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To all whom it may ConCerm:
Be it known that I, EDWIN FOWLER, a citi-

-zen of the United States, residing at Kansas

City, in the county of Wyandotte and State
of Kansas, have invented certain new and
usefulImprovementsin Letter-Files;of which
the following is a full and complete specifica-

tion, such as will enable those skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use the
same. |

This invention relates to letter-files; and
the object thereof is to provide an improved
device of this class which may be used as a
convenient file for letters, bills, and other
documents or papers. |

This invention is an improvement on that

described and claimed in United States Let- |

ters Patent No. 594,990, granted to me De-
cember 7, 1897, and is fully disclosed in the

following specification, of which the acecom-

panying drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 11s a plan view of my improved file:
Kig. 2, a back view of a portion thereof; Fig.
o, & section on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1; and Fig.
4, a view similar to Fig. 3, showing a modified
form of construction.

In the drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication the separate parts of my improve-
ment are designated by the same numerals of
reference in each of the views, and in the
practice of my invention I select a sheet of
strong paper o, substantially of the form
shown in Fig. 1, and fold the same at 6, adja-
cent to one end thereof, to form a front flap
3, the body portion 9 constituting the back of
the file and being adapted to be folded cen-
trally along the dotted line 10 fo form a front
cover for the contents of the file. - -

In the back of the file at the fold ¢ are cut
two or more slits 11, as shown in Fig. 2, pref-
erably segmental in form, having the fold 6
as their tangent at one extremity and thence
curving inward toward the transverse center
of thesheet 5. Forordinary usestwo of such
slits and of the clamps hereinafter described,
placed adjacent to the corners formed by the
fold 6 and the sides of the sheet, as in Fig. 1,
will be found sufficient. I also provide yoke-
shaped clamps 12, each of which consists of
a back side 13 and a front side 14, the inner
surfaces of said front side and said back side

being opposed to each other throughout the |

]

greater porﬁion of their length and adapted
to hold firmly any object interposed between
them. The general form of these clamps is
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such that when the clamp is closed over the -

flap 8, as shown at the upper left-hand cor-

ner of Fig. 1, the general direction of the two

sides thereof forms an oblique angle with the
fold 6, and on the back side 13 of the clamp
and adjacent to the end thereof there is a
flat lug or projection 15, extending at an an-

| gle to the general direction of the sides and

adapted to receive a pivot or eyelet 16, this
lug or projection being on that edge of said
back side 13 which lies toward the acute angle
formed by the general direction of the sides of
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the clamps with said fold 6, and the length of

the sides 13 and 14 of said clamps is formed
ogreat enough, so that when the clamps are in
the position shown at the upper left-hand cor-
nerof Iig. 1the pivot oreyelet 16 islocated ap-

proximately between the extremities of the

sides and the fold 6. The edgesof the clamps
are preferably curved, substantially as shown
in the drawings, Figs. 1 and 2, the lug or pro-

| jection 15 thus lying in the concave edge of

the side 13. A portion 22 at the end of the
front side of said elamps is preferably turned
upward or away from the back side 13 to fa-

cilitate swinging the clamp over the fold 6,
as hereinafter described. ‘The back side of

each clamp and the lug or projection 15 of
said clamps are passed through the slits 11,
as shown in Fig. 2, and eyelets or rivets 16
are passed through the back 9 of the file and
through said lugs or projections,whereby said
clamps are secured to the file. The clamps

12 are adapted to be turned inwardly or out-

wardly, as shown in Fig. 1, and in order to
strengthen the connection of said clamps
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with the back of the file and also to protect
the contents from abrasion when the clamps

are turned I secure to the front of said back,
adjacent to the pivotal connection of said
clamps, a transverse reinforcing -strip 17,
which projects backwardlyovertheback sides
13 of said clamps, and the rivets or eyelets
at 16 are also passed through the reinforcing-
strip 17. |

