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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CLINTON HALE TEB-
BETTS, a resident of Lexmn'ton in the county
of Fayette and State of Kentncky have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in
Monkey-Wrenches; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription theleof

My invention relates to monkey -wmnehes
1ts object being to provide & monkey-w rench
which will be capable of quick adjustment

approximately to the nut or other surface to

be engaged thereby and then of accurate ad-
justment to such surface, so that the neces-
sity for the slow turning of the nut to bring
the parts into position is overcome.

The invention comprises, generally stated,

a wrench-body having the ordinary head, a

rectangular body portion and a threaded sur-
face below the body portion, a ratchet-plate
sliding on such body portion, a movable jaw
having a pawl engaging with said ratchet-
plate, and a nut engaging the threaded face

on the body portion and adapted to move the

ratchet-plate and so provide tor the accurate
adjustment of the wrench.

{t also consists in certain other improve-
ments, all of which will be more fully de-
scribed and claimed.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will describe the
same more fully, referring to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of the wrench. Fig.
2 1s a longitudinal section of the movable jaw
and threaded nut, the remainder of the
wrench being shown in full lines. TFig. 3 is
a cross-section on the line 3 3, Fig. 2; and Fig.
4 is a view of a modification of the wrench.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in each.

The wrench has the regular body formed
of the bar portion a with its head b, the bar
portion ¢ being generally rectangularin shape
and having at the base of such rectangular
portion the threaded portion ¢, beyond which
is the handle-stem d, over which the handle

-d' fits, said handle being held in place by the

nut d*. Sliding on the body of the wrench is
the ratchet-plate f, this being mounted to
slide in any suitable way. In the construec-

tion shown the body has the guideway e, on |

| an annular recess 7/,

AL . —— —

which the ratchet-plate f slides, the ratchet-
plate and body being shown as having s
tongue-and-groove guide connection. 'This
ratchet-plate is also shown as having a stem
g, sliding into a seat ¢’, formed for the same
above the guideway on the wrench-bar and
serving to hold the upper end of the ratchet-
plate close to the bar,and i in the construction
shown in Fig. 4 a spring ¢? is placed within
the hole receiving said stem to force the same
outwardly and hold its other end 1n contact
with the nut 2. In the preferred construe-
tion this spring is omitted, and the ratchet-
plate hasat its lowerend an extension ¢, witha
projecting teat or lug+’,which engages within
formed in the nut A, so
that 1n serewing the nut upon the threaded
portion ¢ the ratchet-plate f 1s moved up and
down with the nut, the necessity for the spring
g* being overcome. The ratchet-plate has,
as shown, a series of ratchet-teeth which pro-
vide for engagement of the pawl-block £k,
mounted ir the movable jaw [, which slides
upon the wrench-bar. Any suitable form of
pawl may of course be employed, that shown
being a sliding pawl fitting within a recess m
in the body of the movable jaw, a spring n
being confined between the pawl and the base
of said recess m, the sliding pawl fitting
around both the body e and the sliding plate
f of the wrench and having on its lnner face
a series of teeth engaging the teeth of the
ratchet-plate, so that a strong union between
the movable jaw and the wrench is provided.
The spring n holds the sliding pawl always
in contact with the ratchet-plate except when
1t 1s relieved by pressure upon the pawl.
When the wrench is in use, if it is to be ap-
plied, say, to a nut the operator simply slips
the movable jaw up over the wrench bar or
body until it engages with the ratchet-plate
in such way as to hold the movable jaw as
close to the nut as practicable, though of
course on account of the length of the teeth
of the ratchet-plate an accurate adjustment
cannot always be obtained. In order to ob-
tain such accurate adjustment, however, 1t
is only necessary to give the nut /2 a few turns
upon the threaded body portion of the wrench,
when it will force the ratchet-plate fupwardly
and provide for such quick adjustment, the
wrench providing in this way for very rapid
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and at the same time accurate adjustment
to any surface upon which a hold is to be
taken. The wrench can be opened ot course
by pressure upon the pawl, freeing it from
the face of the ratchet-plate, thmw*h in most
cases it is necessary to draw back the ratchet-
plate itself by the turning of thenut. When

‘the ratchet-plate is drawn back, if the con-

struction shown in IFig. 2 1is nsed the plate

itself is drawn bodily back by means of the
nut, while in the construction shown in Fig.

4 as the nut is drawn out of the way the spring
g*forces back the plate. The operation is the
same in either case. I thus provide an ex-
tremely simple and efficient wrench having

the advantage of quick adjustment combined

with accurate ad]ustmem which is beheved
to be very desirable in such tools.

What I claim as mv invention, and desm‘e
to secure by Letiers P‘dtent is—

1. The ecombination Wlt,h a wrench - bedy
having a threaded surface below the rectan-
oular bady portion thereof, of a ratchet-plate
shdmﬂ‘ on said body portmn a movable jaw
havmg a pawl engaging said ratchet-plate,
and a nut engaging the threaded face on the
body portion and adapted tomove the mtehet—
plate, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination with a wrench-body

having a threaded surface below the rectan- |

gular b{}d}," portion thereof, of a ratchet-plate

shdmg on sald body por tmn a movable jaw |
having a pawl engaging said ratchet- plate |

and a nut engaging the threaded face of the

hody portion a,nd ddd,pted to movethe ratchet-

e

| plate, the ratchet-plate having a projecting
| lug engaging with anannular recessof thenut

80 as to impart motion in either direction to
the ratchet-plate, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination with a wrench-body 40

having a rectangular body portion provided
with a guaideway along one face, of a ratchet-
plate fitting and sliding in said guideway, a

pmgeetmn at one end E}f saild ratchet-plate

entering a longitudinal recess in the wrench- 43

body and a Lmt engaging the threaded face

of the body and engaging with the ratchet-

plate, substantially as sef forth.
4, The combination with a wrench-body

having a ratchet-plate sliding thereon, of a 50

rmev&ble jaw fitting around “the bedy and

ratchet-plate and having a recess therein, and
a sliding pawl fitsting within said recess and

around the wrench-body and ratchet-plate,

substantially as set forth.

5. The combination with a wrench-body
having a ratchet-plate sliding thereon, of a
mﬁvable Jjaw fitting around the b{}dy and
ratchet-plate and having arecess therein, and
a sliding pawl fitting Wlthlﬂ said recess and
around the wrench- bf}dy and ratchet-plate,
and a spring confined between the sliding

| pawl and the base of the recess of the mov-

able pawl, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I, the said CLINTON

HALE TEBBETTS, have hereunto sef my hand.

CLINTON HALEK TEBBETTS.
Witnesses:
. C. R.&YMOWD
RoBERT C. TOT’I‘EE’-’.
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