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Lo all whom it may concerw: |

Be it known that I, JAMES S. SPURGEON, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
county of Henry and State of Kentuecky, have
invented a new and useful Hame-Fastener, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to hame-fasteners of
that class embodying a toggle-lever:; and the
object of the present invention is to provide
an improved device having the parts adjust-
ably connected together,whereby the fastener
may be fitted to hames of different sizes.

1o this end the present invention consists
1n the combination and arrangement of parts,

as will be hereinafter more fully desecribed, |

shown in the accompanying drawings, and
particularly pointed ont in the appended
claim. |

In the drawings, Figure 1is an elevation of

the device in open position. TFig. 2 is a top
edge view thereof in closed position. Fig. 3
is an elevation of Fig. 2. Tig. 4 is a trans-
verse sectional view on the line x z, Fig. 2.

‘The same numerals of reference are used
to indicate like and corresponding parts in
each of the several figures of the drawings.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the present deviee embodies opposite links 1

-and 2 and an intermediate connecting toggle-

lever 3, all formed of flat metal plates of suit-
ablesize. Thelever 3is pivoted intermediate
of its ends, nearer one longitudinal edge than

the other, to the link member 2 upon a re--

movable pivot-pin 4, having a transversely-
disposed head or thumb-piece 5. A plurality
of openings 6 are formed through the link 2
near its upper edge, whereby the lever may
be adjusted longitudinally upon the link. A%
one end the link is bent into a hook 7, pro-

40 jected at the outer side of the link opposite
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the lever 3. A suitable leaf-spring 8 is fas-
tened to the link, having its free end engaged
against the inner side of the end of the hook
to provide a convenient snap-hook for con-
necting the link with oneend of a hame. The
free end of the lever is provided with a lug 9,
extending transversely ontward from the le-
ver and away from the link 2 and providing
a lateh for the lever, as will be hereinafter
fully described. The otherlink1is pivoted,

as ab 10, to one end of the lever, opposite the
lug end thereof and upon that side opposite

1

the link 2. This pivotal point 10 is located
near one end and near the lower longitudinal

edge of the link and to one side of the longi-

tudinal axis of the lever, opposite the pivot-
pin4. Theouter free end of thelinkisformed
into a hook 11, projected at the inner sids of
the link and located upon the same sidé of
the device as is the hook 7, and may be pro-
vided with a spring, as described, for the other

- hook, as desired. Near the outer end of the

link and in the under longitudinal edge there-
of is provided a noteh 12, adapted to receive

the lug 9 of the toggle-lever and lock the de-

vice when in fastened position.

In the operation of the device the lever 3
is thrown into a position transversely of the
link members, which separates the links and
moves them longitudinally apart. The hooks
7 and 11 are then engaged with the respec-
tive movable ends of the hames, and by throw-
ing the free end of the lever around toward

the link 1 both links are drawn together by

reason of their toggle connection, and the

‘hames are tightened, as will be understood.

When the device is being tightened, the tog-
gle-lever is thrown around until its lug 9
engages with the noteh 12 of the lower edge
of the link 1, whereby the parts of the de-
vice are effectively locked against aceidental
loosening.

By reference to Fig. 2 it will be noted that
the pivot-points 4 and 10, respectively, are
located upon opposite sides of the longitudi-
nai axis of the fastener, whereby the tension
tends to throw the free or lug end of the tog-
gle-lever upward; but as the lug 9 is situated
within the notch 12 it will be apparent that
the lever cannot be moved in this direetion,
and therefore the tension upon the device
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acts to lock the lever in a simple and effect-

ive manner.. -

To fit the fastener to hames of different
sizes, 1t 18 simply necessary to engage the re-
movable pivot-pin 4 with any desired one of
the openings 6 in the link 2, whereby the lon-
cgitudinal throw of the link members is ad-

 Jjusted, as will be understood.

In order that the toggle-lever may be read-
ily disengaged from the notch 12, the outer
end of the lug 9 is enlarged, as at 13, and
adapted to project beyond the opposite face

| of the link member 1, and thereby provides
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a convenient thumb- plece for disengaging the
lever.,

By reason of the combmatmn of parts Of-

the present invention a simple and improved

hame-fastener is provided which may be con-
veniently and effectively adjusted tofit hames
of differentsizes and may be effectively locked.
in its fastened position and also arranged for |
convenient dlbengawement of the opemtmg-,

lever from its locked po&utmn
“What I claim is— -

ing the notch 12 located at its lower edge and

arranged adjacent to the hook, the hnk 2 pro- |

Vlded atits outer end with a hook and a lock- |

ing-lever fulerumed on the 1 inner end of the | |
lmk 1 and adjustably connected at its lnter- |

or. progectmn 9 extending outward at an an-

¢ole to form a handle or thumb-piece, and ar-

ranﬂ'ed to engage the notch 12, said locking-

| lever operatmﬂ' in a plane between the lmks ?
Whereby the lug or projection is a,daupted o
when in engagement with the noteh 12, to ex-
tend across the link 1 so that the handle or
| thumb- -piece will lie beyond the device and
- | be in a position to be readily grasped by the
- A hame-fastener eomprlsmn‘ the link 1 pro-
vided at its outer end with a hook and hav- |

operator, substa,ntlally as and for the pur-
pose deser 1bed : |

Wltnesses I |
" MILTON H. FERGUSON
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| medlate. pt}rtmn on thé inner portmh' of thé .' o

link 2, and provided atits free end with alug 20
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