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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, RICHEARD HALE SMITH,

a citizen of the Umted States of Amerieca, re- .

siding 1n Springfield, in the county of Hamp-

den and State of Massachusetts, have invent-

ed new and useful Improvements in Hand-
Stamps, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
g dmwmﬂ's and the letters of reference
marLed thei eon.

Myinvention relates to that class of rubber
stamps having an elastic cushion between the
printing-die and the stamp-head; and my ob-
ject 1s to provide a cushion for such stamps
which will fulfil its office more satisfactorily
then those heretofore made.

My object is, further, to provide a construe-

tion wherein the elastw cushion is rendered

more elastic or yielding at one or more of its
edges than in the central portion thereof, so

asto avold blurring, which often results when

the cushion is of the same elastlcwy through-
ont.

- Myobjectis, further, to produee a construc-
tion of cushion for h_&nd stamps by the em-
ployment of which the resulting imprint is of
uniform character throughout regardless of
the fact whether the plmbmg dle 18 calued
down evenly upon the paper or not.

I accomplish the objects of my invention
by the construction herein shown.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters of reference indicate like parts,
Figurelisa perspective view of a wood-mount
rubber hand-stamp provided with my im-
proved cushion. Fig. 21s a perspective view
of a molding-mount rubber hand-stamp pro-
vided with my improved cushion.
an end elevation of one form of my improved
cushion. Figs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 are end eleva-
tions of metal-mountrubber hand-stampspro-

vided with different forms of my improved

cushion. Fig. 8isa sideelevation of a hand-
stamp, showing another form of my improved
gushion. FI*TS 9 and 10 are end and side ele-
vations of a rubbel hand-stamp,. Showmg a
modified form of my improved cushion in that
it is formed with an inward pltch at both sides
and ends.

In detail, ¢ indicates the plate or block upon
which the cushion is mounted; b, a handle; c,
cushion, and d printing-die.

sired harmonious appearance.
is designed to avoid this objectionable fea-

Fig. 3 is |

"The Gonstructlon and operation of my de-
vice will be readily understood upon refer-

ence to the drawings m connecmon Wlth the

description herein.

In the operation of printing with rubber
hand-stamps the die-stamp cannot always be
struck down exactly true upon the paper or
other surface to be printed upon, and it is
evident that either one edge or the other of
the printing-die will strike first before the
stamp rights itself and makes a contact with
the whole printing-surface, and in this way

‘the outside line or portion of the die which

strikes first receives more pressure than the

rest of the die, which often results in an un-

even imprint, and this of course is objection-
able, as such imprint does not present the de-
Myinvention

ture by 30 constructing the cushion that it is
more yielding at one or more of its edges than

‘in the rest of the cushion, so that notwmh—
standing the fact that sueh edn'e is first
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brouy*ht in contact with the smfaee being

printed upon the imprint will be uniform
throughout, because of the fact that the edge
being more yielding gives way under pres-
sure and the type mounted upon that portion
of the cushion will not be subjected to a
larger degree of pressure than the remainder

of type upon the die, and at the same time, as

will readily be seen, the desirable and ex-
treme care heretofore required in bringing
the printing-die squarely down upon the sur-

face is unnecessary, and a uniform imprint

may be made more readily than if the cush-

ion was not more yielding at its edﬂ'e than in

its central portion.

‘While the simplest form of cushion having

an edge more yielding than the body portion
is constructed as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 5, and
7-—that 1s, flaring downwardly from the top

to the bottom—it will readily be seen that a

cushion having a double flare—such, for in-
stance, asillustrated in Figs. 3, 4, and 6—will
accomplish the same result and in some in-
stances be found more desirable.

- In Figs. 9 and 10 I show a stamp having a
cushion of greater relative depth and so much
reduced in size at its center by the inwardly-
inclining angles as to give sufficient flexibility

So |
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| to permit the die to conform to the plane of
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the surface being printed upon when the |

stamp is not accurately guided by the hand.
The ends are also angled like the sides.

In Fig. 8 I illustrate a modification, 1t be-
ing a cushion formed 1in steps, and it will
readily be seen that this construction, as well
as the straight flare, may be formed 1in one
pieceor of separate and of independentlayers
of elastic material.

While I prefer that the cushion be ton-
structed of rubber sponge or similar material
or constructed as shown in Letters Patent
heretofore issued to me for improvement in
cushions for hand-stamps, it will readily be
seen that any suitable elastic material, may
be employed, and if it be so constructed as to

have less backing at the edges than toward

the central portion of the die the desired re-
sult will be accomplished.
In some instances I eonstruect the cushions

- 80 that they flare at all their edges, while in

others this becomes unnecessary, and as gen-

-+ erally used theflaring at the sides is found suf-

30

ficient, as the stamp is usually applied with
one of the long sides toward the operator, and
in cushions which may conveniently have
square ends, I in someinstances manufacture
the cushion in long strips and of various
widths,sothat the retailer, who usually assem-
bles the mount-die and cushion as ordered by
the customer, may cutfrom the strip lengths
suitable for the die and mount for which it is
intended, thus providing a cheap and service-
able cushion which may be applied to both

638,187

metal and wood mounts of various styles,
sizes, and constructions.

As shown In the drawings, the upper and
lower faces of the cushion are continuous
plane surfaces toafford convenient and ready
means of connection and adhesion to the at-
tached elements. |

Having therefore described my invention,
what I elaim, and desire to secure by Lefters
Patent, 18— ‘

1. An elasti¢c cushion for rubber stamps
consisting of a piece of elastic material hav-
ing a smooth continuous plane upper surface
and 1ts under or die-attaching face a contin-
nous plane surface of greater area than the
body above and adjacent tosaid die-attaching
face, substantially as desecribed.

2. An elastiec cushion for rubber hand-
stamps, consisting of an elastic body formed
with 1ts sidesinclined inwardly from the base
upward.

3. An elastie cushion for rubber hand-
stamps, consisting of an elastic body formed
with itssides and endsinclined inwardly from
1ts base upward.

4. An elastic cushion for rubber hand-
stamps, consisting of an elastic body formed
with 1ts sides inclined inward from its base
and flared outward from the top of said in-
clines. |

RICHARD HALE SMITH.

Witnesses:

S. SWEENEY,
ALLEN WEBSTER.
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