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UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE,

JOHN F. WHITE, OF BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS.

COMBINATION IRONING-TABLE.

SPECIFICATION foriming p'art_ of Letters Patent No. 639,837, dated Deécember 26, 1899,
Application ﬁle.ﬂ August 19,1899, Serial No.727,846, (No model_t) -

To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, JORN I. WHITE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Bloom-

Illinois, have invented a new and useful Com-

bma,tmn Ironing-Table, of whmh the follow--

- Ingis a speclﬁcatlon
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This invention relates to a combination
ironing-table, and has for its object to provide
an improved article of this character having
simple and efficient means for supporting an
ironing-board and the separate parts of which
are capable of independent use. -

To this end the invention primarily eon-
templates the novel construction of a board-
support in the form of a ladder, so as to be
readily adapted not only for supportmﬂ' the
ironing-board, but also as a eonvement step-
ladder for mdependent use.

A further object of the invention is to con-
struct a board-supporting ladder in such a
way astogive the same the necessarystrength
and rigidity for use as a ladder as well as the
supporting element for the ironing-board.

Another object of the invention is to asso-
ciate with the ironing-board a novel form of
cleat; which facllltates applying the article to
tables of different height.

With these and othel objectsin view, which
will more readily appear as the nature of the
invention is better understood, the same con-
sists in the novel constr uetlon combination,
and arrangements of parts herema,fter de-
scribed, illustrated:., and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the combination iron-
ing-table and ladder embodying the improve-
ments contemplated by the present invention.
Fig. 218 a longitudinal sectional view thereof.
Fig. 3 is a detail sectional view showing the

brace-bar of the supporting-ladder engaged

with one of the rest-shoulders of the cleat at
the under side of the ironing-board. Fig. 4
is a detail In perspective of the board-sup-
porting ladder in the position in which it is
used as the supporting element for the board.
Fig. 5 is a similar view of the ladder mverted
for use as such.

Like numerals of reference desw'nate COT-

5o responding parts in the several ﬁcrm es of the

drawings. .
Referrmg more particularly to the draw-

| ings, the numeral 1 designates the ironing-
“board proper, of the usual configuration. As
hereinafter explained, this board may be the
ington, in the county of McLean and State of | '

plainironing-board, suchasiscommonly used
by housekeéepers, with one end placed on a
table and the other end on a chair-back; but
in carrying out the present invention there
18 preferably associated with the board 1 a
transverse cleat 2. This cleat is fastenéd to

‘the under side of the board, near one end

thereof, and extends the full width of the
same, therebyserving to strengthen the board
and prevent any tendency thereof to warp
while in use. In addition to this funection
the cleat 2 forms a rest for engagement with
the supporting element or leg of the table
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and 18 provided with a step séries of rest-

shoulders 3, which co6perate with the board-

support 4 in the manner to be presently ex-

plained.

The board-support 4 constitutes an essen-
tial part of the present invention and is con-
structed 1n the form of a complete ladder, es-
sentially comprising a pair of opposite diver-

~gent side rails 5 and a plurality of transverse
lat step-pieces 6, connecting the said side

rails and secured at their ends to the same by
suitable fastenings. The flat transverse step-
pieces 6 are disposed obliquely to the longi-
tudinal plane of the side rails, so that when

the support is set up at an inclination against

a wall or otherobject the said step-pieces will
lie 1n substantially horizontal planes to form
the usual steps of the ladder.

To provide for adapting the ladder 4 as the
supporting element of the ironing-board 1,
the same is provided between the dwergenb
ends of the side rails with a transverse brace-
bar 7. 'T'he brace-bar 7 extends entirely

‘across the space between the divergent ends

of the side rails and is suitably secured ab its
ends to said rails, being also arranged at one
side of and secured dlreetly to the contwuous
step - piece 6 of the structure.
verse brace-bar 7 is disposed at right angles
to the step-piece with which it is connected

and thereby serves as an effectual brace for
the bottom step of the ladder by strengthen-
ingthe portmn thereof upon which the ﬂ'reat-
est strain is placed when it is used simply as

The trans- .

