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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM H. DEXTER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Del-
mapr,1n the county of Tioga and State of Penn-
sylvanm have mventeda new and useful Car-
pet- Streteher‘ of which the fellowmn'lsa,spem-
fication.

1'his invention relates to earpet-stietehers
and has for its object to provide 1mproved
means for conveniently and effectively
stretching a carpet and for holding the latter
alter 1t h&s been stretched, so as te facilitate
the tacking or Seeurinn“[hereof Itis, further-
more, deswned to prewde means to prevent
bmdmﬂ* ot the device upon the ecarpet and
floor, ther'eby to insure a positive and free
action of the stretcher, and, finally, to connect
and brace the partsof the dewee SO as to pre-

vent loosening or separation theleef and to

maintain a strenﬂ' and durable structure.

To these ends the present invention con-
sists in the combination and arrangement of
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de-
Seubed shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, and particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims, it being understood that
changes in the form ploportlon size, and mi-

nor details may be made within the scope of

the appended claims without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad va,ntaﬂ‘es
of the invention, -

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

- view of a carpet—streteher constructed in ac-
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- oper ation,
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cordance with the presentinvention and illus-
trated in the first position of the stretching
I'ig. 2 is a longitudinal seetlonal
view of the stretehel in the final position and
holding the carpet as stretched.

Oorrespondm parts in both figures of the

drawings are designated by like Chd;l acters of
1eferenee

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 deswnates the body of the stretcher, and 1s
formed from a single length of board ef SU1t-
able size. Proj eebmﬂ' 1011 gitudinally in front
of the body of the streteher Is an extension 2,
also formed from asingle length of board and
loosely connected tothe front. end of the body
by means of one or more hinges 3, located

50 upon the under sides of the body and the ex-

tension, soas to permitof the contiguousends

thereof bemﬂ elevated to draw the outer end |

' of the extension inward toward the body, as

will be hereinafter more fully explained.
Fixed transversely across the outer end of
the hinged extension is a cross-head 4, which
pro;]eets laterally at opposite sides of the body
1 and is provided upon its underneath side
with suitable prongs or teeth 5. Suitable
braces 6, preferably metal rods, diverge from
opposite sides of the hinged extension and
are connected at their outel ends to the cross-
head 4 and near the opposite ends thereof.

Fitted to the upper sideof the hinged exten-

sion 1s a bowed handle 7, which mehnes up-

nection between the extension and the body
and 1s provided at its upper extremity with
an eye 3forengagement with ahook 9, loosely
connected to the upper side of the body, so
as to hold the stretcher in its final pOSIblOI]
as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.

The body 1 is loosely eenneeted to a sub-
Stantmlly U-shaped frame 10, which isformed
from a single metal rod bent intermediate of
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-wardly and rearwardly across the hinged con-
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its ends to form the opposite divergent mem-

bers 11 and the straight transverse head 12,
which extends trensvelsely across the upper
side of the body, near the rear end thereof,
and is hinged thereto by means of a plate 13
fastened te theupper side of the body and pre-

vided with suitable eyes 14,l00sely embracing
the transverse head. The oppome side mem-
bers extend a suitable distance in advance of
the cross-head 4, passing loosely through suit-
able guides 15,provided near opposite ends of

the eross—head and each member having its
free extremity bent downwardly to form a
sharp prong or tooth 16. In forming the
prong it is preferable to first bend the rod up-
wardly and then downwardly, so astoprovide
a driving-head 17, and then wrap the sides of
the head with wire 18, so as to prevent the

-prong from becoming bent orstraightened out

during the epemtlon of the ereteher
Loeated beneath the rear end of the body 1

is a roller 19, which extends transversely

across the stretcher and is journaled at oppo-

site ends upon opposite pendent flanges 20,

which extend longitudinally at opposite sides
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of the body. This roller is adapted to rest

upon the floor,soas to faelhtete the movement

of the body.

In the opelatwn of the etretehel the oppo-
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site prongs 16 are driven into the floor adja-
cent to the wall of the room. The handle 71s
then elevated, so as to break upward the

hinged joint between the bodyand the hinged

extension, and thereby draw the cross-head 4
inwardly or toward the rear of the device.

~The prongs 5 of the cross-head are then en-

caged with the carpet and the handle is forced
downward until the body and the hinged ex-
tension are brought into alinement, as shown
in Fig. Q,thereby foreing the cross-head for-
ward, and consequently stretching the carpet
toward the prongs 16. After the hinged ex-

tension has been forced down as far as it can |
go the hook 9 is engaged with the eye Sinthe

end of the handle, so as to hold the stretcher
in its extended position, and thereby prevent
the carpet from slipping and to hold the latter
as stretched. It will now beapparentthatthe
body is hingedly connected to the frame, so as
to permit of the vertical movement thereof,
and the roller is designed to prevent binding
of the body by rolling freely upon the floor.

By reference to Fw 2 it will be seen that
the contiguous ends of the parts or members
of the body form shoulders which abutin the
extended position of the body, so as to pre-
vent the hinge connection from accidentally
breaking npward.

IIavmﬂ‘ thus described the invention, what

18 clauned, and desired to be secured by Let-

ters Patent, is—

1. In a carpet-stretcher, the combinafion of
a two-part body, having a hinge joint or con-
nection to break upwardly only, means for
engagement with the carpet and. carried by
one of the parts, the other part having a slid-
able bearing upon the carpet, an operating-
handle for forcing downwardly the jointed
ends of the parts, and a substantially U-

shaped frame hinged to the latter part of the

body, the opposite sides of the frame extend-

ing in advance of the body, and provided at
their free extremities with means with en-
gagement with the floor.

9. In a carpet-stretcher, the ecombination

- with a frame for engagement with the floor,
- of atwo-partbody hm'mg itsrear endhmﬂ'edly

connected to the rear end of the frame, and
provided with a hinged joint or connection to
break upwardly, and conneeting the parts of

‘the body, and an antifriction-roller or the like

carried by therear partof the body, and adapt-

~ed to travel upon the floor, in the operation

of the stretcher, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

3. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination of
a two-part body, having a hinge joint or con-
nection to break upwardly only, a cross-head
extending transversely of the forward part,
and having prongs or teeth for engagement
with the carpet, loop-shaped guides at oppo-
site ends of the cross-head, and brace-rods be-
tween the latter and the adjacent part of the
body, a handle fitted to the upper side of the

latter, the rear part having a slidable bearing

upon the carpet,and asubstantially U-shaped
frame having its transverse end hinged to the

rear part of the body, the opposite sides of the
frame passing forwardly at opposite sides of
the body, loosely through  the respective

guides provided upon the cross-head, project-
ing in advance of the latter, and provided at
their extremities with means for engagement
with the floor. -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

‘myown I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.

- WILLIAM I1. DEXTER.

Witnesses:
JOHN W. ENGLISH,
R.J. BALFOUR.
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