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To all whom it Moy conceri:
Beit knownthat I,ORVILLE M. KNOX, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Oneida,

in the county of Madison and State of New

York, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Metal Bases for Fence-Posts,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to metal bases for
fence-posts; and its object is to provide an
improved construction of the same;whereby
when the base is set in the ground there will
be no liability of its being displaced and
whereby also the post can be securely held in
position.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts hereinaf-
ter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a perspective view of a metallic fence-post
and base therefor constructed in accordance
with myinvention. Fig. 2 is a central verti-
cal section of the same.

In the said drawings the reference-numeral
1 designates the base, consisting of a metal-
lic casting comprising a vertical rectangular
plate formed at the bottom with a flange 2
at a right angle thereto, the purpose of which
is to prevent heav:mg of the casting by frost.
The said casting is also formed Wlth two side
flanges 3 and a central flange 4, the lower
ends of which are connected with the flange
2. Also formed integral with sald base is a
core 5, consisting of a rectangular tube 6, in
which is adapted to fit one end of a corre-
spondingly-formed wooden fence-post 7, the
lower end of which extends beyond the end
of the core, as seen in Fig. 1. Said end is
formed with a transverse hole, through which
is driven a strong spike for the purpose of
holding the post in place in the core. 'The
upper end of flange 4 is sharpened so that as
the post is driven through the core 1t will en-
oage with the lower end and split and spread
the sameoutwardly, thussecurely holding the
post in place.

In practice the base-post is inserted in the
core and the spike driven through the hole

in the lower end of the post. The base is now |

T

set in the ground and earth tamped around

the same. The flange in the lower end of the 50

base will hold the latter in a vertical position
and prevent the same from heaving or being
thrown out of its vertical plane through frost
or other causes. The vertical center and side
flanges add to the strength of the base, so
that while it will be very economical 10 manu-
facture it will be exeeedm oly strong and du-
rable.

Having thus fully described my invention;
what I claim is—

1. The combination with the metal base
comprising the vertical portion, the flange at
the lower end thereof and the center and side
flanges, the central flange having asharpened
upper end and the core hav ing a rectangular
bore, of the correspondingly-sha,ped posb in-
serted in said core with its lower end extend-
ing below said core and formed with a hole
and the spike driven through said hole, sub-
stantially as described.

2. The combination with the metal base
comprising the vertical portion, the flange at
the lower end thereof, the side flanges, the

central flange having a sharpened upper end,

and the core having an angular bore, of the
fence-post, the lower end of which extends
through said bore and is engaged with said
shar pened end of the central flan ge, substan-
stantially as described.

3. As an improved article, a metallic base
for a fence-post comprising the vertical por-
tion, the flange at the lower end of the same,
the side and central flanges terminating be-
low the upper end of the vertical portion, the
central flange having a sharpened upper end
and the central core extending from the up-
per end of said vertical portion to near the
upper end of the central flange, substantially
as described. :

In testimony Whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses, -
- ORVILLE M. KNOX..
Witnesses: |

N. P. DODGE,
JOSEPH M. PALMS,
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