75

30

9¢

95_

10Q

a ladder, as well as when used as the sup- -

porting element for the ironing-board.
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When the board-supporting ladder-41s ar-
ranged with the side rails downwardly con-

vergent to form the supporting element of
the ironing-board, the transverse brace-bar
7 18 dlsposed at the upper end of the same

and constitutes a fulerum upon which the-

ironing-board is supported. The divergent
ends of the side rails 5, beyond the bmee bar
7, are provided 1n one edﬂe thereof with the

angular notches 3, w hich are adapted to en-
gage the top edge of the table or wall cleat,
beneath which one end of the 110n1n¢r-board
is placed.

In the use of the structure as an ironing-
table one end of the ironing-board is plaeed
between the spread or dl‘é'elﬂ‘ellt ends of the
siderails5and engages beneath the ed oeof the
table or wall cleat. In this position the board
may rest directly on one edge of the brace-
bar 7, with the rest-cleat 2 disposed at one
side of the same, which arrangement of parts
is necessary when the device is applied to a
low table; but in the event of it being neces-
sary to attach the parts to a higher table any
one of the rest-shoulders of the cieat 2 may
be arranged to engage with the upper edge of
the bmce bar 7 to secure the desired eleva-
tion of the parts. With one end of the iron-
ing-board engaged beneath the edge of the
table or wall cleat and the angular notches
8 of the side rails engaged with the upper
side of the said table or wall c¢leat the parts
are held securely locked together by reason

of the leverage exerted by downward pres-

sure upon the ironing-board.

From the foregoing it will be obvious that
any ordinary board mlﬂ‘ht be used with the
brace 7 of the suppm*ting-ladder;
cleat 2 1is a desirable addition, inasmuch as it
adapts the article for attachment to tables of
different heights. Asforthesupporting-lad-

der, it will be observed that when in use as:

the supporting element for the board the
downwardly and inwardly converging side
rails extend beneath the board inside of the
vertical planes of theside edges of the latter,
so as to be entirely out of the way of the feet
of the operator. Dy engaging the notehes 8
of the side rails with a window-sill or table
the said supporting element might be used as

“a step-ladder in the position shown in Fig. 4

of the drawings. . Ordinarily when used
solely as a step-ladder the said supporting
element 4 isinverted to the position shown in
Fig. 5 of the drawings, so that the lower step,
upon which great strain 1s usually placed,

but the |

639,837

will be effectually braced by the transverse
brace-bar 7.

- F'rom the foregoing it is thouﬂ'ht that the
constmctlon and opelatlon Wlll be readily

apparent without further de%cnptwn and 113_

will be understood that various changes in
the size, shape, proportion, and minor detml%

of construction may be resorted to withount

departing from the spirit orsacrificing any ot
the advantages of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
18 clmmed 18—

1. In a device of theclass deser 1bed a lad-

~der comprising a pair of opposite dlvelgent

side rails having notches-at or near one end
thereof, a plurality of transverse flat step-
pieces eonneetnw the side rails at intervals,
and a tmnsvelse brace-bar secured to and
arranged longitudinally of the bottom step-
piece, said brace-bar being disposed at right
angles to the step-piece with which 1t is asso-
ciated, and when the ladder is inverted con-
stitutes a fulerum-support for the ironing-
board, Subsmntmlly as set forth.

2. Inanir oning-table,the combination with

“the board, of a boar d-supp0rt1nﬂ ladder hav-

ing steps, ‘and a separate transverse brace-
bar fitted directly to and arranged longitudi-
nally of one of the steps, said blace bm pro-
jecting at one side of the plane of the step to
whieh it is attached, and also constituting a
fulerum-support for the board.

3. Inanironing-table,the combination wnﬁh
the board plowded at its under side with a
fixed transverse rest-cleat-having a step se-
ries of shoulders, and asupport for the board
having a transverse fulerum-bar adapted to
have its edge engaged with any of said rest-
shoulders, substantially as set forth.

4. In a device of the class described, a lad-
der comprising a pair of side rails, a plurality
of transverse step-pieces connecting the side
rails at intervals, and a transverse brace-bar

secured to and arranged longitudinally of the

bottom step-piece, said brace-bar being dis-

posed at an angle to the step-piece with which

it is associated, and when the ladder is in-
verted constitutes a fulerum-support for the
ironing-board.

In testlmony that I claim the foregoing as

‘my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein

the presence of two witnesses.
| J OIIN . WHITE.
Witnesses:
PEARL REI]D
A. M. DURP.
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