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UNITED STATES

—— i ————

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE W. WILLIAMS, OF NEWVILLE, VIRGINIA.

PEANUT-HARVESTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 639,691, dated December 19, 1899,
| Application filed April 27, 1899, Serial No, 714,767, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw: |

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. WILLIAMS,

a citizen of the United States, residingat New-
ville, in the county of Prince Georgeand State
of Virginia, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Peanut-Harvesters—

Digger, Shaker, and Heaper; and I do hereby

declare the following tobe a full, clear, and ex-

- act description of the invention, such as will
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enable others skilled in theart to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same. -
- My invention relates to improvements in
peanut-harvesters; and it consistsin thenovel
devices hereinafter described and claimed.
Reference ishad totheaccompanying draw-
ings, wherein the same parts are indicated by
the same letters throughout the several views.
Figure 1 represents a top plan view ot my
machine. Tig.2 is asection taken on the line
2 92 in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective

view of one of the rollers over which the car-
rier rung. Fig. 4 is a detail view, in side ele-

vation, of the foot-lateh for controlling the
pivotal tray at the back of the machine; and
Fig. 5 is a detail view in perspective of the
beater seen in Fig. 2. S

The frame of the machine has two side

members A A, which converge at their for-
ward ends and are united upon a tongue A’
This frame is mounted on an axle A° having
wheels A? thereon. One of said wheels has
a clutch-face a? upon its hub, which allows a
sprocket-gear A3, also loosely mounted upon
said axle and having a clutch-face a?, to be
locked therewith. The coil-spring A* nor-
mally holds these clutch-facesin engagement;
but they may be thrown out of engagement
by means of the lever A5, A sprocket-chain
A8, running over the sprocket-gear A’ also
runs over a sprocket-gear A”on the shaft A’

upon which shaft is also mounted a toothed

gear A? which rotates with the sprocket-gear
A%, AshaftB,journaled acrosstherearend of
the frame of the machine, has a hexagonal
roller B’ mounted thereon to rotate therewith,

‘and thisshaft also has a toothed gear B*on one

end, which meshes with the gear A’ through
which itisdriven. Overthisroller B'runsan
endless carrier C,composed of sections pivoted

so together and perforated and provided with

hooked fingers ¢, as seen most clearly in Fig.

1 1. Thisendlesscarrier also runs over a rollér

D, which is fixed upon a shaft D', journaled
in the forward end of the pivoted frame E,
the pivoted point of which is the shatt B,
which constitutes the axis of the roller B'.
The forward end of the pivoted frame K ex-

tends beneath and past the axle A’ and may

be raised and lowered by means of the rock-
shaft E', pivoted across the frame of the ma-

chine and having arms ¢’ &', from which the.

forward end of the said pivoted frame is sus-
pended by means of rods or chains e ¢, as seen
in Figs. 1 and 2. The said rock-shaft has a
hand-lever E? thereon, by means of which the

driver may operate said shaft. . Upon each

side of said carrier a plurality of wire rodsor
other suitable strips ¢® are mounted longitu-
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dinally of the frame E, their ends being curved

under, as shown, the said rods or strips serv-
ing to support the ends of the vines while

their roots are carried along upon the carrier

and at the same time allowing dirt and stones

or other heavy or small particles to fall
through. As the carrier runs the underside
thereof is subjected to the constant beating
action of a pivoted beater If, the shorter end
of which is arranged to be struck by the an-
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oles of the roller D successively as the latter

rotates andthelonger endf’ of which is weight-
ed and arranged to fall and impart successive
blows to the carrier, the object being to re-

‘move any dirtortrash that may adhere thereto

and tend to render its action less effective.
The roots of the vines are turned out of the
earth by means of a pair of plows H H, set to
throw the earth and vinesinto a central row.
The plow-beamsare connected at their for-
ward ends to across rod orarm H', and at their
rear ends are connected by means of a cross-

‘beam H2 which is permanently secured at

one end, as at h, to one beam, while its other
end passes laterally through the other beam
and is perforated with a series of holes for
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the passage of a retaining-pin 2/, which al- 95

lows of ready adjustment of the distance

apart of the plows. A second cross-beam H*

may also be used to connect the forward ends

of the beams, if desired.

The plows may be raised and lowered by
means of a hand-lever H* pivoted upon the
frame of the machine and provided with suit-
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able holding means, as shown, the said lever | while in

being connected to said plows by means of
rods or chains 73, ' _

A seat S is mounted upon the frame of the
machinein a convenient position for allowing
thedriverto operate the various leversshown.

