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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RICHARD W. OSWALD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bloomsburg, in the county of Columbia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Bolsters:
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact description of the in-
ventlon, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, :

My invention relates to improvements in
bolsters; and it consists in a bolster compris-
inga body portion formed of a channel-shaped
plate, the ends of the bottom portion of the
sald plate having theircentral parts displaced,
80 that the side pottions of the bottom may
be bent upwardly and brought together at the
ends of. the bolster to produce the proper ta-
per of the same.

It also consists in certain other novel con-
siructions, combinations, and arrangements
of parts, as will be hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a plan view of a blank or plate
from which my improved bolster is formed.
Fig. 2 represents a perspective view of a bol-

- ster constructed in accordance with my in-

vention. Iig. 5 represents an end elevation
of a bolster formed in a slightly-different
manuner, and Kig. 4 represents a still different
manner of forming the said bolster.

My improved bolster may be used either as
a truck-bolster or as a body-bolster. In the
drawings I have illustrated the same as adapt-
ed for use upon a truck.

In carrying out my invention I preferably
form the bolster 1 by bending the same from
a blank or single piece of metal, such as 2, as
shown in Ifig. 1. The blank has a portion of
its material cut ount, folded, corrugated, or
otherwise displaced and is bent so as to form
a channel-beam, the sides 33 and the bottom
4 being integral.

1The bolster is preferably constructed with
its greatest depth at the center and tapers
upwardly toward its ends.

By using a blank as above described if, is
not necessary to form the bolster by means
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placed or cut-out end portions form free ends,
which may be bent so as to have their edges
brought together, as at 5, (seen in Fig. 2 of
the drawings,) thus producing the desired ta-
pered effect of the bolsters.

The outer ends of the bolster are preferably
formed with their lower surfaces horizontal
and may be provided with the usual means
forsecuringthe bolster to the sides of the car-
truck. It will be noted that by this construe-
tion the metal composing the sides of the bol-
ster 1s undisturbed either by drawing or
pressing, which operations often make the
metal thinner in some parts than in others,
and therefore weakens it. The metal manip-
ulated in accordance with my invention may
be bent or folded while cold, if desired, or
with a slight heating. This prevents the lia-
bility of barming the strength of the metal
by overheating. Instead of cutting out the

ends they may be simply split and the split

portions partially lapped over one another, as
at 6, (shown in Fig. 3,) thus producing the
proper taper on the bottom of the bolster. As
seen in Kig. 4, this same object may be ac-
complished by bending or corrugating the

ends of the bolster, as al 7 in Fig. 4, all with-.

in the spirit of my invention.

While I have illustrated and described a
bolster suitable for a car-truck, yet it will be
apparent that a body-bolster for cars may be
constructed in the same manner.

It will thus be seen that I am enabled to
produce a bolster in a simple and inexpensive
manuner, and yet one which will be strong and
well braced in the desired directions. The
side portions of bolsters thus formed will be
made of metal, which is not weakened by ma-
nipulation.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. A Dbolster comprising a body portion
formed of a channel-shaped plate having its
bottom cut at the ends and bent so as to be
beveled upwardly underneath, substantially
as described. | h

2. A bolster formed of plate metal bent to
produce a channel-beam, the bottom of the
said beam or plate being cut at the ends, the

of drawing or pressing the metal, and the dis- | cut edges thus formed being brought together
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to produce the proper tape1 of the bolster, the
construction being such that the metalin the
sides of the bolster is undisturbed and there-
fore not weakened,substantially as described.
3. A bolster comprising a body portion
formed of a channel-shaped plate, the bottom

of the said bolster being cut at the endsand
bent so as to be beveled upwardly, the cut
bent ends being arranged with their edges to-

gether, substantlally as described.
4. A Dbolster comprising a body portion

formed of a channel-shaped plate, the ends

of the bottom portlon of the S&ld plate hav-
ing their central parts displaced so that the
81de portions of the bottom may be bent up- 15
wardly and brought together at the ends of
the bolster to produce the proper taper of the
same, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof 1 hereunto affix my
swnatnm in presence of two witnesses.
RICHARD W. OSWALD
Witnesses: :
S. F. PEAOOCL, |
R. .. ORANGE.
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