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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, JEROME B. (JARPENTER
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at L1-

vonia Station, in the county of megston'

5 and State of New York, have invented cer-
talin new and useful Im plovements In Wire-
Fence Pickets and Fasteners Therefor; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and.exuact description of the invention,

ro such as will enable others skilled in the altto
whichit appertainstomake and use the same.

This invention relates to means for attach-
ing pickets to fence-wires in the construction
of wire fences, and aims toprovide a machine

15 of the eclass which will deflect the runner-
wire and at the same time press the picket

close against said wire, the two forces acting

in OpDOSltIOH and serving to facilitate the
work of applying the lock $0 the picket and

20 wire, the machine being simple, effective, and
easy of application zmd mampu]d,tlon

With this and other minor objects in view

- the invention consists of the features of con-

struction, combination, and arrangement of

25 parts, which will be heremat‘tel more fully

- described, and particularly pointed out in the
appended claim.

Reference is to be nad to the a,c,companj ing
drawings, forminga part of thlS specmca‘rlon

30 In which—

Figure 1 is arear view of a metallic picket
embodymn* my invention, showing the same
secured to fence-wires b} means of the Im-
proved fastener. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of

35 the picket and par ts, on an enlarged scale,
showing themanner in which it is held by the
fastener Ifig. 3 is a side view of the same.
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2, showing the
mode of applylnﬂ* the f&stenel Fig. 5 is a

40 rearperspective view of the picket. Fig. 6 1s
a detail view of the fastener.

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, wherein like letters of reference
des] ﬂ'na,te corresponding parts throughout the

45 seveml views, A represents the ]10rizontal
fence-wires, and B the picket, which is con-
structed of sheet metal, the sides of which are
longitudinally bent backwm d laterally from

~ the central line of the picket at an oblique

50 angle to each other, forming a substantially
V- shaped picket presenting the central lon-

gitudinal fold or front edge ¢ and the rear- |

wardly-extending sides d. These sides are -

of equal width, and their edges d' are straight

throughout their entire length to bind by
frictional contact against the wires, and thus
“hold the picket or the wires from sliding

movement on each other. |
The fastener for securing the picket con-
sists of a V-shaped piece of stiff wire, the

arms of which project outwardly from each

other at a greater angle than the sides of the

picket and are so plopormoned with respect

thereto that when the fastener isapplied the

-saild arms will stand out from the rear edges

of the sides of the picket and draw the wire
outwardly to form angular bends, as herein-
after described, whleh hold the pmket againgt
longitudinal dmplacement
arms of the fastenerare provided with down-
turned hooks f to engage the wires.

In applying the f&sbener I employ a tool by
which the picket and fastener are held in po-
sition while the wire is drawn outwardly to
engage the latter. This tool comprises inits
construction a U-shaped frame G, provided
at the front ends of its side arms Wlth hooks
g to engage the fence-wire on opposite sides
of the picket which is to be secured. Slidably
mounted on these arms is a cross-bar or jaw
II, notched in its front edge to form a V-
shaped socket-or recess to receive the corre-

spondingly-shaped body portion. of the fas-

tener.
this ]&W are pivoted the front ends of links _

Torivets or pins /2, projecting through

v and 2. These links are arranged on oppo-

The ends of the
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site sides of the center of the Slldlnﬂ' Jjawand

project rearwardly therefrom, and their front
ends are adapted to turn fr'eely on the pins.
Pivoted near their ends to the curved central

portion or rear end of the jaw by a pivot-pin

or bolt y are curved or bowed handles K and
IK'. The front ends [ and !’ of these handles
cross each other at the pivot and extend
above and below the frame and are respec-
tively pivotally connected to the rear ends
of the links 2 and 7. By this construction

Qo0

95

it will be seen that when the handles are

opened their front ends will be moved out-
wardly and rearwardly in reverse directions,
thus decreasing the distance between the ex-
tremities thereof and the rear of the frame

1Q0

and drawing on the links to slide the jaw G

rearwardly. When the handles are closed
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howevel their front ends are moved inwardly
toward each other and str aightened out,there-

by increasing the d18tame between the ex- |

tremities theleof and the rear of the frame
and causing said ends to slide the jaw out-
ward throu crh the medium of the connecting-
links. W’hen the handles are operated, the
links turn freely on thelr pivots to accommo-
date for the right-angular movements of the
front ends of the hfmdle%

In securing a picket the picket 1s first
placed in IJO‘:;IEIOH with the edges of its an-
gular sides bearing against the outer sides of
the wires. The hooks g on the frame of the

- tool are then engaged with the fence-wire on
opposite sides of the picket, the body portion

of the fastener fitted in the recess or socket
of the sliding jaw, so that its hooks f will

face the wire, and the handles of the tool then
parmally closed to foree the angular central

portion of the fastener in eonmct with the
picket and hold the latter in position. Upon
the handles then being completely closed the
fastener will be pr e%qed closely in contact
with the fold of the picket and the edges of
the sides of the latter clamped against the
wire, while the wire will be drawn outwardly

- around the sides of the picket into position,
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so that the hooks fon the fastener can be
conveniently engaged therewith to hold the
picket secured thereto. When the parts are
thus connected, it will be seen that the side
arms of the fastener are longer than the dis-
tance axially or medially between the front
edge of the picket, and a line econnecting the
rear edges thereof or between the central fold
of the plehet and the wire will extend out
from the sides of the picket and hold the wire
secured forwardly of the rear edges of the
picket, so as to cause the for nmtlon of angu-
lar bends b in the wire which act as shoulders

to prevent the picket from moving sidewise !

639,521

r longitudinally on the wire. The picket
Wi ll also have three points of bearing on the

fastenerand wire, and this, in connectlon with
' the angular bearing - point of the fastener

and angular bends in the wire, will prevent
any tendency of the picket to twist or turn
and become loosened or exert a wearing ac-
tion on the wires, as owing to the pecuha,r ar-

rangement of parts the f.:Lsteuer cannot move
thel ewith nnderany circumstances,while per-
mitting slight. inward vibratory movement of
the obhque sides of the picket under the ac-
tion of the wind without dlawuw on the fas-
tener.

The advantages of my invention reside,
first, -in the simplicity, economy, strength,
and durability of the picket; second, in the
fact that the pickets can be laid wlthm each

| other to occupy small space in shipment and

mutually protect each other against casual

injury; third, in the simplicity ‘md effective-

ness of the fastenel and, fourth, in the ease
and rapidity with which the pwh_etfs can be
applied to the fence- wires by means of a slin-
ple tool such as herein described.

Having thus deseribed the mv‘ention what

1S Cldlllled as new 1s—

In a machine for attaching pickets to fence-
wires an approximately U—shd,ped frame hav-
ing terminal hooks, a jaw slidably mounted
upon the arms of the frame, handles pivoted
to opposite sides of the frame to operate 1n
planes parallel therewith, and links connect-
ing the ends of the handles with the end por-
t1on% of the jaw, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 aff*c my svmatme
in presence of two witnesses. |

JEROME B. CARPENTER.

L 8]

\Vibnesses:
- WM. . FRANCIS,
CALVIN D. CLARK.
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