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To all whom it may concerr.

Be it known that [, RICHARD DD, bURCHARD,
a citizen of the United States, residingat Ma-
con, in the county of Macon and State of Mis-
souri, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Buggy-Top Joints, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

My invention relates to joints for buggy-
tops; and its object istoprovidean improved
coustruction of the same by which the top

may be raised and lowered from the inside of

the buggy in an efficient manner.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts herein-
after fully deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a buggy provided with my
improvements. Fig. 2 1s a transverse sec-
tional view of the same.

In said drawings the numeral 1 deqw‘nates
the front-bowiron, and 2 the bows, which sup-
port the top 3, all of said bows being pivoted
at 2% 1n a customary manner.

The numerals 4 and 5 designate the top-
prop levers, having the usual pivotal joints
or rule-joint knuckles 6 7 8, and also pivoted
in the ordinary way to the front bow at 9 and
to the seat at 10.

The purpose of my Invention is to provide
simple and efficient means for opening or
breaking the top-prop joints from within the
buggy, z;md to this end my Invention com-
prises two arms or levers 11 and 12, which
are pivoted together at 13 and having their
ends pivotally connected, respectively, to the
knuckles 6 and 7 of the top-prop levers 4 and
5. A chain or cord 14 is connected to the le-
vers 11 and 12 at the pivotal point 13, said
chain passing thence upwardand through an
aperture in the side of buggy-top & near its
upper surtface, where the cha,m passes over a
pulley or 1‘0116‘1‘ 147, journaled in brackets se-
cured to the under surface of one of the bows
2. From this point the chainextendstoward
the center of the bugg

y-top and over another

(No model))
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pulley or roller 15, also journaled in brackets
secured to the bow 2. The end of the chain
is attached to a handle.

It will be understood that thereare two sets
of arms or levers 11 12 and two chains, one
set for each side of the buggy. The two
chains are connected at their inner ends to
the same handle 16.

When it is desired to 1et down the top of
the buggy, thehandle 16is grasped and pulled

until sufficient force is exerted to open the

knuckles 6 and 7 by means of the arms 11
and 12, operated by the chain 14. 1t will be
noticed that the arms 11 and 12 exert an out-
ward pressure only at the points6and 7, and
hence but a little poweris necessary to brea,k
the top-prop joints to let down the top.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elmm 1S—

1. Abuggy-top joint consisting of arms or

levers pivotally connected tovethel 1n pairs
and pivoted at their ends to the knuckles of
the top-prop, in combination with chains, pul-
leys, and a handle for operating the arms or
levers to open the top-prop joints to let down
the buggy-top, substantially as described.

2. A buggy-top joint comprising the top-
prop levers, arms or levers pivoted together
and pivotally connected to the knuckles of
said top-prop levers, chains connected to the
pivots of said arms or levers, pulleys over
which the chains pass, said pulleys being jour-
naled to brackets on one of the bows of the
buggy-top, and a handle for operating both
chains simultaneously to open or break the
joints of the top-prop, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

RICHARD D. BURCHARD.

Witnesses:
RoY M. LAWSON,
H. S. CONRAD.
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