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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEorer H. STEWART, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Aneta,
in the county of Nelson, State of North Da-

kota, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Snap-Hooks, of which the
following isa description, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-

ters of reference marked thereon.

My invention relates to improvements in
snap-hooks, my object being primarily to pro-
vide such a hook in which the guard member
1S easily and cheaply made and conveniently
applied to the main hook member.

To this end and also to improve generally
upon devices of the nature indicated my, in-
vention consists in the various matters here-

inafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is

a perspective view of the preferred form of
my invention. Fig. 2is an elevation, partly
in section, on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1; and Fig.
5 18 a perspective view of a modified form of
my lnvention. | |
Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, A represents the shank of a sSnap-
hook, and I3 the hook-tongune, while C indi-
cates the guard member. In the present in-
vention the shank is preferably enlarged, as
at a, at a point in line with a suitable portion
of the hook, and in said enlargement are pro-
vided two transverse openings ¢, which form
sockets for suitable lugs or fingers upon the
The guard member C com-
prises side pieces ¢, having inwardly-preject-

ing lugs or fingers ¢’, which enter the before-

mentioned sockets and are free to turn there-
in, while said side pieces are connected by a
As shown in Fig. 3,
this eross-piece can be straight; but prefer-
ably 1t is coiled, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and

2. Thislatter construction notonly 1mparts
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greater resiliency to the cross-piece, but also

forms a seat for the tongue B between appro-
priate coils. The sockets ¢’ are formed on

‘different centers, and therefore if the guard
member be swung in either direction the

cross-plece is sprung, insuring the return of
the guard member to normal position when

50 left free to act.

Preferably the entire guard member is com-

r

the parts.

" ber between said

posed of a single piece of resilient wire, with
1ts central portion forming the cross-piece

and 1ts ends bent to produce the lugs or fin-

gers. Such a guard member can be manu-
factured at slight expense and is readily
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sprung into position with the side pieces em-

bracing the shank between them,the resili-

ency of the wire holding the fingers securely
In their sockets.

Furthermore, preferably

60 _.

the sockets are placed in transverse line with

each other, as shown, whereby the side pieces

of the guard member lie in the same trans-

verse plane, thus economizing space. A

guard member constructed as indicated can

be swung in either direction and will always
return tonormal central position. Therefore
I'so construet the said guard member and the

tongue B with relation to each other that the

guard member is free to swing in either di-

rection, whereby the cockeye or other mem-

ber engaged by the snap-hook can be readily

forced past the guard member into or out of
‘the hook, the guard member, however, pre-

venting accidental

disengagement between
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A snap-hook constructed in accordance

Wwith the present invention is cheaply and
easily constructed, neat in appearance, and

efficient in operation. It is

_ _ particularly
adapted for use upon whif

ited. S |
Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15— .

30

ffletrees or harness,
but manifestly its use is in no wise thus lim-

1. A snap-hook or the like having a guard

member having side pieces pivoted at differ-
ent centers, and a resilient connecting mem-

side pleces; substantially
as described. : | <

00

2. A snap-hook or the like having a g'uard

member having side pieces pivoted at differ-
ent centers, and a coiled, resilient connect-

ing member between said side pieces; sub-
stantially as desecribed. | -

J. A snap-hook or the like having a guard

ri

i‘er_

member having side pieces pivoted at di

ent centers, and a coiled, resilient connect-
ing member between said side pieces, a por-
tion of the snap-hook proper (as the tongue)
| lying between coils of the connecting member
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when the parts are in normal position; sub-

stantially as described. |

4. A snap-hook or thelike having a portion
(as the shank) having sockets at different
centers, a guard member having side pieces,
a resilient connecting member between said
side pieces, and fingers upon said side pieces
journaled in said sockets; substantially as
described.

5. A snap-hookor the like having aportion
(as the shank) having sockets in the same
transverse line but at different centers, a
guard member having side pieces, a resilient
connecting member between said side pieces,
and fingers upon said side pieces journaled
in said sockets; substantially as described.

6. A snap-hook or the like having a guard
member having side pieces embracing an ap-
propriate portion of the snap-hook proper
(as the shank), and pivoted upon said por-
tion, and a resilient connecting member be-
tween the side pieces; substantially as de-
seribed. |

7. A snap-hook or the like having a suit-
able portion (as the shank) provided with
pivot members on opposite sides and at dif-
ferent centers, a guard member comprising
side pieces which lie on opposite sides of

639,309

the pivot-member-bearing portion, a Cross-
piece connecting the side pieces, the said
side pieces and the cross-piece being formed
of a single piece of resilient material, and
pivotal members upon the side pleces engag-
ing the respecfive pivot members upon the
said pivot-member-bearing portion; substan-
tially as described.

- 8. A snap-hook or the like having a suit-
able portion (as the shank) provided with
sockets at different centers and openingupon
opposite sides thereof, a guard member
formed of a single piece of resilient material
and having side picces embracing the said
socket-bearing portion between them, and a
coiled cross-piece connecting said side pieces,
the ends of the side pieces extending in-
wardly and producing fingers entering sald
sockets, a ‘portion of the snap-hook proper
(as the tongue) lying between coils of the
cross-piece when the parts are in normal po-

sition; substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE H. STEWART.
Witnesses:
J. G. GUNDERSON, .
BERTHA M. GUNDERSON.
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