No. 638,265. , - Patented Dec. 5, 1899.
. ‘M. C. H. NICOLLE. o *
COFFIN.

| | | (Application filed bct; 5, 1399.} | -
(No Model.) | | - B _ r - 2 Sheets—Shest §. .

S

;‘;
Z
oy

1051

A

N
1R -
5
= L N
; >
- Iy . .
e '
e ‘ n
IS
| = - =

Dy ‘.."
L

1B
- o
M“WE B ki T e e = L Sy e RS i‘l-.‘l.lu.'\.\\h‘t.‘u‘.nxxh\.\mt\mtx;.\tt\.t1-.'1-.-."'
e
=

A T,
Trerrrr—— ~ B e

t &g » FE ‘ : : - - ' ' | ' !
| g . . g ~ " - : . 2 _ .
—_ 1 - _ (%] : o : _ . S : ; . ' .
. = . E . i, . ’ | |
| \ L‘f:‘_\\ - ' '
. o ' " ' : \ . . -

A S S A A A A A A A RS A Al AT i A AR LA T A P B A A S ) :
. o [ _— " —_— .
[ ] "

B T W T ..

 WITNESSES: =




No. 638,265.

S _"-P.a{ént'e_d Dec. 5, 1899, g
M. C.H. NIGOLLE. O
COFFIN. - '

 (Application filed Oct. 5, 1899.)

o Model 2 Sheets—Shest 2,

FIES ;

= INVENTOR .

e

WITNESSES:

Gitlo. o Gl

ATTORNEYS:




UNITED STATES

PaTENT

OFFICE.

MARIE CONSTANT HIPPOLYTE NICOLLE, OF CESNY-BOIS-HALBOUT,
- - FRANCE. '

 COFFIN.

SPEGIFICATION foi'ming pa,i't of Lettefs Patent No. 638,265, uc_:la.ted Décember 5, 1899,

Applicaﬁun filed October 5, 1899.: ,_Slerial i*Io. .7 _32,70'1._  (Nujmbdel.]

To all whom tt may concermn.:

19

20

25

35

40

Be it known that I, MARIE CONSTANT HIP-
POLYTE NICOLLE, independent gentleman, of

Cesny-Bois-Halbout, (Calvados,) in the Re-
public of France, have invented Improve-
ments in Coffins, of which the following is a

full, clear, and exact description.

- This invention relates to improvements in
coffins, | - o o |
I have devised an improved coffin which

permits the body to be kept during a certain

time until decomposition sets in and, more-
over, enables the person inclosed in the coffin
to give warning if there has been a mistake.

My invention will be readily understood
from the following description, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying specime n draw-
ings, in which— | - | |

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved cof-
fin with parts removed to show the interior.
Fig. 2 shows the mechanism displaced by the

movement of a resuscitating person.

trates the method of closing the coffin after

the fact of decease has been positively ascer-
tained. Fig. 5 is a transverse section of the

coffin, showing the mechanism therein.

Like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the figures of the
drawings. o
- As shown in the drawings, my improved
coffin comprises an interior envelop a of wood,

- a lining b of lead or the like, and an exterior

envelop c.

velop a is not closed, and the sides o are
brought toward each other to permit the work-
ing of the mechanism, as will be explained
hereinafter. .
T'he lead lining b is provided at the head
end of the coffin with a glazed window d,

- mounted in a gas-tight frame. A metallic

45

frame e, resting on a caoutchouc washer or
packing f, is arranged at the interior against
the glass d and the leaden envelop . Simi-
larly, on the outside there are a caoutchouc
washer or packing g and a metallic frame 5.
Bolts ¢, provided with caoutchouc washers,

| Fig. 3
isa plan of the coffin, parts of the covers being
‘removed to show the interior. Fig. 4 illus-

‘ing in the handle p'.

