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JAMES CARLTON, OF NOCATEE, FLORIDA.

FRUIT-CONVEYER.

SPEGIFICA_T’ION forming part of Letters Patent No. 638,832, dated December 12, 1899,
~ Application filed June 29,1899, Serial No, 722,241, (No mo Wy U T

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JAMES CARLTON, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Nocatee,

in the county of De Soto and State of Florida,
have invented new and.useful Improvements
in Fruit-Gathering Apparatus, of which the

My invention relates to fruit-gathering ap-

- paratus; and it consists in the peculiar and
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advantageous construoction hereinafter de-
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the
claims appended. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a sectional view of my improved apparatus
on line 1 1 of Fig. 2, the same being shown in
its operative position. TFig. 2 is a front ele-
vation of the apparatus. TFig. 3 is a detail
perspective view of the upper end of the re-
ceiving-conduit. S

In the said drawings similar letters desig-
nate corresponding
referring to which—

A 18 a ladder such as
fruit-picking purposes. | |
- B is the receiving-conduit, and C the dis-
charging-chute, of my improved apparatus,
the latter being disposed at an angle to the
former, so as to receive therefrom and, being

genemlly used for

arranged as shown in Fig. 1, to discharge into

a shipping-box D or other receptacle.
The receiving-conduit B in the preferred
embodiment of the invention is made up of
a wood body a, which has a concave inner
side b and is provided with hooks ¢, to engage

arungof theladder, and a plurality of pockets
'I'hese latter each comprise a transverse

d.

curvilinear strip ¢ of leather or other mate-

rial, which, while soft, is calculated to retain

1ts shape, and a skirt 7, of cloth or other soft

material, adapted to normally rest in a col-

lapsed condition and offer a slight resistance
to the descent of fruit. - The strips e are con-
nected at their ends by tacks or other suit-
able means to the edges of the body a, and
the skirts /" are connected to both the strips e
and the said edges of the body a.
J of each pocket is also extended down to a
point within the strip e of the next lower
pocket. From this it follows that while the

50 several pockets, in conjunction with the body
@, form a continuous conduit the picker of
the fruit is enabled to place fruitin the con-

parts in all of the views,

The skirt

1injuring the same.

| duit at various poihts_ in the lengtli thereof.

This is advantageous, since it renders it un-
necessary for the fruit-picker, who stands
upon the ladder while at work, to move up or
down in order to place a piece of fruit in the
conduit. | |

i Thebody g of the diseha,r'ge-'ehute-(} is pref-
erably of wood and comprises a bottom wall

g' and side walls ¢? the latter being extended
beyond the former both at the lower and up-
per ends of the chute and having their lower
cornersrounded, asshown. Thespace formed
by the extension of the side walls beyond the

bottom wall at the upper end of the chute is
‘occupied by a strip /% of soft cloth or other

material calculated to give,which is connected
to the lower edges of the extended portions
of the side walls and is continued up and con-

' nected to the upper ends of said side walls,

s0 as to close the upper end of the chute C.
- The space formed by the extension of the
side walls beyond the bottom wall at the lower
end of the chute C is oceupied by a strip [ of
soft cloth or other material calculated to give,
which is connected to the lower edges of the
extended portionsof the side walls and is ear-
ried partly up and connected to the lower
ends of the side walls, so as to partly close
the lower or discharge end of the chute.
In practice the receiving-conduit B and dis-

charge-chute C are arranged as shown with
respect to each other and the ladder A and

are connected together by hooksm'and eyes n.
Consequently it will be seen that the fruit as
1t leaves the conduit B will fall upon the strip
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ke of soft cloth, which will prevent bruising or -

other injury to the fruit. From the strip %
the fruit will pass down the chute C into the
pocket m, formed by the strip /, and will drop
therefrom into the box or receptacle D. The
pocket m, of soft material, cushions the fall of
the fruit down the chute C and causes the
fruit to gently drop into the box D. -

It will be appreciated from the foregoing
that while simple and inexpensive in con-
struction my improved apparatus is calcu-
lated to materially expedite the gathering of
fruit, and this without bruising or otherwise
It will also be observed
that the apparatus is light and easy to handle
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and may therefore be readily moved from one -

| tree to another. | |
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. Inafruit-gathering apparatus,acondulf,
and a chute connected to and disposed below
and at an angle to the conduit, and compris-

ing a body having -a bottom, and sides ex-

tended bevond the bottom at its upper end,
and a strip of soft material occupying the
space formed by the extension of the sides of
the body beyond the bottom and connected
to the lower edges of the sides and continued
up and connected to the upper ends of the

sides; the said strip being arranged to re-

ceive fruit as it is discharged from the con-
duit, substantially as specified.

2. Inafruit-gathering apparatus,acondult,
and a chute connected to and disposed below

and at an angle to the conduit and compris-

ing a body having a bottom and sides ex-
tended beyond the bottom at its lower end,
and a strip of soft material connected to the
lower edges of the extended portions of the
sides of the body and carried up and con-
nected to the lower portion of the ends of said

638,832

sides so as to partly close the lower end ot
the chute and form a pocket, substantially as
specified. |

3. Inafruit-gathering apparatus,a conduit,
and a chute connected to and disposed below
and at an angle to the conduit, and compris-
ing a body having a bottom, and sides ex-
tended beyond the bottom at its upper and
lower ends, a strip of soft material connected
to the lower edges of the upper extensions of
the sides and continued up and connected to
the upper ends of the sides; said strip being
arranged to receive fruit as it is discharged
from the conduit, and a strip of soft material
connected to the lower edges of the lower ex-
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tensions of the sides of the body and carried 40
up and connected to the lower portion of the

ends of said sides so as to partly close the
lower end of the chute and form a pocket,
substantially as specified.
| JAMES CARLTON.
Witnesses:
M. S. STEVENS,
ORLENA A. CARLTON.
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