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To all whom it may conceriw:

De 1t known that I, BENNO vOM HIGEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Bag or Purse Frames;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

My presentinvention isin the nature of im-
provements in metallic frames for purses,
bags, and the like, and it relates more par-
tlculerly to a novel construction of holding
or locking means for a frame which is opera-
tively conneeted with the frame-sgections
thereof, the same comprising several inde-
pendently -actuated parts, all of which are
combined to finally release the holding jaw
or catch of the hinged frame-sections.

Thisinvention therefore has for its primary

-object to provide a mneat and simply-con-

structed bag or purse frame and a holding or

locking 1a,teh therefor which is of a strong.

and dureble construction, the several parts
being arranged and constr ueted to produce a
trick or puzzle frame which cannot be readily
manipulated to open the hinged frame-sec-
tions, and therefore affords great amusement.

This invention therefore consists in the
novel construction of purse or bag frame and
its holding or locking latch her ema,fter fully
set forth, end finally embod1ed in the clauses
of the claim.

This invention is cledlly 111ust1eted in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front or side view of a purse
or bag frame made according to the princi-
ples of my invention., Fig. 2 is a face view
of the inner portion of one of the frame-sec-
tions provided with my novel arrangement
and construction of operating mechanism for
retaining the holding-latch in its inoperative
position. Fig. 3 is a bottom view of the two
frame - sections on an enlarged scale, illus-

| positions to permit the holding or locking

cateh to be actuated for the separatwn of the
two frame-sections. Fig. 4 is a similar view
of the parts repreeented in Fig. 2, but illus-
trating the several parts of the operating
mechanism in their actuated positions to al-
low the holding or locking catch to be actu-
ated for the seperation of the two frame-sec-
tions.
590 1n Fw* 7.
a spring plete or device employed in ¢onnec-
tion with the mechanism embodying the prin-

55

Fig. 5 is a cross-section taken on line
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of 6o

ciples of my invention, and Fig. 7 is a per-

spective view of one of a pair of sliding bolts
employed with the parts represented in said
Kigs. 2, 3, 4, and 5.

Similar letters of reference are employed in
all of the said above-described views to indi-
cate corresponding parts.

In said drawings, ¢ and «' indicate a pair
of frame-sections which are pivotally con-
nected at their lower end portions a* in the
usual manner by means of suitable pins or
rivets b, a spring b’ being employed with one
of said pins &, having its ends pressing
against the inwardly-extending sides or
flanges a® and a* of the respective frame-see-
tions ¢ and ¢’ to canse said frames $0 move

‘on their pivotal connections, and thereby

open the frame, when the holding or locking
catch, to be hereinafter described, is opera-
ted. Aswill be noticed from the several fig-
ures of the drawings, the said sides or flanges
a® and ¢* of the two frame-sections are pro-
vided with suitably-disposed holes or perfo-
rations a® for properly securing in position
by means of pins or rivets ¢®in the frame-
section ¢ an inlay ¢ and by means of pins or
rivets ¢* in the frame-section ¢’ an inlay ¢/,
said pins orrivets being arranged in said per-
forations a° in the frame-sections and in cor-
respondingly-placed perforations or holes in
each inlay, whereby the material ¢ of the

75
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bagorpurseis securely held in place between -

said parts, as will be clearly understood from
an inspection of Fig. 5.  As represented in
said Fig. 5, the inlay ¢ has a shoulder ¢* and
an upwardly -extending portion c¢°, whereby

the upper portion of said inlay ¢, when ar-
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so trating the working parts in their operated | ranged in position in the freme-seetmn aand 100
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secured therein by means of the pins orrivets | arm portions d? and d° are distorted and the

¢?, forms with said frame-section a a suitable
chamber c°.

As will be seen from Fig. 1, the outer sur-
face of eachframe-section is preferably orna-

mented with a floral design, which is usually
struck up in the metal, and the frame-section

¢ has in its side a® a pair of holes a®, which
form the center of a rose or other flower.
Suitably secured against the inner surface of
said side a®, by means of rivets d’ or in any
other suitable manner, is a spring-plate d,
having the oppositely-extending end portions
d?® and d3, respectively, provided with the up-
wardly-extending teats or projections d* and
. Secured to each end portion d? and d®,
respectively, by means of clamping-tongues
d® or other suitable means, are a pair of knobs
d® and d’, which normally extend into said
holes a®in the frame-section ¢ from the inner
surface of the side a® and are preferably or-
namented in such a manner as to form an

essential part of the ornamentation on the

outer surface of the frame-section a,whereby
it will be difficult for the uninitiated to detect
that said knobs d® and d7 are movably ar-
ranged in said holes a®and form finger-pieces
for pushing the respective end portions d~
and d? of the spring-plate d away from the
inner surface of the side a® of the frame-sec-
tion a. |

