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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, JoEN T. W ATKINS, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Dattle
Creek, in the county of Calhoun and State ot
Michigan, have invented certain newand use-

ful Improvements in Wagon-Gears; and 1 do |

declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain novel im-
provementsin wagon-gears,and more particu-
larly to that class known in the trade as a

‘‘short-turn platform-spring;” and the object

is to simplify and improve the construction
and increase the efficiency and durability of
the vehicle.

To this end the invention consist in the con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
the several elements of the device, as will be
hereinafter more fully described, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings the same
reference characters indicate the same parts
of the invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved wagon-gear. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
section. Fig. 8 is a front elevation. Fig. 4
is a horizontal section of the front platform,
taken.on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2; and Fig. 5 is
a longitudinal section taken on the line of
one of the bearing-rollers.

The body portion may be of any approved

form, and it is mounted at its rear end on the

rear axle in the usual manner, as shown. The
front platform consists of the bolster 2,
through which the king-pin 3 passes, the di-
verging reaches 4 4, and the semicircular
fifth-wheel 5, which connects the bolster and
reaches, as shown, to form a rigid platform
which supports the front end of the vehicle.

6 denotes the wear-rail, which conforms to
the fifth-wheel, and its forward end is pro-
vided with the parallel curved flanges 7 7,

| and tilting 1t over.

3 8, which have a bearing on the fifth-wheel
plate 9.

10 denotes a semicircular recess formed In
the front portion of the fifth-wheel below the
plate 9, and 12 denotes an angle-bracket fixed
to the flange 7, and its free end extends under
the plate 9 and into the recess 10. This pre-
vents the front of the platform tilting down-
ward, and it also serves as a limit-stop in
turning the platform to the right or left by
coming in contact with the shoulders 13 13,
formed in the fifth-wheel, and which alsoform
the end walls of the recess 10, as the bracket
12 abuts against these shoulders before the

front wheels touch the wagon-body, and there-

by prevent the wheels riding under the body
This construction also
dispenses with the usual unsightly wear-
plates and also prevents chafing the body
portion. | | |

The accompanying drawings show my in-
vention in the best form now known to me;
but many changes in the details might be
made within the skill of a good mechanic
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention as set forth in the claim at the end
of this specification. ‘

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, i1s— |

Tn a wagon-gear, the combination with the
body, the wear-rail 6, the flanges 7 7', the
bearing-rollers 8 8 and the angle-bracket 12,

of the fifth-wheel formed with the curved re-
| cess 10, the shoulders 13 13 and the plate 9

fixed to the fifth-wheel above said recess, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

JOHN T. WATKINS.

Witnesses:
H. LAVES,
MARGRET W ATKINS.
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