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ISABEL EDGAR MALARKEY, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

DEVICE FOR GAGING AND MARKING LADIES’ SKIRTS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 638,875, dated Decembet 12, 1899,
Application filed May 9, 1899, Serial No. 716,160, (No model.)

To all whony it may concerm: .

Be it known that I, ISABEL EDGAR MA-
LARKEY, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing in the city and county of San Francisco,
State of California, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Devices for Gag-
ing and Marking Ladies’ Skirts; and I do here-

by declare the following tobea full, clear, and

exact description of said invention, such as

it most nearly appertains to make, use, and
practice the same. | |
The object of my invention is to provide a
gaging and marking device by means of which
the length of a lady’s skirt can be exactly
measured and marked, so that when the bot-

tom of the skirt is turned up and stitched to

- the mark thus made the bottom of the skirt
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will hang evenly all around. |

One of the most tedious and ‘difficult parts
of a dressmaker’s work is to get the bottom
of a lady’s dress-skirt even and of the same
length all around. This part of the work is
done after the skirt has been finished, all ex-
cept the bottom. In order to complete this
part of the work, it has been necessary here-
tofore for the dressmaker or fitter to get down
upon the floor on hands and knees and ad-
just and pin the hem or turned-up portion

piece by piece until she has gone around the

entire skirt, and even then it often happens
that the length of the skirt-bottom is irregu-
lar in places even after it has been gone over
with the greatest care and pains.

My invention relates to a mechanical de-
vice which is at once a gage and marker, |

through which the lower edge of the skirt can
be pagsed and its length exactly gaged and
a chalk-mark made at the point where the
hem or turned-up portion is to commenece, so

that after it has been gaged and marked the

operator can take the skirt to a sewing-ma-
chine and accurately and correctly turn up,
hem, and stitch the extralength without other
trouble, all as hereinafter more fully de-
seribed. - | o
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my gaging
and marking device. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of theadjustableinnergage-plate, show-
ingthe chalk-holderanda portion of the outer
gage-plate and gage-stem. Fig. 3 is a verti-

cal section through the middle of the device,
and Kig. 4 shows the application of the device.

A represents a vertical graduated bar or
plate on which my gaging and marking de-
vice can be adjusted and secured. It is pro-
vided at its lower end with a clamping de-

vice, by means of which it can be secured to

the edge of a table, or it may have any other
- form of base or support in case it should be
will enable others skilled in the art to which |

supported on a floor or other level surface.
I prefer to clamp 1t to the edge of a table, as

| shown at Fig. 4, for convenience in operating -

1t, and in this description I shall describe it in

connection with a revolving table, on which

the lady or model stands and isslowlyrevolved
while the lower edge of the dress-skirt is
passed through my gaging and marking de-
vice; but it will be readily understood that
the device can be used without the revolving
table, as the person or model wearing the
skirt may be otherwise revolved or turned
around. | o

- The gaging device consists of two parallel
vertical plates B and C, one of which may be
permanent and the other adjustable. The
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outer plate C is connected firmly with a slide

D, which can be adjusted to any desired

height on the graduated bar or plate A and

be secured in place by a set-screw E. A bar
F extends horizontally at a right angle from

the lower edge of the plate C, and on this bar
the adjustable inner plate B is arranged to
move on a slide 3, and a set-serew / serves to

fix it in place at whatever point it may be ad-

justed to on the bar with reference to plate C.
On the lower edge of the adjustable plate

80

B is a horizontal ledge I, which projects in-

ward toward the vertical guide-bar A, and it
passes underneath the stationary guide-plate
C when the twoare closelyadjusted together,
so as to form a bottom to the space between
the two plates. Atoneendof thishorizontal
platform or ledge I is a shallow box %, in
which a piece [ of French chalk or other
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marking substance is held and contained by

a set-screwm. 'Thischalkormarkerextends
across the width of the ledge, and it is pref-
erably made triangular in form and set in

the box so that one of its edges projects

slightly above the levelof.the ledge I, so that

100

anything passing over the ledge and close to

it will come in contact with the projecting
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edge of the chalk or marker and be mariked
by 1t

O is a flat spring which has one end fas-
tened to the outerface of the stationary plate
C by a movable or rotary joint p. Itextends
across the inner face of the slide D, and its
outer or opposite end is bent toward the ad-
justable plate BB, the lower corner of plate C
being cut away, as shown at Fig. 1, to allow
its extremity to press against plate I3 when
said plate B is adjusted within a short dis-
tance of the plate C. This spring can be
shifted on its rotary bearing so as to bring
its free end closer toorfar the1 from the ledﬂ*e
I, as desired, and is fixed and held in place
by a set-screw . The inturned extremity of
this spring is preferably made angular, so
that the lower edge or corner will form a
point or spur to engage and prevent any
piece of cloth or dress goods which comes be-
tween its end and the outel face of plate B,
against which it bears, from pulling upwald
but which by the 61&8131(3113}7 of the spring al-
lows the cloth or dress goods to pass horizon-
tally without mterfelence between its end
and the face of plate B.

