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To wll whony it may concern: |
Be it known that I, WILLIAM LOFLAND
DUDLEY, a citizen of the United States, resid-

Ing at Nashville, in the county of Davidson

and State of Tennessee, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Processes

~ for the Manufacture of Snuff Tablets; and I

do hereby declare the following to be a full,

- clear, and exact description of the invention,
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stuch as will enable others skilled in the art
to whiceh it relates to make and use the same.

My invention contemplates the manufac-

ture of snuff in tablet or lozenge form, pre-
senting to the dealer, and particularly to the

consumer, a more convenient and satisfac-
tory article than anything of similar nature

heretofore produced or known to the trade.
A snuff tablet of this character haslong been
a desideratum of snuff and tobacco manufac-
turers, dealers, and consumers, chiefly be-

afforded the latter class in partaking of the

article and in readily apportioning the quan-

tity used. - | |
Previous attempts to manufacture snuff in
tablet form have utterly failed, owing to the
supposed necessity of employing a foreign
binding agentin the process of manufacture,
which invariably has impaired the flavor and
odor of the resulting compound or rendered

~ the tablets hard and dry.
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By my invention I overcome the aforesaid
produce an unadulterated
snuif tablet, the excellence and flavor where-
of depend solely upon the quality of tobacco
used as a basis of manufacture and care with
which the several steps of my improved proc-
ess are carried out., - - S
Those skilled in the manufacture of snuff
are aware that in the preparation thereof the
tobacco is first subjected to a longer period
of fermentation than is necessary for other
tobacco products, is flavored, subjected to
extreme heat in the drying or cooking proc-
ess, then ground, and finally stored and sub-
jected to a final sweating process before it is

ready for the market. These several steps.
in the manufacture of snuff impart to it

certain characteristics which differentiate it
from other forms of manufactured tobaceco
and render it liable to be impaired by subse-

cause of the great convenience to be thereby |

i

| quent treatment, which would be innocuous
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when applied to smokingor chewing tobaccos.

My invention, which takes into considera-

‘tion the peculiarities and characteristies of
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the snuff to be treated, avoids the use of a

as water or alcohol,which may becompletely

which is applied for evaporation of said neu-

upon. | _- -
I will now proceed to deseribe my inven-
tion more fully, so that others skilied in the

‘art to which it appertains may apply the same.

To-begin with, the ordinary powdered snuff
is thoroughly mixed with a small percentage
(preferably about two-fifths of its weight) of

sufficiently moist to stick and yet sufficiently

dry to permit rubbing same through a fine

sieve, (about No. 16, for example,) the pur-

‘binder and employs only a neutral fluid, such

eliminated in the final steps of the process
without change or deterioration in the ar- 6o
ticle treated, and also maintains the heat
tral fluid at a temperature which will notin-
duce any change in the material operated
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pure water or alcohol until its molecules are
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pose of this step in the process being togranu-
late the snuff. When thus granulated, the

mass i3 subjected to a moderate degree of heat

(approximating 140° Fahrenheit) until the
80

added water has been driven off or evaporated
and the granulated snuff reduced to its origi-
nal consistency, and, finally, the produet,

obtained substantially as aforesaid, is com-

pressed by any approved means into tablets

of predetermined dimensions and weight.
- The proportions above enumerated have

been found to produce results which are

highly satisfactory, although they may be

‘varied within certain limits without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention, so that I

do not confine myself to the precise and un-
varying proportions or degrees of heat above
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mentioned. It.is, however, important, first,

that the snuff employed be duly moistened

by the addition of a neutral fluid or one which
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- will in no wise impair its natural flavor or

odor for the purpose of converting same from

‘a powdered to a molecular condition; seec-
ondly, it should be rubbed through a sieve of
suitable gage for the purpose of thorough
granulation in order to insure cohesion when
finally pressed into tablets; thirdly, the snuff
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“thus granulated must then be restored to ap-

proximately its original degree of moisture
by subjecting same to a suitable degree of
heat, which evaporates the moistening fluid
oun‘mally added, leaving the massin ch} but
granular form, and it is essential that the
heatmg at thls step of the process should be
sufficient for purposes of evaporation, but it
is also important that the snuff be not over-

héated, as in this case the pmduct would be

pOWdely and harsh to the mouth of the con-
sumer, and, fourthly, and as a final step, the
grami_]ated'd ried body of snuff is compressed
in tablet form by any approved means, In
which form it is retained by the natural co-
hesion of its granular particles withont the
use of a special binding agent. The tablet
thus produced will have an outer or protect-
ive shell or surface and an interior or body
of granular character, so that when the tab-
let is c¢rushed the resultant mass will bave
the granular form into whieh 1t has been con-
verted duaring the process and before com-
pression in contradistinction to the smooth
snuff flour of commerce. .

The snuff tablet itself forms the subject-

matter of my application Serial No. 750,330,
pending simultaneously herewith, the same
being a divisional application filed Septembel
13, 1899.

IIawnn* thus described my invention, what
1 clmm, .:md desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

The method herein de&,cubed for forming
compressed snuff tablets, which consists 1n
first reducing the snuft to a molecular mass

by means of a small percentage of water or

other neutral fluid, second, ranulatlnﬂ‘ the
same by passing it through a Sieve, then de-
priving the granular mass of the added fluid
by subjecting it to a moderate degree of heat,
and finally compressing the granulated snuit
1nto tablets, substantmlly as “and for the pm—
Poses kpemﬁed

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,

in presence of two witnesses, this 20th da} of
April, 1899,

VVILLI AM LOFLAND DUDLEY.

Witnesses:
A, B. HiLi,
GEO. 1. WADDRY.
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