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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JOEN K. GERRICH, &

citizen of the United States, residing at Han-

over,in the countyof Yorkand State of Penn-
5 sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Children’s Carriages;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appeltams to make and use
the same.

This invention relates to carriages for chil-
dren; and it consists in the novel construc-
tion and combination of the parts hereinafter
15 fully described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal
section through a carriage constructed ac-
cording to this invention. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the frame and the steering mechan-
ism. Fig. 3 is a cross-section taken on the
line « « in Fig. 2. Fig. 418 a detall view of
one of the operating-handles. Fig. 5 1s a de-
tail view showing a modifieation in the oper-
ating-handles.

ATs the frame of a carriage for children, of
~any approved construction.

B is the front axle, and C is the rear axle,
both of whichare 110'1d1y secured to the frame.
The rear axle is provided with rear wheels ¢
in the usual manner.

The front axle B has forked end portions b.

D are horizontally-movable spindles pivot-
ed on pins d in the forked end portions b and
provided with plates or segments d', which
bear continunally against the smfa,ees of the
jaws, so that the pwot pins are relieved of
strain.

B is a coupling-rod having its ends pwoted
to lugs e on the said segments by pinse’. The
lugs are arranged at substanha,lly a right an-
crle to the spmdles

The front or steering wheels ¥ are jour-
naled upon the spindies D, and the carriage
is steered so that it will turn corners, without
being lifted, by moving the spindles D in op-
posite directions simultaneously upon their
pwots

G is a longitudinal steering-shaft which is
journaled in the frame A, and ¢ g 18 a disk or
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| other approved operating device secured on 50

one end portion of the said shatt.

H is a disk or a segment of a disk Seeured
on the opposite end portlon'of the said shaft.

I is a bar which normally bears on the flat
side & of the segment H. The bar I slides 55
vertically upon guides 7', which project from
the frame, and ¢' are springs which press the
bar I downward against the segment, and
thereby normally hold the spindles D paral-
lel with the rear axle and in line with each 60
other. ,

J.is a flexible eonnectlon such as a cord,
wire, or chain. The ends of this conneetion
are attached to the opposite end portions of
the coupling-rod and are wound in opposite 05
directions upon the periphery of the segment
H. The middle portion of the connection
slides in a groove in the flat side A of the seg-
ment and engages with an eyebolt 9. The
evebolt 7 is slidable in a bracket %, secured 7o
to the shaft G, and 3" is a nut on the eyebolt
for adjusting the tension of the flexible con-
nection and taking it up when 1t beeomes
slack.

L are the usual handle-rods of the carriage, 75
and K are the handles for operating the ﬂ'md-
mﬂ' or steering mechanism.

The handles K are slidably supported by
thehandle-rodsin convenient proximity tothe
handle-bar by which the carriage is pushed 8o
along. The handles K may be provided with
sockets &', which slide upon the handle-rods

" when the handle-rods are straight or nearly

straight, as shown in Fig. 4. When thehan-
dle-rods are too much curved or when it 1s 35
not convenient to mount handles on them,
handles K’ may be arranged to slide upon or

‘between guides m or a frame carried by the

handle- rods as shown in Fig. 5.

N are springs which draw the handles to- 9o
ward the handle-barand support their weight.

P is a flexible connection—such as a cord,
wire, or chain—which has its end portions se-
cured to the handles K or K'. The middle
portion of the conneetion P is secured to the g5
disk g and is wound upon it. Guide-sheaves
D are. pwoted to the frame and support the
' connection at any required points.
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The coupling-rod is operated by the han-
dles and intermediate connections and is
moved to the right or to the left reversely,
according to which handle is operated. .

When eitherhandle is let g0, the springs ¢
and the bar I restore the Spmdles to their
normal positions. :

The intermediate connections may be va-

- riously constructed in carrying out this in-
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vention, so that the pivoted spindles may be

moved simultaneously in opposite directions

by means of one or more movable handles
arranged in convenient proximity to the han-
dle-bar by which the carriage is pushed along.

T'he carriage can be pushed in a curve and
can be turned around or steered to the right
or left without first raising one of its end
portions, so that two of its wheels are clear
of the ground.

What I claim is—

1. In a child’s carriage, the combination,
with two horizontally- movable spindles for
the steering - wheels pivoted at their inner
ends and mranﬂ'ed one on each side of the
frame, of spring mechanism normally hold-
ing the axes of the said spindles in alinement
so that the carriage is constrained to move
in & straight line, substantially as set forth.

2. In a child’s carriage, the combination,
with an axle secured to the carriage-frame
and provided with forked jaws or end por-
tions, of horizontally-movable spindles for the
steering - wheels provided with plates which
bear eontmuall} against the said jaws, and
pins pivotingthe sald plates betw een the j jaws,
substantially as set forth.

3. In a child’s carriage, the combination,
with two axles secured to the carriage-frame,
of horizontally - movable spindles for the
steering-wheels pivoted to the end portions
of one of the said axles, and spring mechan-
ism normally holding the said spindles paral-
lel with the other said axle, substantially as
set forth.

4. In a child’s carriage, the combination,
withan axlesecured tothe carriage-frame and
provided with pivoted spindles for the steer-
ing-wheels, of a eoupling-rod connecting the
sald spindles, steering mechanism operating

to move the coupling-rod longitudinally in |
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| either direction, and spring mechanism nor-

mally holding the said coupling-rod in its
middle position, snbstantially as set forth.

5. In a child’s carriage, the combination,

with an axle secured to thecarriage-frame and
provided with pivoted spindles for the steer-
ing-wheels, of a coupling-rod connecting the
said spindles,a steering-shaft Journaledin the
frame, a segment secured on the said shaft,
a flexible connection wound on the said seg-
ment and operatively connected with the said

| spindles, and a spring-operated bar bearing

on the flat side of the said segment, substan-
tially as set forth.

6.-In a child’s carriage, the combination,
with an axle secured to the carriage-frame and
provided with pivoted spindles for the steer-
ing-wheels, of a coupling-rod connecting the

_5a1d spmdles, asteering-shatt journaled inthe

sald frame, an opuatmﬂ' device secured on
the said shaft, a taking-up or tension device
secured to the said shaft, and a flexible con-
nection connected tothesaid devicesand spin-
dles, substantially as set forth.

7. In a child’s carriage, the combination,
with a longittidinal steering-shaft journaled
in the frame and provided with an operating
device, of slidable handles supported by the
handle-rods of the carriage, springs support-
ing the said handles, and a flexible connec-
tion operatively connecting the said handles
with the said operating device and permitting
the said shaft to be osclllqted %ubstanbmlly
as set forth.

8. In a child’s carriage, the combination,
with a longitudinal steering-shaft journaled
in the frame and provided with an operating
device, of guides carried by the handle-rods of
the carriage, steering-handles slidable on the
sald guides, springs supporting the said han-
dles, and a flexible connection between the
said handles and operating device, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN K. GERRICH.

Witnesses:
ALBERTUS b. L1PPY,
WILLIAM W. STREVIG.
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