In the upper portion a’ of the frame-sec-
tion a, as will be seen from Fig. 4, I have ar-
ranged three slots a8 «’, and !, Slidably
arranged againstthe undersurface of the por-
tion a” are a pair of bolts ¢ and €', each bolt,
as will be seen more especially from IFFig. 7,
consisting of the parts e®* and e® which are
formed at right angles to each other, soasto
conform to thecross-section of the frame-sec-
tion a, and each partehaving a suitable pro-
jection e*, substantially as illustrated. KEach
part ¢ is also provided with an upwardly-
extending post e°, the said posts ¢® of the re-
spective bolts e and ¢’ being respectively ar-

ranged in the slots a® and ¢! and extending |
entirely therethrough, so as to project above |
'in the manner hereinabove described then 115

the upper portion a' of the frame-section.
Kach post ¢° has a pair of offsets ¢% forming
shoulders, onto which ean be arranged a knob

or push-piece €7, the portion ¢® on each post

¢’ being passed through a slot or opening ¢”in
the push-piece ¢’ and clenched, substantially
as illustated in Fig. 5. From an inspection
more especially of Fig. 4 it will be seen that
by this arrangement the two bolts ¢ and ¢’
are slidably arranged within the frame-sec-
tion g, with the said projections e* extending
toward each other. Normally the said bolts
e and e are immovably arranged within said
frame-section a¢ by having the teats or pro-
jections d* and d® of the respective arm por-
tions d? and d? of the spring-plate d against
the ends of the said bolts and in holding en-
gagement with such ends, as clearly illus-
trated in Figs. 2 and 3; but when the said

teats or projections are forced laterally away
from their holding engagement with the ends 7o
of the said bolts eand ¢ and the bolts can be
made toslidein the opposite directions. (In-
dicated by the arrows in Fig. 2.) As illus-
trated in said Fig. 2, I have secured against
the inner surface of the side a®of the frame- 75
section a, by means of a pin or rivet f/, a
spring bar or arm £, which is provided at 1ts
free end portion directly beneath the slot o’

in the part o’ of the frame-section a with a

pair of offsets f?and f®and alip 4, havingan 8o
opening 7°. The normal tendency of said
spring bar or arm fis in an upward direc-
tion, whereby the projections e* on the bolts
e and ¢’ can be brought directly beneath said
offsets f?and /3, therebyretaining said spring- 85
bar in its immovable position. The said free
end portion of said bar has an upwardly-ex-
tending post /4, preferably provided witha lip
f7to come in contact with the under surface
of the part a’ of the frame-section to limit the go
upward movement of said spring-arm f. The
said post f% extends into said slot o’ and pro-
jects above the frame-section a, having se-
cured upon its free end a knob or finger-
piece /%, fastened thereon in a mannerv simi- 95
lar to the manner of fastening the knobs €’ of
the bolts ¢ and ¢'. |

As illustrated in Figs. 8 and 5, the frame-
section ¢ is provided with a downwardly-ex-
tending nosing a!!, which can be forced over oo
the lip 7* of the spring-arm f into holding en-
gagement with the opening f® no matter what
position the bolts ¢ and ¢ are in, whereby
when the frame-gections a and a' are closed
upon each other the said sections will be re- 1035
tuined in their closed positions, as will be
clearly understood. |

When the several parts hereinabove de-
seribed are in the positionsindicated in Kigs.
2 and 3, then the spring-arm f is immovably 110
held in the position represented, and 1t is1m-
possible to open the frame-sections ¢ and a';
but when the bolts e and ¢’ are pushed back
in the direction of the arrows in said Fig. 2

the projections e! of said bolts e and e are
withdrawn from their holding engagement
with the offsets f* and 72 of the spring-arm f
and said arm f can be depressed, when a
downward pressure is applied to the knob or 120
finger-piece 7% thereby causing the disen-
gagement of the nosing a'! on the frame-sec-
tion a’ from its holding contact with the edge

of the opening 73 in said arm f and allowing

the spring b’ hereinabove mentioned to per- 125
form the opening of the two frame-sections

a and a'.

From the above description of the arrange-
ment of the several parts of the locking or
holding mechanism and an inspection of the 130
figures of the drawings it will be evident that
I may dispense with the employment of one
of said sliding bolts; but I prefer to use two

knobs d® and d" are pushed inward then said | bolts, as ¢ and ¢', as thereby greater judg-
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inent must be exercised in manipulating the | witha pairof frame-sections,one of said frame-

parts, whereby greater pleasure and amuse-
ment are afforded. Furthermore, a stronger
construction of locking mechanism isthereby
also provided. The construction of the sev-
eral parts is very simple, cheap, and neat, is
operative, and the parts can be readily ma-
nipulated when the operatoris once initiated
in the movements of the parts. |

I am aware that changes may be made in
the several arrangements and combinations
of the several parts, as well as in the details
of the construction thereof,without departing
from the scope of my present invention.

