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To «all whom it may corncermn: |
Beitknown that I, THOMAS ADDISON BELL,

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Bir-

mingham,inthe county of Jefferson and State

Of Alab&ma haveinvented a new and usefnl

~ Matech-Box, of w hich the follownw 1S & spem-
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fication.
My invention relates to that class of nmtuh-

boxes adapted to be carried in the pocket;

and the object of the invention is to plovlde

an improved mateh-box of this class having
means whereby a match may be lighted in the |

| ‘act of withdrawing it from the box ]

I 5.'
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With this objeet in view my invention con-
sists in the improved construction, ar range-

ment, and combination of parts helemaftel'

fully deseribed and afterward speelﬁmlly

pointed out in the appended claims.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
towhich myinvention most nearly appertains

~ tomake and use the same, I will now proceed
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to describeits constr uetlon and Opelatmn ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, Formmg part hereof, in which—

qure 11is a per speetwe view of a mateh- |
box eonstmeted in accordance with my in-
- vention. Fig. ‘?’maseetwnalwewof the same.

- Figs. 3, 4, .-;a,nd 5 are views in side elevation
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- responding shape with the box.
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-of examples of match-boxes embodying my

Invention, and Fig. 6 is a detail perspegtwe

view of a eatch -spring detached.

~ Like numerals of 1efe1 ence mark the same--

~ parts wherever they occur in the various fig-
‘ures of the drawings.,
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Referring to the dmfvmﬁs by ﬂumemls 10

indicates the body of a pocket match box or

safe, which for the purposes of myinvention
may be made of various materials, preferably
of lwht sheet metal, and so far as its general
f01m Is concerned may be of various shapes

1lindicates the lid or cover of the box,
erably made of the same material and of Ccor-
This 1id is
hinged to the box, which is provided with a
spring, as at 12 bemmﬂ against the inside of
the lid with a 11101111&1 tendenev to throw it to

1ts open position.
- 18 indicates a catch - spung, of suitable

metal and of any approved form, secured to
the box and adapted through the medi am of

- a beveled lateh end H to engage fmd hold the

]

pref-

| be made Stlcllﬂ‘ht, as in Figs. 1 and 2

‘thelid.
ened or scrateh surface in the lid exteudmw |
| to its cateh edge 21, whereby when the 1lid is
closed this surface will be substantially par-

(]‘:To mndel )

‘The meeting edﬂ es of the box and lid m&y
, but are
plefel ably formed as shown in IF1gs. 3 4, and

5,in which the boxisformed with cut- away re-

cesses, technically termed ¢ thumb-notches,”

‘in its upper edges, as at 15, such recesses be-
ing
_;'mbtc

in Kig
asin I*ln* 4, in which instances the notches

located variously in S.:ud edges—as, for
nce, near the tmnt e(‘]n‘e of the box as
3 or at about the mlc]dle of the edo*e

are only A third or fourth as wide as the edge,

or as in ¥ig. 5, in which the whole edﬂ"e 18 cut

front edge of hd wlmn elosed down upon the' N
'bOYJ_ | |
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away on an 111wmdly-emved line to form a

recess or noteh. In each construcetion the lid
will be shaped to correspond, being provided

| with a projecting portion, as at 1(), to oceupy
and close the notch when the lld 1s Glosed

down upon the box.

- 17 indicates a wuﬂ*hened or ‘“‘scrateh?” sur-.
face formed on the eateh -spring 13, a notch

18 being formed in its beveled laJtch end 14
to receive and auide a mateh while it is belnn*
withdrawn from the box and the usual push-

button 19 bemg provided, whereby the cateh-

spring may be pressed mward to release its
lateh end from engagement with the edge of
20 indicates a correspondingly rouﬂh-

allel and in contact with or very close to the
scratch-surface 17 on the catch-spring 13, the
catch edge 21 being provided with a noteh 22,

similar to and in eoueqpondm position Wltll

thenoteh 18of the catch-spring. Thescratch-
surfaces may be straight, eurved, or inclined
toward their centers, as shown in Figs. 1 and
0, provided always that they subqtantmlly

‘meet when the 1id is closed down on the box.

+'he matches are placed in the box heads
first, and when it is desired to withdraw and
light one the push-button is pressed, which,
as before stated and as is usual in boxes of

| this general class, releases the catch-spring

13 fmm enwwemenb with the catch edge 21

A match isnow grasped,

of the lid and permits the lid to be thrown
open by spring 12,
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which action is famllmted by the existence

ol the thumb notches, fmd carried into posi-




I0
~ the necessity of separate movements to mmte..

“tion in the notch 18 of the spring 13, when |
the lid is pressed inward, bringing its scra,tch-
surface down on the match when the match
is pulled outward and 1ﬂ'n1ted by reason of |
- 5 the frictional contact of its head w1th the
- roughened surfaces.
o The advantages attendmﬂ* the use of thls i

- _"fmventlon are niumerous and obvious.
‘matches will be ignited during the p1ocess of -

The

withdrawal from the box, thereby obviating

~them on outside surfaces, “thh are some-
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times not handy to reach and ma,y be greasy
or wet, which will prevent ignition. With

this 1nvent10n ignition is easy and sure, the
‘scrateh - surfaces being always protected

against wet and grease, so that a match may

-be readily ignited even in the rain.
"Whilel h.:we illustrated and descr 1bed what-_-
I consider to be the best means now known

~ to me for earrying out my invention, Ido not |
wish to be understood as restricting myself |
 to the exact forms and constr uetlons shown,. |
as many slight changes therein or vmmtmns;:_' e
~therefrom mwht suggest themselves to the or-

s eswpg62

vention.

' dmm y mechan ic, all of Whleh would be clearly -
“included wﬂahm the lmnt and scope of. mym-__;-__ |

- Having thus fully deseribed my in Ventmn T

“what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Lettels Patent of the United States, is—

”._30_ S

1. A match-box provided with a catech- "

| 'SpI'll]“' having a roughened or scratch surface

in combination with a lid prowded with a

similar, interior surface in position to meet

the scra,teh-smface of the spring, when the lid

face to meet that of the catch-spring, when

the lid is- closed on the box substantmlly a,s__ L

deserlbed

Wltnesses S e
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s closed on the box,substantially as described.
- 2. A match-box provided with thumb-
‘notches in its edges and a eatch-sprm pro-
vided with a scmtch-surfaee ‘in combination
with a spring-opening lid havmn' projections
to close the thumb-notches and a seratch-sur-
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