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To all whom it may concer:

Beit known that I, THOMAS CARENCE, & Citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Nasal Protec-
tors; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-

- vention, such as will enable others skilled in
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the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the figures of
reference marked thereon, which form & part
of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvementin
nasal protectors of the class set forth in Let-
ters Patent numbered 598,467, issued to me
February 1, 1898, my object being to provide
asimplified and improved construction adapt-
ed to more perfectly perform the function

set forth in the aforesaid patent—namely, the

protection of the mucous membrane of the
nasal passages from the poisonous dust with
which the atmosphere is laden at certain sea-
sons of the year,whereby the attendant evils
are obviated or relieved; and to this end the
invention consists of the features hereinafter
described and claimed, all of which will be
fully understood by reference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which is illustrated an

- embodiment thereof.

In the drawings, Figure 1 illustrates my im-
proved devicein use. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view illustrating the device in detail and on
a larger scale. Fig. 3 i3 a longitudinal sec-
tion taken through the device. Iig. 418 an
end view of the same. |

Similar reference characters indicating cor-
responding parts in these views, let the nu-

meral 5 designate the nostril-closing wings of |

the device, each of which is provided with
two ears 5%, apertured to receive a hinge-pin

6, which is surrounded by a coil-spring 7, one

extremity of which is attached to an ear of
one wing, while the other extremity 1s con-
nected with an ear of the other wing, where-

| by the normal tendency of the spring is to

draw the wings together. To the inner sur-
face of each wing is attached an arm 3,whose

free extremity is provided with a socket 3%, 56

in which is located a piece of soft elastic ma-
terial 9, preferably composed of rubber.
When the device is in use, these rubber cush-
ions 9 engage the central cartilage separating

the nostrils or nasal passages of the nose, 55

whereby the device is held in place and saild

passages closed from the outside. KEach wing

5 is provided with a slot 5, controlled by a
valve-plate 10,pivotally mounted on the wing;
as shown at 12. This valve is provided with
a slot 10*. The funection of the valve is to
control the admission of air to the nostrils
as desired. In case the patient cannot con-
veniently breathe without the admission of
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some air to the nostrils the valve may be 65

turned so that its slot shall register more or
less with the slot in the wing, according to
the needs or requirements of the individual.
If it is not desired to admit air to the nos-
trils, the valve 10 is turned to completely
close the slot 10* in each wing.
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Having thus described my invention,what

I claim is— . |
1. A nasal protector comprising two spring-
held, nostril-closing wings, suitable means at-
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tached to a wing or wings for controlling the -

admission of air to the nostrils, and means
attached to the device for maintaining it in
position for use.

2. Anasal protector comprising two spring-
held, nostril-closing wings, each wing being
provided with an aperture, and an ad justable
valve mounted on the wing and arranged to
control the admission of air through said

‘wing-aperture.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS CARENCE.

Witnesses:
- Z. H. WEYANT,
A. 1. LoUis.
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