A tray T, composed, preferably, of slats, as
shown, is hinged by means of a shaft, T",at the
rear end of the frame of the machine for re-
ceiving the vines from the carrier and depos-
iting them at intervals in bunches upon the
ground. Anupright arm {isrigidly mounted
upon the end of the tray-shaft TV, and to the
arm 1s connected one end of a rod #, the other
end of which rod is connected to the pivoted
foot-lever V, which is provided with a foot-
rest v. To the said foot-lever is pivoted a
catch ¢, acted upon by a spring +* which
tends to hold the tooth % on said catch in
engagement with the notched plate %, as seen
in Fig. 2, and thus by holding the foot-lever
on its forward position to hold the tray T in
its horizontal position for receiving the vines
from the rear of the carrier C. 'The catch v,
however, is provided with a rearward exten-
sion, upon which is formed a foot-rest %, so
that the said catch may be disengaged and
the foot-lever released by a simple pressure
of the foot. The weightof the tray T, whether
empty or loaded, will be sufficient to cause it

to fall of its own accord when released, while
the catch will engage automatieally and lock |

the lever upon the said lever being pushed
forward again by the foot. |
In operation the machine is made to strad-
dle the row, and being drawn forward by the
team the plows turn out the roots of the vines
to which the peanuts are attached into a row.
1The carrier of the machine moving, as it does,
immediately in rear of the plows and having
the hooked fingers above described picks up
the vines,rootsand all, and conveys them over
backward and deposits them upon the tray.

This tray is allowed to receive as much as it

will contain without waste, when it is dumped
by the driver releasing, with his foot, the foot-
lever controlling the tray and immediately
returned toits horizontal position for another
load. The vines are thus deposited at inter-
vals in piles, and much labor in accomplish-
ing this result is obviated. Allthe time the
machine is running the beaters keep the car-

rier free from an accumulation of dirt or trash-|

by itsconstant thumping action,as deseribed.

The many advantages of my machine will
be apparent to any practical mind.

I claim-— o - .

1. In a peanut-harvester, the combination
with a wheeled frame, and plows carried in

the forward portion of said frame; of an end-
less carrier pivotally supported at the rear of
said frame and inclining downward to the
rear of said plows; hooked fingers upon said
carrier; a pivoted beater arranged to be
struck by one of the carrier-rollers and to im-
part a succession of blows to the said carrier

[
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operation and gearing driven by one
of the wheels of the machine for operating
sald carrier, substantially as described.

2. In a peanut-harvester, the combination
with a wheeled frame, and plows ecarried in
the forward portion of said frame; of an end-
less carrier pivotally supported at the rear of
sald frame and inclining downward to the

rear of said plows, hooked fingers upon said

‘carrier; a hinged tray in rear of said carrier:

a rigid arm connected to said tray, a connect-
ing-rod, a pivoted foot-lever connected to said
rod, a notched plate, a spring-actuated catch
arranged to engage said notched plate and
support said tray, but upon disengagement
by the foot to release said tray; and gearing

driven by one of the wheels of the machine
for operating said carrier, substantially as de-

scribed. | -

5. In a peanut-harvester, the combination
with a wheeled frame, and plows carried in
the forward portion of said frame; of an end-
less carrier pivotally supported at the rear of
sald frame and inclining downward to the
rear of said plows, hooked fingers upon said
carrier; a pivoted arm arranged to be struck
by the carrier-rollers, and to impart a suecces-

sion of blows to the said carrier while in op-

eration; and gearing driven by one of the
wheels of the machine for operating said car-
rier, substantially as described.

4. In a peanut-harvester, the combination

with a wheeled frame, and plows carried in

the forward portion of said frame; of an end-
less carrier pivotally supported at the rear of
sald frame and inclining downward to the
rear of said plows; hooked fingers upon said

. carrier; a pivoted beater arranged to be

struck by one of the carrier-rollers and to im-
part a succession of blows to the said earrier
while in operation; means for elevating and
lowering the forward end of said carrier; and
gearing driven by one of the wheels of the
machine for operating said carrier, substan-
tially as desecribed. | | |

5. In a peanut-harvester, the combination
with a wheeled frame, and plows carried in
the forward portion of said frame; of an end-
less carrier pivotally supported at the rear of
sald frame and inclining downward to the
rear of said plows; a pivoted arm arranged to
be struck by one of the carrier-rollers and to
impart a succession of blows to the said car-
rier while in operation; means for elevating
and lowering said plows; and gearing driven
by one of the wheels of the machine for oper-
ating said carrier, substantially'as deseribed.

6. In a peanut-harvester, the combination

with a wheeled frame, and plows ecarried in
the forward portion of said frame; means for
adjusting the distance apart of said plows; of

‘an endless carrier pivotally supported at the

rear of said frame and inclining downward to
the rearof said plows; a pivoted arm arranged
to be struck by one of the earrier-rollers and

to impart a succession of blows to the said
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aarrier while in operation and gearing driven | upon disengagement by the foot to release 1o
by one of the wheels of the machine for oper- | said tray, substantially as described. _
ating said carrier, substantially as described. | In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
7. In a peanut-harvester, the combination | in presence of two witnesses. '
s with a tilting tray having a pivoted shaft; a | ' :
rigid arm thereon; and a connecting-rod; of GEORGE W. WILLIAMS.
a pivoted foot-lever; a notched plate; and a Witnesses:
spring - actuated catch arranged to engage | J. A. BUTTS,
said notched plate and support said tray; but “A. B. TEMPLE.
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