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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT LEE CARTER,

OF ALTOONA, PENNSYLVANTIA.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 640,092, dated December 26, 1899.
| Application filed July 6, 1899, Serial No,723,930. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT LEE CARTER,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Altoona, in the county of Blair and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Stair-Rod
Holders, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawlings.

This invention Ielates to certain new and
useful improvements in stair-rod holders, and
has for its object o construct a device of this
character that can be quickly and easily at-
tached in position on the stairs and as quickly
and easily detached therefrom when it is de-
sired to remove the stair-carpet.

A further object of my invention is to con-

struct a stair-rod holder adaptable for use
with the ordinary quarter-round, which con-
struction of rod has been found most prefer-
able by reason of its firmly engaging the car-
pet at the point of intersection of the riser-
board and step of the stairs and preventing
the same from becoming slack., h

A farther object of the invention is to pro-
vide a. holder that will be extremely simple
in its construction, strong, durable, effectual
1n its operation, and comparatively inexpen-
sive to manufacture, at the same time pre-
senting a neat and ornamental appearance
when in position.

Briefly described, the invention consists in
providing two sleeves t0 receive the ends of
the stair-rod, these sleeves being somewhat
segmentorquadrantshaped in cross-section—
that is, provided with two flat sides and one
convex face, the one flat side being adapted
to rest upon the step and the other flat side
being adapted to engage against the riser-
board of the stairs, with the convex face re-

celving the similar face of the quarter-round
-stair-rod. The flat face of the sleeves which

engage the riser-board of the stairs is pro-
vided with a somewhat bayonet-shaped slot
which is adapted to receive a fastening-screw
secured to the riser-board for holding the
stair-rod in position. The sleeves are fur-

ther provided on their outer ends with barbs |

or projections which act as shoulders for the
ends of the stair-rod to abut against to pre-
vent its longitudinal movement in either di-

rection after having been secured in its po- |

' sition on the stairs.

All of this construction,
together with the various other novel fea-
turesenteringintothe invention, will be here-
inafter more particularly described and then
specifically pointed out in the c¢laims, and in
describing the invention in detall reference
is had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, and wherein
like figures of reference will be employed for
indicating similar parts throughout the sev-
eral views, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a portion
of a seb of stairs, showing my improved stair-
rod holder in pomtwn
tional view of the samae.
tudinal sectional view of  a part of the step,
showing a part of the stair-rod with the holder
in position and partly broken away. Fig. 4
is a perspective view of the holder, and FKig.
5 is a detail view of the fastening-screw which
is secured.in the riser-board of the stairs.

Referring now to the drawings by refer-
ence - numerals, 1 indicates the stair-rod
which, as shown in the illustration, is of the
quarter - round form, though it will be ob-
served that various other forms of rods may
be adapted to my improved holder, but for
the purposes of illustration I have shown this
form and will particularly describe the same
and the holder in connection with such a form
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Fl%" 2 is a cross-sec-
Fig. 3is a lonﬂ‘l- |
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of stair-rod. The flat face of this rod, which

engages theriser-board 2 of the stairs, 1s pro-
vided near each end with elongated grooves
or recesses 3 of sufficient depth to receive and
permit the passage therein of the head 4 of
the fastening-screw 5, the latfer being se-
cured in the riser-board 2 at a point slightly
above the step7. Thesescrewsare each pro-
vided on their shank, near or at the intersee-

tion thereof with the head, with a square

shoulder 6, the purpose of which will be here-
inafter more fully explained, two of these
screws, as well as two holders, one for each
end of the stair-rod, being employed for hold-
ing each rod. .

The holders for the rods consist of a metal-
lic sleeve which in cross-section is quadrant
or segment shaped, as shown in the illustra-
tion, or conforming to the style of stair-rod
employed. Describingthe same Specifically,

however, I will refer to the form shown and
comprising a metallic sleeve 8§, the one flat
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face of which is provided with aslot 9, some-
what bayonet-shaped in its form and extend-
ing from the inner end of the sleeve, about
one-half the length thereof, and terminating
in the recess 10. The one edge formed by
cutting this slot 9 isrounded, as at 11, which
serves to guide the shoulder 6 of the screw 5
into the slot when placing the stair-rod in po-
sition. Atits outer ends this sleeve is formed
with two integral projections or barbs 12 12,
which act as stops or shoulders to prevent the
stair-rod from protruding through the sleeves
attheirends. Theinnerendsof these sleeves
or holders are preferably made ornamental, of
such form asshown, orany irregular edge de-

~ sired, or the convex or outer face of the sleeve
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or holder may, if desired, be ornamented.
The operation is as follows: The screws 5
having been placed in the riser-board a short
distance above the step and a slight distance
to each side of the stair-carpet, the stair-rod
1 is placed on the carpet, with its ends equi-
distant from the edges of the same, and is
pressed down against the -carpet until the
screw-heads 4 fit into the grooves 3 3 of the
rod 1. The caps or holders Sare now placed

over the ends of the rod and the head of the

screw until the neck or square-shouldered

- shank 6 of the screw springs into the lock
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caused by the springing of the carpet—that
is, as the square shoulder 6 of the screw
passes through the slot 9 until it reaches the
end thereof and the pressure on the rod is re-
lieved the springing of the carpet causes the
shoulder or neck 6 to engage in the recess 10
and lock the cap or holder in position. To

remove the rods pressure is applied direct to
the caps or holders, so-as to remove the neck
or shoulder 6 from the recess 10 and bring
the same into alinement with the slot 9, at
which time the cap can be readily withdrawn.

It will be observed, of course, that various
changes may be made in the details of con-
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struetion without deparfing from the gen-
eral spirit of my invention.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In combination, a stair-rod Whleh in

cross-section 18 quadmnt-shaped and pro-

vided on one of its faces near each end with
elongated grooves, a pair of caps or sleeves
quadrant-shaped in cross-section to conform
to the stair-rod and provided in one of their
flat faces with a bayonet-shaped slot register-
ing with the grooves in the stair-rods, secur-
ing-screws having a squared shoulder adapt-
ed to entersaid bayonet-shaped slot with their
headsengagingin the elongated grooves of the

| stair-rods, and a pair of barbs formed integral

with the outer ends of the caps or sleeves
to prevent the longitudinal movement of the
stair-rod therein, substant}&lly a8 shown and
described.

2. A holder for stair-carpets comprising in
its construction a pair of caps or sleeves
which are quadrant-shaped in cross-section
and each provided in one of its flat faces with
a bayonet-shaped slot one wall of which is in-
clined at its outer end, combined with the
stair-rod which is quadmnt shaped in cross-
section to conform to the sleeves, a pair of
fastening -screws having a squared shank
adapted toengage in the bayonet-slot of each
sleeve, said stair-rod being provided on one
of its flat faces near each end thereof with
elongated grooves which register with the
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bayonet-slots of the sleeves and are adapted

to receive the heads of sald fastening-screws,
substantially as shown and described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in the presence of two witnesses.
A. LEE CARTER.

Witnesses:
CRAWFORD M. BOWLES,
KATE M. BROWN.
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