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To all whom it muay concermn:

Be it known that I, HARRIET V. HECKMAN,
of Albany, in the county of Albany and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvementsin Supporters for Skirts of La-
‘dies’ Dresses, of which the follou Ing is aspeci-
fication.

My invention relates to 1mp1m ements in
devices for supporting the skirts of ladies’
dresses and for admstmﬂ* the lengths of said
skirts so that Lhey will be raised Sufﬁelently
to avoid dragging the lower end of a skirt
through mud, water, or slush.

The object of my mventwn is to pmmde a
device for relieving the wearer of dress-skirts

vide faclhtles for holdmg the skirt up above
the dirt and filth of the walks. This object
1 attain by the means illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, which are herein re-
ferred to and form part of this specification.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of my mventlon extended Fig. 2, a per-
spective view of the same on an enlarged
scale, the straps for the skirt-shortening at-
tachment being broken apart. Figs. 3 and
4 are respectivelya front elevation and a side
elevation of a spring-cateh for grasping a
skirt; and Figs. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12,
details bhOWlIlﬂ‘ dlffelent forms of hooks for
attaching to the walstband of a
adapted to engage with the supporter.

As 1epresented in the drawings, A desig-
nates the belt of my skirt- supporter whlch
may be made of any suitable flexible mate-
rial, like leather, webbing, or other material
possessing sufficient strength and flexibility
for the purpose. At or near the middle of
said belt a metallic section 1 is secured, so as
to come at the back of the wearer, and said
metallic section has on its upper edﬂ'e depres-
sions 2, formed for a purpose helellmftel ex-

plamed Preferably a stop 3 is formed at |

the middle of said d’ep‘ressiou. - At one end of
the belt A a buckle B is secured, such buckle
consisting of a wire loop 4 of quadrangular

form, of whmh one bar is secured in a blf"ht-

of the belt, as indicated by dotted llnes in
Hig. 1,80 that the buckle can be flexed when
oceasion requires. At the outer end of the
loop 4 and hinged to the outer bar of the

skirt and

latter is a plate 5, provided with prongs 6,

that are formed on the free end of said plate

and adapted to take into holes 7, formed near
md holes being

the opposite end of the belt,
arranged to regulate the lenﬂ‘th of the belt as
oceasion may require.

55

ThlS plate also has

side flanges which extend over and catch on

the side bals of the "seud loop, as indicated in

Figs. 1 and 2. -
Attached to the belt A and projecting down-

wardly from it 1s a series of straps C which

constitute appliances for holding up the skirts
from muddy or sloppy walks or roads. 'The
lower end of each of said straps is provided

with a.clamping device D, consisting of a

rigid plate 8, having a tr ansverse depl ession
9 and 1onﬂ‘1tudma,1

upon the face of the plate 8. Said coiled
spring acts
arm 14, which 1s fastened to the coil of the
spring 12 by means of lugs 15, that enter the
ends of the coiled spring 12. The arm 14 1s
provided with a transverse flange 16, having,
preferably, a serrated edge which shuts into
the depression 9, and thereby obtains a more
secure hold on the fabric of the skirt. The

outer end of the plate 8 preferably has an ex-

“tension 17, which projects outwardly beyond

the depressmn 9 and forms a guide, by which
the fold of a skirtis directed under the clamp-

ing device D.
L F, G, and H are diff

erent forms of hooks

as a hinge-joint for a movable.

6o

”lanﬂ‘ec; 10, provided with
Jugs 11, which are ada,pted t0 engage 1n-one
~end of 2 coiled spring 12, whose end 13 bears
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tha,t are attachable to the waistband of a skirt o

and are adapted to engage in the depressions

2 of belt"A. The hook E, which 1s shown in
front elevation in Fig. 5 and in side elevation-

in Fig. 6, consists of a metalhc plate provided

Qo

with a hook 18 at its upper edge and with

openings 19, through which stltches can be

made to sew the hook E to a waistband of a
skirt. Thehooks18 will engage in the depres-
sions 2 of the belt A, so as 60 be adjustable

In said depressions to allow a movement of
the skirt that will bring it to a required po-

sition. The hook F, of Wthh a front eleva-
tion is illustrated in Fig. 7 and a side eleva-

tion in H'ig. 8, consists of a metallic plate pro-
vided with a Iug 20, that is adapted to form
| & hook 21, and with enlargement 22, provided -
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with holes 23, through which it can be sewed
to the waistband of a skirt. The lower part

~ of said plate is provided with points or spurs
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24, which when bent rearward, as shown in

'I‘w 8, can be pushed throuwh the fabric of

a Walstband and clenched by bending the
spurs over. Thehook G (shown in fr ont ele-
vation in Fig. 9 and in side elevation in Fig.
10) consists of a metallic stri ip, in which holes
are formed to receive rivets 25, by which the
hook can be secured directly to the walstband
of a skirt or to a tape 26, which can be se-
cured to a skirt by sewing. Said metallic
strip 1s adapted to be bent, as at 27, to form
a hook 28, that will engage in the depressions
2 of the belt A. 'The hook H (shown in front
elevation in Fig. 11 and in side elevation in
Fig. 12) consists of a strip 29 of metal, pro-
vided with a slotted opening 30,which affords
the means for sewing the strip to the waist-
band of a skirt, and while there is an appar-
ent difference in the construction of the sev-
eral hooks -shown the only real difference is
in the means provided forsecuringsaid hooks
to the waistband of a skirt.

My invention is operated in the following
manner: The belt A, adjusted to a proper
length to be fastened around the body of the
wearer, is first secured in place, so that the
metallic section 1 will be at the back,with the
buckle B at the front, so that it will be read-
i1ly accessible. The wearer then puts on her
dress-skirt in the usual manner, said skirt be-
ing provided with either form of hooks here-
in shown and described, and said hooks are

engaged In the depressions 2 of the metallic
section of the belt A, said depressions per-
mitting the skirt to be moved to the right or
left, as occasion may require, to bring the gar-
ment into a central position, and thereby the
shoulders of the wearer will be relieved from
the weight of the skirt. When the walking
is muddy, sloppy, or dusty, the skirt can be
slightly raised to clear it from the objection-
able surface of a road or walk and fastened
by the clamping devices D, and the skirt thus
saved from being contaminated by dragging
in the dirt or slush, as the case may be.

I am aware that skirt-supporters have here-
tofore been made with an entire metallic belf;
but such supporters from their inflexibility
and lack of elasticity to give to an expansive
movement of the body have proved to be in-
jarious to the wearer. Therefore I do not
claim such devices.

Having fully described my invention,what
I claim as new, and desne to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The belt A provided with downwardly-ex-
tending parts Chaving spring-catches at their
lower ends, and also with a metallic rear part
1 having in 1ts upper edge recesses 2 which
are open on top and adapted to receive flat
skirt-supporting hooks, substantially as set
forth.,

HARRIET V. HECKMAN.

Witnesses:
Wwm. H. Low,
J. . MARBLE.
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