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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT H. BRIGHAM,
of Whitman, in the county of Plymouth and
State of Massachusetts, haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvements in ILasts or
Followers, of which the following, taken in

connection with the accompanying drawings,

18 a specification.

My invention relates particularly to that
class of lasts known as“followe rs,” and has for
its object to provide a simple and cheap fol-
lower which shall have no detachable or loose
parts and is easily inserted and removed and
keeps the boot or shoein perfect shape while
In use; and to this end my invention consists

in a follower transversely divided in such

manner as to be articulately connected, allow-

ing the fore-part section to swing on the heel- |

section. In some cases the process of manu-
facturing the shoe occupies several weeks,
and it should be kept in shape during the
whole period; butowing to the great expense
of so many lasts as would be required to do
this it is uswally dispensed with and a fol-
lower used to take the place of the last on
which the shoeis first formed. The followers
in common use are either lasts which are too
expensive to be used generally or are made
from sheets of light material molded into
shape and possess little strength and are
easily distorted, so do not aceom plish the ob-
ject sought. My follower is made on the
same lines as the last on which the shoe is
formed, and may be made of lighter wood,
which makes them more convenient to han-
dle. The lighter wood is also cheaper than
the very strong wood required for the lasts,
and is also more easily worked, which adds
further to the saving in cost. |
In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a fol
lower embodying my invention. I'ig. 2is a

top view of the same, and Fig. 3 an enlarged

section of my articulation with slight modifi-
cations.

In all the figures like characters refer to
like parts. |

a 18 the toe-section, and b the heel-section,
of a last divided by the lines % %' %% The
division may be made with a narrow saw or

the parts may be fitted separately. ¢ is a .

transverse cylindrical projection on the face
of section b, and is inclosed for more than
one-half of its circumference by the toe-sec-
tion a, which allows the sections to SWIng on

one another to shorten the follower when it
is to be withdrawn from or inserted in a shoe.
Tocompensate for the shrinking and swelling
of the wood, I male the cylindrical projection
¢ somewhat smaller than the recess in g, and
to fill the space so made I provide a flexible
cushion d, which may be made of corrugated
metal or other elastic material. To prevent

the transverse displacement of the sections, I

insert a pin 7 in the toe-section , Which passes
through a groove ¢ in the circumference of .

I prefer to have the projection ¢ on the
heel-section; but it is obvious that the Posi-
tlon of all the parts may be reversed without
departing from the scope of my invention.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A last or follower transversely divided
into two sections, one section having a trans-
verse cylindrical projection, and the other
section containing a cylindrical recess of a
somewhat-larger diameter
lindrical projection, the difference in diame-
ter of said parts leaving a space, and a filler
for said space, all cooperating together to ar-
ticulately join the sections, substantially as
described. |

2. A last or follower transversely divided
into two sections, one section having a trans-
verse cylindrical projection, and the other
section containing a cylindrical recess of a
somewhat-larger diameter than said cylin-
drical projection, the difference in diameter of
sald parts leaving a space; an elastic filler
for said space, all cooperating together to ar-
ticulately join the sections, substantially as
described.

3. A last or follower transversely divided

into two sections one section having a trans-

verse cylindrical projection and the other

section containing a eylindrical recess of a

somewhat-larger diameter than the said Cy-
lindrieal projection, the difference in diame-
ter leavinga space, a corrugated strip in said
space all coOperating together to articulately
join the sections, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name In the presenceof two subseribing wit-
nesses tothis specification, on this Sth day of
June, A. D. 1898,
ALBERT H. BRIGIHAM.
Witnesses:
W. HE. TRUFANT,
OT11Is W. SOULE.
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