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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, THOMAS JEFFERSON
RicaMOND, Jr., a citizen of the United States,
residing at Kads,in the county of Shelby and
State of Tennessee, haveinvented certain new
anduseful Improvements in Can-Cutting Ma-
chines; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which 1t appertains to make and
use the same.

The invention relates to can-cutters, and
more particularly to that class of can-opening
machines in which the top of the can i1s cut
open in a rapid and expeditious manner by
the downward movement of a cylindrical cut-
ter-blade; and the object is to simplify and
improve the construction and increase the
efficiency and rapidity of manipulation.

To this end the invention consists in cer-
tain features of construction and combina-
tion of parts, which will be hereinafter fully
described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved can-cutter. Fig.2is a
horizontal section.

In the drawings, 1 denotes the base,and 2 2
and 3 the vertical standards, which are con-
nected by the horizontal cross-braces 4 4.
The standards 2 2 are connected by the diago-
nal converging braces 5 5, which support the
grooved guide-post 6, and 7 denotes a toothed
rack which has a sliding engagement with
said grooved post, and 8 denotes the cylin-
drical cutter, which is removably secured to
the lower end of the rack by a thumb-screw
9. These cutters may be made of several
sizes 1o correspond to the various-sized cans
on the market.

10 denotes the hand- lever, which 1s pro-
vided with a segmental gear 12, meshing with
the toothed rack 7, and thisleveris fulera med
on a stud-bolt 13, adjustably secured in the
slotted upright 14 by means of the clamp-
ing-plates 15 15, the inner faces of which are

serrated to grip "the contiguous faces of the

slotted standard and insure a firm grip.

16 16 denote the clamping-jaws, swiveled
on the inner ends of the threaded crank-
arms 17 17, adjustably secured in the stand-
ards 2 2.

The manner of operating the cutter is to
irst raise the hand-lever and place the can
between the clamps, which are then tight-
ened up to hold the can in place. The lever
is then brought down with a firm movement,
and the pointed ends of the cutter pierce the
top of the can, leaving a thin web or rib con-
necting the cover and the can and which
serves to hold the cut portion while the cut-
ter is being withdrawn from the can.

It will of course be understood that various
changes in the form, proportion, and the mi-

nor details of construction may be resorted to
- without departing from the principle or sac-

rificing any of the advant&ges of this inven-
tion.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent 18—

1. The combmatwn with the base-plate 1
and standards 2 2 and 3, the latter terminat-
ing in a slotted extenswn 14; of the grooved
ﬂ'mde -post 6 supported by said standm ds 2 2,
the rack 7 having a sliding engagement with
said guide-post, the ha,nd-lever 10 adjustably
fulerumed in said slotted extension, and the
segmental gear 12 carried by said lever and
in mesh Wlth said rack, substantially as and
f01 the purpose set forth.

. The combination with the base-plate 1,
the standards 2 2 and 3, the latter formed
with a slotted extension 14 of the clamping-
jaws 16 16 adjustably mounted in said stand-
ards*2 2, the grooved guide-post 6, and the
diagonal converging braces connecting said
standards 2 2 and guide- post, the toothed

rack 7 having a reciprocating engagement
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with said guide-post, the cylindrical cutter 3 -

removably secured to said rack, the hand-le-
ver 10 adjustably fulecrumed in said slotted
extension, and the segmental gear 12 carried
by said lever and in mesh with said rack, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses. |

T. J. RICHMOND, J=.

Witnesses:
H. B. ApAwuS,
J. A. HELTERBRANE.,
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