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Lo all whnony it mary concerm:
Be it known that I, CHARLES ZIMMLING-
HATUS, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Paterson, in the county of Passaic and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful ImprovementsinTable-Cloth
Fasteners, of which the following is such a
tall, elear; and exact description as will en-
able any one skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification.

My invention relates to a fastener for de-
tachably securing a table-cloth or the like
to the top of a table to prevent the cloth from

- being accidentally pulled off or moved out of
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place.

1The chief objects of my invention are to
provide a simple and efficient device of this
character and which may be readily clamped
in place and unclamped by the ordinary user.

T'o these ends myinvention consists in the
various novel and peculiararrangements and
combinations of the several parts of the de-
vice, all as hereinafter fully described and
then pointed out in the claims.

I have illustrated my improved fastener in
the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a side viewof my improved fas-
tener shown as mounted in place on the edge

of a table-top and holding in place the cloth.

thereon, the table-top and cloth being shown
in vertical section. Fig.2is aside viewof the
tastener shown as detached and with parts
thereof in section. Fig. 3isa view of a section
of the fastener looking upwardly, the plane of
the section being indicated by the line z x,
Kig. 2. Ifig.4is a planview of a metallicblank
from which the hollow movable jaw of the fas-
tener 1s formed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like numbers of reference indicate
like parts throughout, 2, 3, and 4 designate
the three right-angled sides of a metallic
bracket, the side 3 forming the main part and
back of the bracket, from the respective ends
of which project the side 2, constituting the
fixed jaw of the clamp, and the side 4, consti-
tuting a fixed abutment for the spring. This
bracket is made of a flat strip of metal bent
into the shape shown in the drawings. Upon

the back or main part 8 of the bracket is |

]

‘mounted a sliding jaw 6, which is made from
a flat piece of stock cut in the shape shown

in Kig, 4. This metallic blank comprises a 55

body portion 7,from the opposite side of which,
near one end,projects a guide-piece 8, having
its edge cut at 9 in the shape of an are, so
that when the ends of the guide-pieces 8 are

brought together there is provided between 6o

them a cireular opening, forming a suitable
guide for the spiral spring 5. This blank is
formed upon one edge'with two ears 10, pro-
jecting at right angles to the guide-pieces 8.
The blank is bent up at right angles on lines
11 in a parallel position and at right angles
to the body 7 thereof.
are bent on the lines 12 at right angles, so
that they are brought over together and in a
plane parallel with the body 7, as will be un-
derstood more particularly from Fig. 3. The
two ears 10 are bent back on the lines 13 at
right anglesand so as to take loosely around
the side 3 of the bracket in order that it may
be slid along the same. In thisway the mov-
able jaw of the clasp is formed hollow and so
as to recelve within it the larger end of the
conically-shaped spiral spring 5.

The spring 5 is formed of a metallic strip
twisted on itself in a spiral form, and the up-
per and larger end thereof isinserted through
the guide-opening in the under side of the
movable jaw, and its upper end rests against
the under side of the upper part of the jaw.
The other end of the spring 5 is seated in an
opening 14, formed in the fixed abutment 4
of the bracket, and in this way the spring is
confined in place.

The guide-pieces 8§
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1o prevent the movable jaw 6 closing

agalnst the fixed jaw, I form the back of the
bracket 8 with a shoulder 15, which stops the
jaw at a suitable point to keep it a consider-
able distance away from the fixed jaw. This
enables the user to insert his finger between
the two jaws in order to get a purchase on the
movable jaw to readily open it. This hold-
ing the movable jaw some distance away from
the fixed one also helps to retain the spring
in firm position, as in such case the spring is
not completely extended, and henceis always
under tension. -

In Fig. 1 I show the fastener as applied to
the edge of a table-top 16, over which is laid
a cloth 17. The fastener is in clamped posi-
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tion, with the fixed jaw 2 lying upon the up-
per side of the table and the movable jaw 6
upon the under side, and the spring 5, being
well compressed, exerts a sufficient pressure

to keep the fastener clamped firmly in place,

and thereby hold the cloth on the table-top.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 18— |

1. A spring-clasp consisting in bhe combl-

nation of a bracket provided with a fixed jaw,

a coiled spring, a.sliding jaw mounted on
said bracket and having its under side re-
cessed to receive and retain one end of said
coiled spring, an abutment on said bracket
formed with a socket for receiving and re-
taining the other end of said coiled spring
substantlally as and for the purpose set forth.
2. A spring-clasp consisting in the combi-
nation of a coiled spring 5, a bracket consist-
ing in a metal strip having its ends bent up
at right angles to the central portion thereof,

- one such bent end constituting a fixed jaw 2

and the other end constituting a fixed abut-
ment 4,s8aid abutment being provided with a

socket 14 for receiving and retaining the end

of said coiled spring 5, a hollow sliding jaw
mounted on the central portion of said bracket

and provided with an opening 9 9 for receiv- |

ing and retdmmn‘ the end oE said coiled
spring, substan‘mally as and for the purpose
set forth.

3. A spmnﬁ'-cla%p eonmsmun‘ in the combi-

nation of a bracket provided Wlth a fixed jaw,

‘a coiled spring and a fixed abutment on the

bracket engaged by one end of said spring, a
movable jaw mounted toslide on said bracket
toward the fixed jaw, the said sliding jaw
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being hollow and formed from a flat stock- '-

blank comprising a body with two opposite
and laterally-projecting guide-pieces formed

“with a semicircular edge and two ears pro-

jecting from the same edge of the blank at
richt angles to the said guide-pieces for re-
taining the jaw in -sliding position upon the
back of the bracket, the said spring passing
between the said guide-pieces on the movable
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jaw and engaging said jaw, substantially as .

and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereot I have hereunto setf

my hand in the presence of the two subserib-
ing thnesses |

CHARLES ZIWIMLINGHAUS

Witnesses:
EMIL ZIM‘VILINGHAUS _
LERNEST AI‘V[MLINGHAUS
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