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ALBERT BAUMGARTEN, OF FREEPORT, ILLINOIS.

TOWEL-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 640,357, dated J anuary 2, 1900.
Application filed January 8, 1899, Serial No. 700,887, (No model)

Lo @il whom ©& may coneeri:

Be it known that I, ALBERT BAUMGARTEN,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Freeport, in the county of Stephen-
son and State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and nseful Improvements in Towel-
Ilolders, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in towel-holders, the purpose of which
is to produce a cheap, ornamental, and effect-
1ve holder which may be easily put together
and taken apart and shall hold one or more
towels securely and yet permit of their with-
drawal either together or separately, as may
be desired.

The invention consists in certain novel
characteristics, which will appear from the

description of the preferred device and which

will be particularly defined in the claims.
The drawings show a front elevation in
Figure 1, a vertical section in line ¢ 2 of Kig. 1
in ¥ig. 2, a rear clevation of the outer plate
in KFig. 3, a front elevation of the inner plate
in IYig. 4, a perspective of the post in 'ig. 5,
and a section in line 6 6 of Fig. 1, 'ooking in

the direction of the arrow 6, to illustrate the

¢lfect upon one part of the device by the oper-
ation of another part, in Fig. 6.

A 1s a supporting post or stud, which may
be provided with a secrew a to attach it to a
convenient object. This post is provided
with a shank «', at the outer end of which
project three shoulders ¢? beyond whieh the
post 1s reduced into a neck a3, surmounted
by a three-cornered head a'. It will be un-
derstood, of course, that the number of cor-
ners of the head or shoulders on the shank
are Immaterial to certain portions of my in-
vention, the description being made in exact
terms for clearness, but without any bhought
of limiting the invention to any of these spe-
cific forms. A coiled spring B encireles the
shank of the post, and a tilting plate C is pro-
vided with a three-cornered opening ¢, large
enough to pass over the shoulders ¢?, enabling
the plate to rest upon the spring, The plate
18 provided with three projecting buttons c',
adapted to be inwardly pressed Dy the finger
or by the towel to open the jaws of the holder.
IFrom these buttons extend inwardly three

ribs ¢*, adapted to engage with the cap or
cover 1n the operation of the holder. Said
cap or cover is shown in front view in Fig. 1
at D and in rear view in Fig. 3. It hasa cen-

tral triangular opening d, adapted to pass
over the head a* and by a partial rotation to

engage therewith, as seen in Fig. 1, to hold
the parts together. The back of the cap is
provided with three grooves ', fitted to the
ribs ¢* and adapted by engagement there-
with to prevent rotation of the cap during
the ordinary use of the device.

In putting the holder together the coiled
spring B is placed upon the post, the tilting
plate € passed over the same and forced down
upon the spring, and the cap D then passed
over the head a* and rotated partly around
until the grooves d' receive the ribs ¢

Lo operate the holder, any one of the three
jaws is opened by pressing inward upon the
corresponding button ¢, either with the hand,
the towel, or other article, and then slipping
the latter in between one of the ribs ¢® and
one of the grooves d'. Fig. 6 shows that the
oscillation of the tilting plate by means of one
of the buttons does not disturb the engage-
ment between the ribs which correspond to
the other buttons and the cap, so that either
one of the three jaws may be used independ-
ently and without regard to anything which
may be supported by the other jaws.
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Irecognize the possibility of great variation

in the form and construction of this device,
and hence do not believe the invention to be
limited to that specifically described herein.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent-—

1. 'I'he combination with a post provided

with means for securing it to a relatively sta-
tionary object, of two plates supported upon
the post, one substantially rigid with respect
thereto and one adapted to be tilted or tipped
with respect to the same and a spring bearing

‘upon the post and the tilting plate to bring

sald tilting plate toward the fixed plate; sub-
stantially as described. .

2. The combination with a supporting-post,
of a spring enecircling the post, a tilting plate
encircling the post, resting upon the spring
and having radially-projecting buttons and

| outwardly-projecting ribs and a cap secured
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ing plate to clasp the desired articles between |
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tothe post and provided with inwardly-facing
grooves, adapted to engage the ribs; substan-
tially as described. | | __

3. The combination with a suitably-shaped

post, of an enecircling spring, a tilting plate
resting upon the spring and held against ro-

tation by the post, and a cap provided with a

suitable opening to slip over the end of the
post and be engaged therewith against longi-

tudinal movement by a partial rotation, said
cap being adapted to codperate with the tilt-

the two; substantially as described.

4. The combination with a suitable post,of |
an outwardly-spring-pressed tilting plate en- |

r

cireling the post and provided with three sub-
stantially equidistant radial ribs, and a cap

secured upon the end of the post and pro- -

vided with three inwardly-facing grooves

adapted to receive the ribs; substantially as
described. |

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand, at Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, this 28th day of December,
A. D. 1898. N |

ALBERT BAUMGARTEN.
Witnesses: | | o

- Louis STROHACKER,
- CHAS. O. SHERVEY.
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