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To wll whow it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN A. COOR, a citi-
zen of the United hdtates, residing at Buffalo,
in the countyof HErie and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Folding Postal Sheets; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable othersskilled in theart to
which it appertains to make and usethe same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to oures of reference marked
thereon which fmm a part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to improvements in
folding postal sheets, its object being to pro-
vide a sheet for use as an invoice or letter
which can be quickly folded, reliably sealed,
and easily opened for an inspection of its con-
tents; and it consists of certain details of con-
struction, all of which will be fully hereinaf-
ter described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s an inside view
of myimproved postal sheet unfolded. Fig.
2 shows the lower ungummed portion folded
upon the central or address portion. F¥ig. 3
shows the upper gummed securing portion
folded upon the central and lower portions
and secured thereto ready for mailing, and

> Fig. 4 shows the inside of the postal sheet

aftel being unsealed.

Refeumf‘f to the drawings, 1 is the central
or address p011310n
folding and securing portion, and 3 is the
lower folding portion, all cut with a die from
a single sheet either of card or paper and all
preferably rectangular in shape. The upper
securing portion 2 is slightly narrower than
the central or address portion 1, which leaves
the angular ShOLﬂdGIS—Lé’c and the lowerfold-
ing pmtlon 3 i3 slightly narrower than the
upper securing portion 2, also leaving the
shoulders 5 5. These shoulders 44 zmd 5D
serve as guides in folding the portions 2 and
3 over upon the portion 1, and the lines of
fold 6 6 can, if desired, be scored to further

- facilitate the folding.
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The securing portion 2 is provided upon
each side with the gummed sections 7 7.

8 8 are lines of perforations along the in-
ner sides of the gummed sections 7 7.

Centrally arranged upon the upper secur-

218 Lhe upper gummed.

1

ing portion 2 and near its upper edge 1s the
GIIGUL‘ELI‘ ocummed surface 9, smrounded by
the line 10 of perforations. -

My improved postal sheet constructed as
described is used, sealed, and opened as fol-
lows: The inner face of the sheet, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 4, receives the written and
prmted matter, the address being placed upon
the back of the central portion 1. (l\ otshown.)
The lower portion 5 is then folded over the
central portion 1, as shown in Fig. 2. Next
the npper portion 2 is folded over upon the
portion 3, the gummed portions 7 7 and 9
(having been previously moistened) adhering
to the central section 1. It will be noticed
that the side edges of the central portion 1
extend beyond the gummed portions77. In
this manner any tampering with the postal

sheet can be more readily detected than if

the side edges of the portions 1 and 2 were
even with each other, for the reason thatany
attempt to separate the edges of the sealed
portions will show more plainly upon the cen-
tral portion 1, extending beyond the gummed
portions 7 7 than it would if the edgesof the
folded portions coincided. When the postal
sheet is opened with the proper instrument,
the gummed porilions 7 7, separating along
the lines of perforations 8 8, will adhere to
the eentral portion 1,as shown in Fig. 4, and
the gummed portion 9, separating along the
line of perforations 10, will adhere to the
lower folding portion 3 and leave a circular
opening 11, (see Fig. 4,) by means of which
the postal sheet can be engaged with and sus-
pended from & filing-hook, if desired. More
than one of these gummed surfaces 9 may be
employed, if desired; but I preferably use
one, as shown 1in connection with the side
gummed surfaces 7 7.

I claim—-

1. A postal sheet having a central or ad-
dress portion, an upper gummed folding and
securing portion slightly narrower than the
central or address portion and a lower un-
cummed folding portion slightly narrower
than the upper folding and securing portion
whichis provided alongitssides with gummed
sections adapted for union with the central
or address portion the outer side edges of
whichextend beyond the gummed sections as

| and for the purpose stated.

55

6o

65

75

380

gc

1Q0



o 638,561

2. A postal sheet having a central or ad- | beyond the gummed sections as and for the
dress portion an upper gummed folding and | purpode stated.
securing portion slightly narrower than the In testimony whereof I have signed my
central or address portion and a lower un- | name to this specification in the presence of
5 gummed folding portion slightly narrower | two subseribing witnesses.

than the upper folding and securing portion i |
whichisprovided along itssides with gummed JOHN A. COOK.
sections having inner lines of perforations Witnesses:
and adapted for union with the central or ad- JOHN FERO,

10 dress portion, the outer edges of which extend Y. T. MILLER.
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