mitted totheinteriorof the coffin.
the glass in breaking makes sufficient sound
‘to attract attention, or I canalsoby the break-

| envelop b aﬁ'd-re_e'eive on the outside nuts g,
‘which are let in flush within the thickness of

the frame A. The frame % is attached at each

side at its lower part to a transverse piece F,
and its upper partrests within a slot orgroove
l, cut in the lid. The exterior envelop ¢ of

the coffin is provided in front of the window

d with a small door m, which is adapted to

‘turn upon the hinges n. A kind of double
lever p is mounted by means of two ears or

lugs upon the interior frame e. The central

‘part of the said lever p forms a handle or
folded part p’, while the free ends receive

counterweights r, preferably of lead. An ar-

rangement 7, supporting a hook ¢, which en-

gages in the handle p’ to maintain the coun-
terweights r elevated, is also hinged by means
of ears or lugs s upon the frame e. ' |

When a body is' placed in the coffin, the
counterweights r are lifted and maintained in
this position by means of the hook ¢, engag-

at the head of the coffin, is left open, so that

the corpse can be watched. ._

through the window d the decomposition of
o 75

If a mistake has been made, the s,_u_pposéd

the person strikes the arrangement ¢ and re-
leases the hook ¢’ from the handle p'. This

‘handle, thus liberated by the action of the
counterwelights 7, swings against and breaks
_ .| the glass d. The person can then breathe,
At the head of the coffin the interior en-

since the glass.being broken air is now ad-
i Moreover,

ing of the glass set in motion any convenient
apparatus for sounding an alarm. For ex-
ample, I arrange upon the projecting parts of
the bolts 2 a bar or arm ¥, lying in the path
of and adapted to be pushed away by the han-

dle p’, 80 as to put in operation a gong orany

other suitable sound-producing device. -

55

60.

The door m, arranged

corpse will be able to obtain airand summon
1 assistance in the following manner: At the
time of recovery the person will naturally
| raise the head. In making this movement

86
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If the decomposition of the corpse sets.in,

it is then certain that death has taken place.

L

in for burial the win-

Before removing the co

| 50 extend through the frames ¢ and & and the | dow d is covered with a sheet of caoutchouc roo
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i, or other suitable packing and 2 plate of | extending above the head-rest in said cofin 23

sheet-iron v, which is supported by a metal-
lic frame «, held 1n place by means of nuts z,
engaging the projecting ends of the bolts 2, as
shown in Kig. 4 of thedrawings. When this
has been done, the small door m is closed and
secnured by screws tothe lid of the coffin,which
can then be transported in the usual manner.

The shape, details, accessories, mater ials,
and dimensions of my improved coffin can be
varied without departing from the nature of
my said invention. |

T claim—

1. In combination in a eofﬂn a transparent
frawlle pane in the head theleof a pivoted
arm adapted to break said pane, means for
holding said arms away from the pane, said

- means bemn‘ actuated by the person in the

20

coffin.

- 2. In combination in a cof:m, a transparent
fragile pane therein, a pivoted lever having
an end adapted to swing in contact with said
pane to break the same, means for holding
said arms away from the glass, said means

to be released by the person in said coffin.

3. In combination in a coffin, a fragile pane
in the head thereof, a bell-erank lever pivoted
in proximity thereto having one arm weighted
and its opposite arm adapted to swing in con-
tact with said pane, and a pivoted catch adapt-
ed to hold the latter arm away from the glass
with the weighted arm raised, said catch ex-
tending above the head of a person in said
colfin, substantially as desecribed.

4. In combination in a coffin, a fragile pané
in the head thereof, means arranged in said

coffin for breakingsaid pane and a dooradapt-

ed to close the end of said coffin and cover
said pane, substantially as described.

The foregoing specification of my improve-
ments in coffins signed by me this 21513 day of
September, 1899,

MARIE CONSTANT HIPPOLYTE

Witnesses: ‘
EDWARD P. MACLEAN,
MAURICE HENRI PIGNET.

NICOLLE,
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