When the clamps 12 are swung inwardly,
the opposing sides thereof inclose and clamp

together the front flap 8 and the reinforcing-
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strip 17, and in placing letters or other pa-
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pers in the file the clamps 12 are swung out- |

wardly, as shown at.the lower side of Kig. 1,
and the left-hand side of the letter or other
paper is inserted between the fold 8 and the

reinforcing-strip 17,and the clamps12 arethen

swung inwardly, as shown at the top of Fig. |

1, in which position said clamps securely
hold the letters or other papers or documents
in the file. Theeyelets or rivets 16 lying, as
heretofore described, between the extremity
of the clamp and the fold 6, a force applied
at the extremity of the clamp and directly
toward the fold 6 cannot have any tendency

- to release the file from the clamp.
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That portion of the back 9 to the right of
the dotted line designated by the reference-
numeral 10 is then folded over, adapted to

serve as a cover to the file or the contents

thereof. The portion 19 of the blank 5 1is
left slightly longer than the remainder, so
that when the blank is folded on the line 10
the said portion 19 extends beyond the fold
6 and serves both to receive a label or index
character and to aid in drawing the particu-
lar file wanted from a box or shelf containing
a bank of similar files, this portion 19 being
made of different extent transversely of the
blank 5 in the respective filesplacedinagiven
box or series. |
Instead of employing the separate reinfore-
ing-strip 17 I may accomplish the same result
by folding the back 9 as shown in Ifig. 4, the
first fold being backwardly, as shown at 20,
and then forwardly to form a reinforcing-
strip 21, which covers the back portion of the
clamps 12, and then again folding said part
forwardly to form flap 8. In this form of
construction the slits 11 are formed in the fold

between the parts 21 and 8 and the rivets or
eyelets 16 are passed through the reinforcing

part 21 and through the back 9 and the lugs

or projections 15 of the clamps.

- The construection shown in Fig. 4isin some
respects preferable to that shown in Ifig. 3;

but either of said forms of construction may
be employed, as desired. | -

My improved paper-file is simple In con- |

struction and operation and perfectly adapt-
ed to accomplish the result for which 1t 1s in-
tended. |

Having fully described my invention, I

~claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
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Patent— - |
1. A paper-file constructed as herein de-
seribed, the same consisting of a blank which

is folded transversely at one end to form a

front flap, said blank being also adapted to
be folded adjacent to the transverse center to

form a front or cover for the file, said back

being also provided adjacent to said fold with
slits, and yoke-shaped clamps the edges of

which are segmentally curved, oneside of said

clamps being passed through said slits, and
being pivotally secured to the back, substan-
tially as shown and described.

2. A paper-file constructed as herein de-

seribed, the same consisting of a blank which |

is folded transversely at one end to form a
front flap, the body portion of said blank
forming the back of the file, and said back

adjacent to the said fold being provided with
slits and yoke-shaped clamps, one side of said
clamps being passed through said slits and
being pivotally connected with said back, sub-
stantially as shown and described. S
3. A paper-file constructed as herein de-
seribed, the same consisting of a blank which
is folded transversely at one end to form a
front flap, the body portion of said blank
forming the back of the file, and said back
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adjacent to the said fold being provided with

slits and yoke-shaped clamps, the edges of
which are curved segmentally, one side of said
clamps being passed through said slits and
being pivotally connected withsaid back, sub-
stantially as shown and deseribed.

