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To all whom it may concer: -

Be it known that I, HENRY F. BROWNE, of
Newburyport,in the county of Essexand State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Followers, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a new and 1m-
proved follower for footwear.

Of the drawings, in which similar reference
characters indicate similar parts or features,
as the case may be, wherever they occur, Fig-
ure 1 represents in side elevation a follower
constructed in accordance with myinvention,
the parts appearing distended in the position
they occupy when the follower is placed in a
boot or shoe. Fig. 2 representsa similar view
showing the parts contracted for insertion in
a shoe. TFig. 3 represents a perspective view
of a follower with the parts positioned as in
Fig. 1. Tig. 4 represents a bottom plan view
of a follower. Fig. 5 represents a top plan
view of a follower. Fig. 6 represents a lon-
gitudinal sectional view on the line 6 6 of
Fig. 5.
tional view on the line 7 7 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3
represents a cross-sectional detail view on the
line 8 8 ot Fig. 1. |

Referring to the drawings, wherein I have
represented the best embodiment of my in-
vention now known to me, o represents my
improved follower, which is shown as com-
posed of a heel part b and a maultiple fore
part f. The fore part f is divided into two
laterally-expansible sections /' /', each hav-
ing a top portion f* f?, that is vertically and
longitudinally movable or expansible inde-
pendently of the sections /' f'. The lateral
expansion of the follower is effected by the
sections ' ', that carry with them laterally
the top portions f? f* while the vertical and
longitudinal expansion of the follower is ef-
fected by the top portions f* /%, the springs
that force these portions upward also foreing
them forward.

Tt follows from the deseribed construction
and arrangement of parts that when my im-
proved follower is inserted in a shoe sections
F' f',withthetop portions f* /% automatically

'ex:pand laterally, while the top portions f* f*

by an independent movement expand verti-

cally and longitudinally, thus completely fill- |

Fig. 7 represents a detail cross-sec- |

¥

Tl

ing the shoe and making the upper conform
to the shape given it by the first last, either

laterally, vertically, or longitudinally. This

is an important advantage, since if a follower
only expands laterally it tends to flatten the
upper, thus changing the designed appear-
ance of the shoe. On the other hand, in fol-
lowers where there is no provision for lateral
expansion and the top portion is arranged to
have a vertical movement the upper 1s un-
duly lifted, and besides changing the shape
of the shoe when the shoe is manipulated on
the said follower the upper falls or is forced
into the space between the raised top of the
follower, .thereby creasing the upper along
the line of said opening. By the use of my
follower these objections are all overcome.
The follower automatically fills all parts of
the shoe, the tendency to flatten the upper 1s
prevented by the vertical expansion of the
top, while undue lifting action of the top is
prevented by the lateral expansion of the fol-
lower, thus automatically adapting itself to
the varving widths and lengths of shoes and
designs of uppers. |

The heel part b is connected to the multiple
fore part by means of a hinge b’. (See Figs. 3
and 5.) One leaf of the hinge b’ is secured to
the heel, and the other leaf of the hinge 18 pro-
vided with two slots 0* b*. Each of the sec-
tions ' of the multiple fore part is secured to
the slotted leaf of the hinge by means of
screws b3, which hold the sections to the hinge,
but at the same time permit these sections,
by reason of the slot 8% to move laterally to-
ward and from each other. .

. I represent coiled springs having their
ends arranged in complemental recesses on
the opposing faces of sectionsf’ f',said springs
acting to normally force said sections apart
to give the follower the desired lateral expan-
sion.

I/ represents a plate secured at one end by
a screw to one of the sections f'. The other

end of this plate is formed with a slot A% A
screw h3, passing through the slot into the
other section f’, permits the plate to have a
sliding engagement with the screw to serve
as a guide and also to serve to limit the lateral
expansion of the follower. Each section [

carries a top portion 1~
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Jf? represents a serew passing through an

cured to seetion f~.

J*represents a coiled spring arran ﬁ‘ed about |
sald screw and complemental recesses in the |

opposing faces of sections f' /°. The head of
the screw 7°
in the section f'. DBy this construction the
top f* has a vertfical expansive motion, the
amount of which can be adjusted at any tlme
by means of the screws.

J* represents a guide-pin, here shown as a

serew, passing through a slot

/% The head of the secrew f% is arranged in
a countersuank hole in the part 7.

Jfirepresents a washerslotted tocorrespond
withthe slot £ Thespring 4 notonly forces
the parts f~ upward but also forward, the up-
ward movement being limited by serews 72,
the amount of the forward movement being
limited by the slot /7.

1t is old in the art toprovide a follower with
a hinged heel and alsotodivide afollowerinto
parts by a vertical cut and make said parts
distensible. I base no eclaim u pon either of

these features, mny invention counsisting in a |
multiple leIded follower constructed zmd ar-

ranged to expand vertically as well as later-
ally, as described.

Myimproved follower notonly propezly fills -
out the shoe and preserves theshape given it

by the originallast, but by reason of the SCrews
7% and the amount of the play of the serews
/® and 6% which may be varied at pleasure,

the extent to which a follower shall expand

in any direction can be adjusted for the va-
rious dimensions of a shoe.

Having thus explained the natur o of my in-
vention a.nd described a way of constructing
and using the same, though without attempt-

ing toset forth all the forms in which it may |
be made orall of the modes of its use, what I |

1sarrangedin a countersunk hole |

f¥near the for- |
ward end of the Seetmn /' into the top part

640,869

, | claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
opening in the rear part section /' and se- | | |

18— Ny __ | |
1. A follower comprising a heel member, a

foot member, the foot member being composed

of two 1a,temlhf -expansible seetmns each hav-
mﬂ' a vermeally-expanmble top.

A follower comprising a heel member, a
fmt member, the foot member being c:}mpased
of two Ia,temlly-exp&n sible sectmns each hav-
ing a top portion arranged to autﬁmatledlly
move upwa.rd and forw &zd When the follower

18 placed in the shoe.

3. A follower comprising a heel mﬁmber a

footmember, the foot memberbeing eomposed

of {wo la,terally-_expa,nszble lower seetwﬂs and
a vertically-expansible top section connected

{$t0 each lower section.

4. A follower comprising a heel member, a
foot member, the foot member being composed
of twolaterally-expansible lower sectionsand
a vertically-expansible, longitudinally-mov-

| able top section ceﬂneeted to each 1ower 3eC-

tion.

5. A f{ﬂlewer eemp1 ising a foot member hav-
ing two laterally-expansi ble members, toeach
of which is connected a verticall y—expansible,
longitudinally-movable top.

6. A self-adjusting follower comprising a

heel member, a two-part expansible foot mem-

ber formed with expansible top sections.

7. A follower comprising a fore part, a heel
part, the fore part having two laterally-ex-
pansiblesections to each of whichisconnected
a vertically-expansible top and means for ad-

justing the amount of the e*zpansmn of said

parts.
- In tegtlmony wherec}f I have afﬁzed my Sig-

nature in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY F. BROWNE.

Wilhesses:
RICHARD H. ALDOES,
EDWARD F. BARTLETT.
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