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To all whomv it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE R. SHARF, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Sidell,
in the county of Vermilion and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Display-
Form, of which thefollowing is a specification.

- This'invention relates to improvements in
forms for displaying corsets, shirt-waists, and
the like in show-windows and other places
and for maintaining the same properly in

shape fora neatand attractive display of their

make and outline. _
The object of the invention is to provide a

form of this character which is simple, cheap,
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and durable in construction, capable of being

easily adjusted to fit the different styles and

sizes of articles to be displayed, and adapted.

when in use to be concealed from view and

‘when notin use tobe conveniently compressed
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- transportation.
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or collapsed in close compass for storage or

With this and other minor objects in view
the invention consists of a display-form em-

bodying certain novel features of construc-

tion; combination; and arrangement of parts,
which will be hereinafter more fullydescribed,
and particularly set forth in the appended
claims. .
In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 is
a view in side elevation of a display-form con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Kig. 2 1s & top plan view thereof. T'ig. 3is a
side elevational view showing the form com-
pressed or collapsed for storage or transpor-
tation. Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing
the manner of applying the form for display-
ing a corset, the latter being illustrated in
broken lines. | | | -
- Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, A represents the body portion of
the display-form,which is made of coiled wire,
substantially in the shape of a double helical
spring, having intermediate coils or convolu-
tions 0, increasing in diameter upward and

downward from the point of smallest diame-
ter at the center to conform to the configura-

tion of the waist portion of the corset, shirt-
waist, or other article to be displayed, and top
and bottom coils b’ and 0* of different diame-
ters to correspond to the variation in the size
of the article at the bust and waist portions
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when the coil is allowed to expand. _
- Hooks d are arranged upon one end of the

I ably employed in the construction of the coiled

body portion, as this grade of wire is stiff

enough to hold the corset or other article to 33
which 1t 18 applied distended to the desired

fullness and yet resilient enough to allow the
coll to be readily compressed in folded or col-

lapsed condition and maintained in such con-

dition for a long period without affecting its
expansive qualities. | -

~ The top and bottom coils of the body por-
tion are connected byindependent retaining-

wires C, which are preferably made of some

soft pliable metal, such ascopper, and placed
on the interior of the body portion and looped
at their ends aboutsaid coils. Theseretain-

ing-wires serve to stay the coiled body por-

tion and at the same time prevent undue ex-

‘tension of such portion when partially com-
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pressed. The form may be readily adjusted
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to receive corsets and shirt-waists of different

lengths by simply detaching the retaining-
wires from one end of the coil, compressing
the coil to the desired extent, and then loop-
ingtihefreeendsof said retaining-wiresabout
the coil again to retain the latter in com-
pressed condition, and the soft pliable char-
acter of the refaining-wires permits of this
being conveniently done with a minimum
amount of labor and without the use of tools

or danger of breaking said wires. This pli-

ability of the retaining-wires also avoids the
necessity of removing said wires when the

coiled body portion is fully compressed into
-a folded or collapsed condition, as they are
adapted to bend and fold between the convo- .
out

lutions and may be easily straightened

coiled body portion to hook over the other

end thereof and hold the coiled portion in
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compressed or collapsed conditionin the man-

ner shown in Fig.3. Inthe presentinstance
I have shown the hooks arranged upon the
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bottom coil b* to engage the top coil b'; but

this arrangement may be reversed,if desired.
By this means the display-form may be folded

in close compass, so that it may be conven-

lently carried and a large number packed
within a minimum amount of storage-space.
The manner of employing the form for
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digplaying an article of the character de-
thereof. Spring-steel wire No. 10 is prefer- | seribed—such as a corset, for instance—is
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clearly shown in Fig. 4, from which it will be
seen that the form when applied is conecealed
from view and holds the corset distended in

an efficient manner fo attractively exhibit

the make and outline thereof.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is— |

1. A form for exhibiting shirt-waists and
the like comprising a body portion made of
coiled wire, and an independent retaining-
wire looped around the wire of sald body por-
tion for preventing undue extension of such
portion. | S |

2. Anexhibiting-form of the class described
comprising a body portion of coiled wire, and
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| hooks upon one end of the coil and adapted
to hook over the other end to hold the coiled

portion in compressed or collapsed condl-
tiom. L |

3. An exhibiting-form comprising a body
portion made of coiled spring-wire, and inde-

pendent pliable retaining-wires on the inte-

rior of the body portion and looped about the
wire of said body portion for preventing un-

{ due extension of such portion.

GEO. R. SHARF.

Witnesses:
FRANK PARHAM,
R- IJ- POWELL.
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