4. A paper-file constructed as herein de-

seribed, the same consisting of a blank which

is folded transversely at one end to form a
front flap, the body portion of said blank

00

forming the back of the file, and said back

adjacent to said fold being provided with slits
and yoke-shaped clamps, one side of said
clamps being passed through said slits and
being pivotally connected with said back, said
back being also adapted to be folded adjacent
to the transverse center so as to form a front
or cover for the file, substantially as shown
and described. . "
5. A paper-file constructed as herein de-
seribed, the same consisting of a blank which
is folded transversely at one end to form a
front flap, the body portion of the blank form-
ing the back of the file, said back being pro-
vided adjacent to said fold with segmental
slits, and yoke-shaped clamps the edges of
which are curved segmentally, and the back
sides of which are passed through said slits

-and provided on their concave sides with lugs
or projections which are pivotally connected

with the back by rivets or pins passed there-

95

JOO

105

110

through, substantially as shown and de-

scribed. |
6. A paper-file constructed as herein de-
seribed, the same consisting of a blank which

15

is folded transversely at one end to form a

front flap, the body portion of the blank form-
ing the back of the file, said back being pro-
vided adjacent to said fold with slits, and
yoke-shaped clamps the edges of which are
curved segmentally, and the back sides of
which are passed through said slits and pro-
vided on their econcave sides with lugs or pro-

jections which are pivotally connected with

the back of the file by rivets or pins passed
therethrough, said back of the file being also
provided with a reinforcing-strip arranged
transversely thereof adjacent to said fold and
through which the pivots of the clamps are
passed, substantially as shown and deseribed.

7. A paper-file constructed as herein de-
seribed, and consisting of a blank which is

folded transversely at one end to form a front

flap, the body portion of the blank constitut-

120

1‘25.

130




- eover for the _
with slits a,d;]aoent the fold by whlch said front

10
£S5
20
25
30

35

639,721 ) 3

ing the back of the file and foldable adjacent
to the transverse center to form a front or
ile, said back being provided

flap is formed, clamps, each of which consists
of twoopposingsides, one of which is provided
with a lugorprojection and is passed through
one of said slits, each clamp being. pivotally
secured to the back of the file by means of a
pin or rivet passed through said lug, the ar-
rangement and pivotal connection of said
clamp being such that its outer or front side
may beswung over sald front flap of the blank
into such & position that the pivotal connec-
tion of said clamp lies approximately be-
tween the extremity of said front side of said
clamp and the fold by which said front flap
is formed, substantially as shown a,nd de-
scribed.

8. A paper-file constructed as herein de-
scribed, the same consisting of a blank which
18 folded transversely at one end to form a

frontflap, the body portion of the blank form-
ing the back of the file, and being foldablead-
Jaeent to the transverse center toform a front

or cover for the file and provided with slits
adjacent the fold by which the front flap is
formed, clamps, each consisting of two oppos-
ing s1des, one of which is prowded with a lug
or pmJecmon substantially at the end thereof

-and 18 passed through one of said slits and

pivotally connected mth sald back of said file
by means of a pin or rivet passed through said
lug, the arrangement and pivotal connection
of said clamp bemo' such thatit may be swung

into such position that its outer or front side
shall rest overthe front flap of the blank, and
sald pivotal connection shall lie approxi-
mately between the extremity of the front
side of said clamp and the fold by which said
front flap is formed; said back of said file
being also provided Wlth a reinforcing-strip
ary ano'ed transversely thereof adjacent to the
fold formmﬂ' the front flap, the pivots of the
clamps bem g passed through the said back,
and throu-Th sald reinforecing-strip, and the
lugsor pro;pectmns of said clamps being placed
between the said back-and said remforcmﬂ'-
strip, substantially as shown and deserlbed
9. A paper-file constructed as herein de-
seribed, the same consisting of a blank which

| 18 folded transversely at- one end to form a
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front flap, said blank being also adapted to

be folded adjacent to the transverse center to
form a front or cover for the file, and yoke-
shaped clamps, one side of which is passed
through elongated openings in the baek ad-
Jacent the fold by which the front flap is
formed, said clamps being pivotally secured
to the back substantla,lly as shown and de-
scribed. |

In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing as
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my invention I have signed my name, in pres-

ence of thesubscribing w1tn eSses, thls 22d day
of December, 1898.

EDWIN FOWLER.

VWitnesses:
ARTHUR F. BRODIE,
MADALINE STEWART
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