15 Hence I do not limit my invention to the
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exact arrangements and combinations of the
parts as herein shown and described, nor do

I confine myself to the exact details of the

construction thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim is— -

1. Inabagorpurseframe, thecombination,
with a pairof frame-sections,one of said frame-
sections being provided with a hole or holes
in the side thereof, and having longitudi-
nally-arranged slots in the top, of a longi-
tudinally-sliding bolt or bolts in said frame-
sectlon, a knob on said boit or bolts, arranged
above the slots in said frame-section, a ver-
tically-moving springbarorarmin said frame-
section, with which said bolt or bolts are nor-
mally in engagement to hold said spring bar
or arm 1n its immovable position, a spring-
plate secured against the inner side of said
frame-section, for retaining said bolt or bolts
normally in fixed positions, and means con-
nected with said spring-plate, extending into
sald hole or holes m the side of said frame-
section, foractuating said spring-plate to per-
mit of a sliding motion of said bolt or bolts
and disengage said bolt or bolts from holding
engagement with said spring bar or arm, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

2. Inabagorpurseframe,the combination,
with apairof frame-sections,one of said frame-
sections being provided with a hole or holes
in the side thereof, and having longitudi-
nally-arranged slots in the top, of a longi-
tudinally-sliding bolt or bolts in said frame-
section, a knob on said bolt or bolts, arranged
above the slots in said frame-section, a ver-

tically-movingspringbarorarminsaid frame- |

section, with which said bolt or bolts are nor-
mally in engagement to hold said spring bar
or arm 1in its immovable position, a spring-
plate secured against the inner side of said
frame-section, for retaining said bolt or bolts
normally in fixed positions, and a laterally-
extending knob or knobs connected with said
spring-plate, extending intosaid hole or holes
in the side of said frame-section, for actuat-
ing said spring-plate to permit of a sliding
motion of said bolt or bolts and disengage
sald bolt or bolts from holding engagement
with sald spring bar or arm, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.

sections being provided with a hole or holes
in the side thereof, and having longitudi-
nally-arranged slots in the top,
tudinally-sliding bolt or bolts in said frame-
section, an upwardly-extending post on said

bolt or bolts, slidably arranged in said slots

and projecting above the upper surface of
said frame-section, a knob on.said post or
posts, a vertically-moving spring bar or arm

| '1n said frame-section, an upwardly-extending

post on said spring bar or arm arranged in
one of the said slots in said frame-section and
projecting above the upper surface of said
frame-section, a knob on said post, a projec-
tion on said bolt or bolts normally in engage-
ment with said spring bar or arm to hold it in
1ts immovable position, a spring-plate secured

against the inner side of said frame-section,

an upwardly-extending teat or projection on
one or both ends of said plate normally in

“holding engagement with said bolt or bolts

for retaining the same normally in fixed po-
sitions, and means connected withsaid spring-
plate, extendinginto said hole orholes in the
side of said frame-section, for actuating said
spring-plate to permit of a sliding motion ‘of
said bolt or bolts and disengage said bolt or
bolts from holding engagement with said
spring bar or arm, substantially as and for

the purposes set forth. .

4. Inabagor purse frame, the combination,

with a pair of frame-sections,one of said frame-
sections being provided with a hole or holes in

the side thereof, and having longitudinally-

arranged slots in the top, of a longitudinally-
sliding bolt or bolts in said frame-section, an
upwardly-extending post on said bolt or bolts,
slidably arranged in said slots and projecting

70

of a longi-
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95

100

105

above the upper surface of said frame-sec-

tion, a knob on said post or posts, a vertically-

moving spring bar or arm in said frame-sec-
tion, an upwardly - extending post on said

11O

spring bar or arm arranged in one of thesaid

slots in said frame-section and projecting
above the upper surface of said frame-sec-
tion, a knob on said post, a projection on said
boltor bolts normallyin engagement with said

115

spring bar or arm to hold it in its immovable

position, a spring-plate secured against the
inner side of said frame-section, an upwardly-
extending teat or projection on one or both
ends of said plate normally
gagement with said bolt or bolts for retaining
the same normally in fixed positions, and a
laterally-extending knob or knobs connected
with said spring-plate, extending into said
hole or holes in the side of said frame-sec-
tion, for actuating said spring-plate to permit
of a sliding motion of said bolt or bolts from
holding engagement with said spring bar or
arm, substantially as and for the purposes set
forth. | | |
5. Inabagor purseframe, the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections ¢ and ¢, said
frame-section ¢’ having a nosing or hook, and

