of a CoONneCavo-convex
or channeled metal strip having openings in
the opposite ends thereof, and the wire frame
121isof U shape, theends thereof being passed
through said openings in the handle and bent
over or hooked, as at 13, to securely hold the
handle in position. The locking-bar 14 is
made, as heretofore described, with eyes at
its opposite ends, which encircle the parallel
vertical arms of the wire frame. -
The handles illustrated in Figs. 2 and 4 are

It will now be
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of very simple construction and present a

rounded surface to the hand for carrying,

which is of great advantage.
While I have 1lltlstrated but three forms of

my device herein, I wish it to be understood

that other forms ‘will readily suggest them-
selves, and I do not therefore wish to confine
myself to the specific constructions shown and

arms 3, the lower ends of which are hooked, | described.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. Asa new article of manufacture, a com-
bined bag closure and carrier comprising a

frame formed from a single piece of wire hav- |

ing parallel side arms and a bag-embracing
cross-bar, combined with a hand-holding por-
tion formed of a channeled metal strip hav-
ing openings at its opposite ends to receive
the free ends of the said parallel side arms,
and a locking-bar slidably mounted upon said
frame and movable to and from the cross-bar.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a com-

bined bag closure and carrier comprising a

single-wire frame having a hand-holding por-
tion at one end, a bag-embracing cross-bar at
the opposite end and a locking-bar slidably

mounted upon said frame and movable to and

from the said cross-barsaid locking-bar being

20 formed of wire and having its opposite ends

bent to form eyes W_hmh encircle the wire

frame.

3. As anew article of manufacture, a com-

i

bined bag closure and carrier comprising 4
hand-holding means provided with openings
at the oppoelte ends thereof, a single-wire
frame having a baﬂ'-emblaemg CTross- bm and
parallel arms the free ends of which areshaped
to enter the openings in said handle, and a
locking-bar slidably mounted upon said wire

frame.
4, Asa new article of manufacture, a com-

‘bined bag closure and carrier, comprising a

substantially U-shaped wire frame havmﬂ' a,

hand-holding portion and a bag- embracln?

portion, and a laeking--bar_slidably supported
uponthe frame said locking-bar being formed

of wire having its opposite ends bent to pro-

vide eyes which freely eneucle the parallel
arms of the frame.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
ELDRIDGE J. SMITH.
Witnesses:
B. V. SHERWO0OOD,
J. H. BRINSTED.
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