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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL R. BLASSE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Pitts-
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful bancelmw Stamp, of which the follow-
ing is a ‘ipeCIﬁC&BIOH

My Invention relates to CdHCEIII]U' -stamps,
and particularly to postal eaneelmﬂ'-smmpq
and one object in view is to provide a self-
inking stamp adapted to be operated continu-
ously without application to a pad or equiva-
lent inking device, and particularly to a can-
celin ﬂ‘-stamp prowded with a continuous ink-
ing-ribbon, which is adapted to be adjusted
successively, when required, by a movement
of the hand, by which the grip of the stamp
18 grasped, such adjustment being adapted
to be accomplished without neeessud‘rmfr any
hesitation in the operation of the stamp

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved construction of type-plate
and means for securing the same in place and
for maintaining the removable type in oper-
ative relation theremth

Further objects and advantages of this in-

vention will appear in the following descrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a canceling-stamp constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical longitudinal section of the same. Fig.
3 18 a vertical transverse section. Fig. 4 is a
detall view in perspective of the type-plate
with its removable elements or type detached.
Fig. 5§ issimilar view of the locking device for
Fig. 6 is a top plan view of
the canceling-stamp.

similar reference characters indicate corre-
sponding pa,l ts 1n all the figures of the draw-
ings.

The stamp embodying my invention con-
sists of a hollow box-like head 1, having side
walls 2, a bottom wall 3, by which said side
walls are connected, and an upper wall or cap
4, which is flanged to receive the upper edges

of the side walls, the ends of the head being

open. The exterior surface of the lower wall
of the head forms a seat, upon which a remov-

~ able type-plate § isarranged, and the extremi-

tiesof the blank from which the side and lower

walls of the head are formed are downturned

to form guides 6 to receive the reduced ter-
minal edges 7 of said type- plate. These
guides are closed at one end, and accidental

55

displacement of the type-platein the opposite

direction or toward the open endsof the guides
18 normally prevented by a catch, consisting
of a bolt 8, provided with an actuating-spring
J, whereby it 1s normally held in the path of
movement of the type-plate, said bolt being
provided beyond the cap of the head with an
ear 10, formingagrip. Ahandle 11isattached

to the head by means of a shank or tang 12,

which extends through registering openings
in the cap and lower wall of the head and en-
gages the latter, said shank or tang in the

6o

construetion illustrated consisting of a screw 4o

extended upwardly from the under side of the
lower wall and threaded into the handle.
Mounted in transversely-opposite bearings
in the side walls of the head are ribbon-spool
spindles 13 and 14, carrying spools, to which
are attached the extremities of an inking-rib-
bon 15, the intermediate portion of said rib-
bon passing over the face of the type-plate
and around the downturned flanges forming
the guides in which the edges of the type-plete

are ﬁtted said guides being exteriorly mount-

ed to allow the ribbon to “traverse the same
without interference. The ribbon-spoolspin-
dle 13 is extended beyond one side wall of the
head andis fitted with a thumb-wheel 132, be-
tween which and the adjacent wall of the
head is arranged a coiled pressure-spring 16 to
prevent accidental independent movement of
the spindle toloosen the ribbon, and the other
spool-spindle 14is provided at the correspond-

ingendwithathumb-wheel14*,between which

and the adjacent side wall of the head is ar-
ranged a coiled pressure - spring 17. The
other end of the spindle 14 is fitted with a
ratchet-wheel 18, with which engages a feed-
pawl 19, carried by a feed-lever 20, and this
feed-lever isfulerumed, asat 21, upontheside
wall of the head and extends upwardly there-
from with its extremity rounded or curved to
form a finger-grip 22. Stops 23 are arranged
in the paths of movement of the feed- lever to
limit the same, and a return-spring 24 is at-
tached to said lever to yieldingly hold it in
1ts normal position. Furthermore, the ear 10
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at the upper extremity of the bolt, whereby
the type-plate is held in place, overhangs said
feed-pawl to prevent upward deflection of the
latter out of operative relation with the
ratchet-wheel.