3. In abagorpurse frame,the combination, | said frame-section a being provided with a

in holding en-

120
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hole or holes in the side thereof, and having
longitudinally-arranged slots in the top there-
of, of a longitudinally-sliding bolt or boltsin
said frame-section, an upwardly-extending
post on said bolt or bolts, slidably arranged
in said slots and projecting above the upper
surface of said frame-section, a knob on said
post or posts, a vertically-moving spring bar
or arm in said frame-section having an open-
ing % and a lip, with which said nosing or
hook on the frame-section ¢'is in normal hold-
ing engagement, an upwardly-extending post
on said spring bar or arm arranged in one of
the slots in said frame-section a and project-
ing above the upper surface of said frame-
section, a knob on said post, a projection on
said boltor boltsnormallyin engagement with
said spring bar or arm to hold it in its immov-
able position, areleasing device in said frame-
section a, for retaining said bolt or bolts nor-
mally in fixed positions, and means on said
releasing device extending into said hole or
holes in the side of said frame-section, for ac-
tuating said releasing device to permit of a
sliding motion of said bolt or bolts, and dis-
engage said bolt or bolts from holding engage-
ment with said spring bar or arm, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.,

6. In abag or purseframe,the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections ¢ and o', said
frame-section ¢’ having a nosing or hook, and
said frame-section a being provided with a
hole or holes in the side thereof, and having
longitudinally-arranged slots in the top there-
of, of a longitudinally-sliding bolt or bolts in
said frame-section, an upwardly-extending
post on said bolt or bolfs, slidably arranged
in said slots and projecting above the upper
surface of said frame-section, a knob on said
post or posts, a vertically-moving spring bar
or arm in said frame-section having an open-
ing f%and a lip, with which said nosing or
hook on the frame-section ¢’ is in normal hold-
ing engagement, an upwardly-extending post
on said spring bar or arm arranged in one of
theslotsinsaid frame-section ¢ and projecting
above the uppersurface of said frame-section,
a, knob on said post, a projection on said bolt
or bolts normally in engagement with said
spring bar or arm to hold it in its immovable
position, a spring-plate secured against the
inner side of said frame-section a, an up-
wardly-extending teat or projection on one or
both ends of said plate normally in holding

engagement with said bolt or bolts for retain-

ing the same normally in fixed positions, and
means connected with said spring-plate, ex-
tending into said hole or holes in the side of
said frame-section, for actuating said spring-
plate to permit of a sliding motion of said bolt

or bolts and disengage said bolt or bolts from

holding engagement with said spring bar or
arm, substantially as and for the purposes set

forth.
7. Inabagor purse frame,the combination,

with a pair of frame-sections, ¢ and o', said
frame-section ¢’ having anosing or hook, and
said frame-section a being provided with ahole
or holes in the side thereof, and havinglongi-
tudinally-arranged slots in the top thereof, of
a longitudinally-sliding bolt or bolts in said
frame-section,an upwardly-extending poston
said bolt or bolts, slidably arranged in sald
slots and projecting above the upper surface
of said frame-section, a knob on said post or
posts,a vertically-moving spring baror arm in
said frame-section having an opening f° and
a lip, with which said nosing or hook on the
frame-section @’ is in normal holding engage-
ment, an upwardly-extending post on said
spring bar or arm arranged in one of the
slots in said frame-section ¢ and projecting
above the upper surface of said frame-section,
a knob on said post, a projection on said bolt
or bolts normally in engagement with said
spring bar or arm to hold it in its immovable
position, a spring-plate secured against the
inner side of said frame-section ¢, an up-
wardly-extending teat or projection on one or
both ends of said plate normally in holding
engagement with said bolt or bolts for retain-
ing the same normally in fixed positions, and
a laterally - extending knob or knobs con-
nected with said spring-plate, extending into
said hole or holes in the side of said frame-
section a, for actuating said spring-plate to
permit of a sliding motion of said bolt or bolts
and disengage said bolt or bolts from holding
engagement with said spring bar or arm, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

8. A bag or purse frame, comprising a pair
of hinged frame-sections, having an orna-
mented surface, one of said frame-sections
having a hole or holesin its side, a locking or
holding mechanism in said frame-sections, a
spring-plate d in said frame-section, and a
knob or knobs on said plate, extending into
and operatively arranged in said hole or holes
in the side of the frame-section, said knob.or
knobs having an ornamentation correspond-
ing to the ornamentation in the side of the
frame-section and forming a part thereof, so
as to conceal the opening or openings in the
side of the frame-section,substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that Iclaim the invention set
forth above I have hereuntoset my hand this
17th day of May, 1699,

BENNO VOM EIGEN.

Witnesses:

FrREDK. C. FRAENTZEL,
WALTER H. TALMAGE.
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