As before stated, this gaging and mm*];:mg
device is fixed in pla,oe or clamped to the edge
of a table S, which has a revolving top T.

This revolving top is represented in the draw-

ings as bemn* a supplemental top supported
above the fixed top s by a vertical shaft U,
which passes up through the center of the
stationary top. 'This shaft carries the re-
volving top at its upper end, while its lower
end rests in a step or bearing near the floor.
Spokes or arms V are arranged to radiate
from this shaft at a short distance above the
floor,sothat therevolving table can be turned
either by the foot or hand of the person who
superintends "the work. Various construec-
tions of a revolving table adapted for this
work ean be devised, and I do not therefore
claim this feature as an independent device.

In the use of my gaging and marking de-
vice the person on whom the dress is 1:0 be
fitted, or a model in lieun thereof, is placed
upon the revolving table, wearing the skirt to
be gaged and marked The gage yand marker
are then adjusted to the desired length of
skirt by loosening the set-screw E and adJ ust-
ing them on the vertical graduated rod to
the proper point, and there fixing the device
with the set-screw. The adjustable gage-
plate B 1s then drawn back so that the lower
edge of the skirt can be readily introduced
between it and the stationary plate C. The
portion thus first introduced is then turned
up on the inside until the fold or bight comes
level with and touches the nupper surface of
the horizontal ledge I. The adjustable plate
B is then moved closely up against the sta-
tionary plate C, so that the free end of the
spring presses ‘the dress goods against the
inner face of plate B, and the adJ ustable
plateisthen clamped in place by the set-screw
h. The revolving table is then caused to re-
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volveslowly, soastoturn the wearer or model,
and the operator simply sees that the hem or
turned-up portion is sufficient to keep the fold
pressing against the ledge I and that the fold
thus made passes over and in contact with
the chalk or marker as the skirt edge passes
between the plates. Ishall usually make the
plates slightly curved to conform to the cir-
cle of the dress-skirt. After the lower edge
of the skirt has been thus passed through the
gage and marker it 1s only necessary to re-
move the skirt from the person or model, and
any operator can readily turn up and stitch
the hem by folding it on the marked line.

I thus provide a simple and effective de-
vice for giving a perfect even bottom and
hang to dress sklrts no matter how deformed
the wearer may be.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire, to secure by Letters Pat-.

ent, 18-—

1. A gage and marker for the bottom of
dress-skirts, consisting of two vertical guide-
plates arranged parallel with each other; a
horizontal ledge or plate extendingacross the
space between sald plates, and amarking de-
vice secured across said horizontal ledge or
plate, substantially as described.

2. A gage and marker for the bottoms of
dress-skirts, consisting of two vertical guide-
plates having adjustability toward and from
each other; a horizontal plate carried byone
of said plates and adapted to form a level
floor for the space between said plates, and

a marker arrdnged across said space in line
with said platform or floor, substantially as:

described.

3. A gage and marking device for the bot-
toms of skirts, consisting of two vertical
guide-plates parallel with each other; a trans-
verse ledge or plate crossing the space be-
tween sald plates; a marking device secured

-across sald space 131 ansver Selv to the ledge or

plate, and a spring adapted ‘to have its free

end extend across the space between the two

plates and press against the face of the oppo-
site plate, substantially as deseribed.

4. A gage and marking device for the bot-
toms of skirts, consmtmfr of a vertical plate
adjustable vertically on an upright bar; a
second vertical plate mounted parallel to said
plate and adjustable horizontally toward or
from 1t; a ledge or plate carried by one of
sald plate,s and extending horizontally across
the space between the two plates, and a mark-
ing device secured across said space trans-
ver sely to the ledge or plate, substantially as
described.

5. A gage and marking device for the bot-
toms of sku ts, conswtmﬂ' of a vertical gradu-
ated bar, adapted to be elamped to the edge
of a table two guide-plates spaced apart and
adapted £0 be adguqted vertically on said ver-
tical bar; a horizontal ledge or plate extend-

ing ACTOSS the space between sald vertical

plates and a marking device adapted to mark
the bottom of the s]mt as 1t passes over the
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ledge between said plateq, substantially as
descrlbed

6. In a dress-skirt gage and marker;
tical bar; two vertical parallel plates spaced

apart and adapted to be adjusted ver tically |

on said barand be fixed at any point; a hori-
zontal ledge or plate extending across the

space between the two vertical plates, and a

marker supported on the same plane as the
ledge or plate, substantially as described.
7. In a dress-skirt gage and marker; two

parallel vertical plates adjustable toward or
a horizontal ledge or plate

from each other;

'extendmg across the space between said
| plates; a marking device supported on the 15

& ver-

plane of the 1edﬂ'e or plate, and a flat spring

fixed at one end aud adapted to have its free

end pass across the space between the plates
and press against the inner face of one of the
plates, substantmlly as described.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 19th day of April, A. D. 1899.
| ISABEL EDGAR MALARKEY
Witnesses:
CHAS. J. ARMBRUSTER
J. A. BAYLESS.
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