In operation the stamp is used as in the or-
dinary practice, and when the impression of
the type-faces becomes faint a pressure upon
the operating-lever will cause the advance of
the inking-ribbon to bring a fresh portion of
its surface into operative relation with the
type-faces, and hence in stamping mail each
blow of the stamp is adapted to produce an
impression, no intermediate blow being re-
quired, as upon a pad, to ink the type-faces.
Therefore a stamp constructed as above de-
scribed can be operated more rapidly and ef-
fectually and also more uniformly, as all of

the blows thereof are made in one direction, .

instead of alternately in different directions.
To return the ribbon toits initial position, the
thumb-wheels of the ribbon-spool spindles
may be operated manually. The arrange-
ment of the type-plate upon a flat seat formed
by the lower wall of the head also enables me
to employ removable type or type-plate ele-
ments 26, bearing date-faces, &c., said type
or type-plate elements having projections or
flanges 27, which are countersunk orarranged
in rabbets in the upper surface of the main
type-plafe element. |

In practice various changes in the form,
proportion, and the minor details of construc-
tion may be resorted to without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of this invention. |

Having described my invention,
claim is—

1. The combination with a hand-stamp, of
ribbon-feeding devices operalting independ-
ently of the action of the stamp including an
operating element disposed within reach of a
hand grasping the grip of the stamp, substan-
tially as specified. |

2. The combination with a hand-stamp, ol
ribbon-feeding devices including an operat-
ing-lever extending upward adjacent to the
handle of the stamp said lever being adapt-
ed to operate the ribbon-feeding devices 1n-
dependently of the action of the stamp, sub-
stantially as specified. o

3. The combination with a hand-stamp, of
aninking-ribbon, ribbon-spools carrying said
ribbon, the spindle of one of theribbon-spools
having a ratchet-wheel, an operating-lever
arranged adjacent to the grip of the stamp
and adapted to be grasped by the hand and
operated independently of the action of the
stamp, and apawl carried by said lever in op-
erative relation with the ratchet-wheel, sub-
stantially as specified. |

4, The combination with a hand-stamp, of

what 1

inking deviceshaving a ribbon, ribbon-spools
having their spindles mounted in bearingsin |
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the head of the stamp, pressure-springs for
frictionally holding the ribbon-spoolsin their
adjusted positions, and ribbon-spool-feeding
devices including an operating-lever adapted
to be grasped by the hand and operated 1in-
dependently of the action of the stamp and
a pawl for engaging a ratchet-wheel on one
of the ribbon-spool spindles, substantially as
specitied. | -

5. The combination with a hand-stamp, of
inking devices having a ribbon, ribbon-spools
having their spindles mounted in bearings in
the head of the stamp, and provided with ex-

' posed thumb - wheels, pressuré devices for

frictionally holding the ribbon-spoolsin their
adjusted positions, and ribbon-spool-feeding
devices having an operating-lever adapted to
be grasped by the hand and operated inde-
pendently of the action of the stamp and a
pawl for engaging a ratchet-wheel on one of
the ribbon-spool spindles, substantially as
specified.

6. A hand-stamp having a head provided
at its under side with a type-plate seat and
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adjacent parallel guides, a type-plate remov-

ably fitted in said guides, and a locking de-
vice consisting of a bolt vertically disposed
having the outturned ear forming a grip,
said bolt being mounted upon the head of the
stamp to engage and secure the type-plate in
its operative position, substantially as speci-
fied. |

7. A hand-stamp having a hollow head pro-
vided at its under side with a type-plateseat,
a type-plate fitted to slide in said seat, a
spring-actuated locking-bolt mounted upon

the head of the stamp for securing the type-

plate in its normal position, inking devices
including a ribbon and ribbon-spools, and
ribbon-feeding devices including an operat-
ing-lever, a pawl carried by the lever, and a
ratchet-wheel fixed to one of the ribbon-spool
spindles, said locking-Dbolt being provided
with an ear or grip overhanging said pawl to

limit the backward movement thereof, sub-

stantially as specified.

8. Ahand-stamp havinga hollow head com-
prising side walls, a connecting lower waill
forming, at its under side a type-plate seat

and parallel opposite guide-flanges, and a

flanged cap inclosing the upper edges of said
side walls, a stamp-handle having a shank or
stem connecting said cap and lower wall, a
type-plate removably fitted upon said seaft,
and inking devices including a ribbon, rib-
bon-spools, and ribbon-spool-feeding devices,
substantially as speecified. o
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
CARL R. BLASSI.

Witnesses:
WiLLiAM F. MCCLELLAND,
KDWIN A, CUNNINGHAM,
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