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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER W. LEVETT, a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Cal-
lao, in the county of Macon and Sta,te of Mis-
souri, have invented a new and useful Wire-
Reel, of which thefollowing is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in

Wire-reels.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of wire-reels and to
provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient
device adapted to receive an ordinary wire-
spool and capable of enabling wire to be read-
1ly reeled on the same and unreeled there-
from in taking down and putting up fences.

A further obJeet of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character which will en-
able the unreeling of the wire to be readily
controiled, so that the wire will not be paid
out too fast. -

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, 11111stra,ted
in the accompanying drawings, and pomted
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a Wi-re-reel eonstructed in accordance
with this invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse
sectional view. Fig. 3 isa detail view of the
brake mechanism. Figs. 4 and 5 are detail
views ol the members of the brake. |

Like numerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
1ngs.

1 designates a Substantially rectangular
suppor tmﬂ*-fra,me composed of side bars 9 and
3, a front transverse bar 4, and an axle 5
W]JICh is located at the back of the frame, as
clearly illustrated in IKig. 1 of the accom-
panying drawings, and the side 2 is extended
in advance of the front transverse bar 4 and
18 shaped into a handle 6, which is adapted
to be readily grasped by the operator to draw
or push the device overthe ground to take up
or unreel fence-wire. The frame is provided
at opposite sides with standards or supports
7 and 8, provided at their upper ends with
bearings and receiving a transverse shaft 9

~upon which a spool 10 for the reception of the

fence-wire is mounted. The shaftis provided
at one end with a crank-handle 11, located
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adjacent to the side bar 2, and the handle 6
and the crank-handle ::'Lre located adjacent
to each other, so that they may be readily
grasped by the operator, who may push the
machineover the ground and smultaneously
rotate the shaft to wind up fence-wire.

The axle exterids beyond the sides of the
frame and has calrylnw-wheels 12 mounted
on its spindles, as clearlyillustrated in Fig. 1
of the drawings. The end of the shaft to
which the erank handleissecuredisenlarged,
and the rest of the shaft is rounded to enable
1t to be readily withdrawn .from the spool and
the bearings sufficiently to permit a spool to
be placed on andremoved from it. The spool
18 held rigid with the shaft by means ofa sub-
stantmlly L—-shaped arm 13, mounted on the
shaft and engaging one of the end bars of the
spool, and In wmdmw wire on a spool the arm
13 is engaged with one of the edges of one of
the end bals, and 1n unwinding the wire itis
engaged with the opposite edwe The arm

may be readily disengaged from the spool

when it is desired to remove the same. The
standard or support 7 is provided at its upper
end with a removable pin or key 14, extend-
ing across the bearing opening or recess and
adapted to retain the shaft therein.

The frame is provided at opposite sides with
vertical guide-rolls 15, mounted on suitable
spindles and adapted to prevent the wire from
coming in contact with the wheels Of the de-

vice.

The rotation of the shaft when unreeling

wire 1s controlled by means of the brake or
tension device 16, composed of a substantially
L.-shaped member or rod 17 and a resilient
upwardly-extending rod or member 18. The
L.-shaped rod or member, which is also resili-
ent, extends upward and over the shaft, and
both rods or members 17 and 18 are prowded
at their lower ends with substantially hori-
zontal arms 19 and 20, which are secured to
the standard or qupport 3, in perforations
thereof, by means of nuts engaging threaded
ends ot the shanks. The horizontal arm of
the resilient L.-shaped member is provided
with a hook 21 and is engaged by a nut 22,
mounted on the rod 18 and adapted to force
the rod or member against the shaft, whereby
the rotation of the same will be retarded.
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“When it is desired to release the shaft,, the

rod 18 may be readily sprung out of engage-
ment with the hook 21, and the rod or mem-
ber17 willspringupward away from the shatt.
The rod 18 may be readily reéngaged with the
hook when desired.

It will be seen that the wire-reel 18 exceed-
ingly simple and inexpensive in 1fs construc-
tion, that it is adapted to receive an ordinary
wire-spool, and that it is capable of enabling
wiretobereadily wound thereon and unreeled
therefrom. It will also be apparent that the
rotation of the shaft in unreeling wire may
be readily controlled by the brake or tension
device and that the straight rod or member
18 may be readily disengaged from the hook

of the substantially L-shaped rod or member

to cause the latter to spring upward out of
engagement with the shatt. |
Changes in the form, proportion, size, and

the minor details of construction may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spiritor |

sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention. --

What is claimed 1s—

1. A device of the class described compris-
ing a frame, a shaft adapted to receive the
spool, and a brake or tension device composed
of a substantially vertical rod located at one

| side of the shaft, secured at its lower end to

the frame and havingits upper portion thread-
ed, a substantially L-shaped rod or member
mounted on the frame and extending across
the shaft and provided with a hook detach-
ably receiving the vertical rod, and a nut
mounted on the threaded portion of the ver-
tical rod and engaging the hook, substantially
as described. _,

2. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a supporting-frame and a
shaft, of a rod 18 located at one side of the
shaft and provided at its lower end with a
shank mounted on the supporting-frame, a
substantially L-shaped rod located at the op-
posite side of the shaft and provided at its
lower end with a shank secured to the sup-
porting-frame, said L-shaped rod being pro-

vided at its upper end with a hook engaging

the rod 18, and a nut mounted on the latter,
substantially as described. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |

WALTER W. LEVETT.

Witnesses: .
T. B. WRIGHT,
W. R. WHITE.
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