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ILLUMINATED CAR-SIGN.
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To all whom it may concern: o

Beitknown thatl, GEORGE F. BOSTWICK, of
the city and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Illu-
minated Car-Signs, of which the.foilowing is
a description, referring to the accompanying
drawings, which form part of this specifica-
tion. |

My invention relates particularly toillumi-

nated signs which may be adjusted to change
the letters appearing on the face. Although
especially intended for street - cars, it is not
limited to such use.

The object of the invention is to produce an
extremely simple and economical construc-
tion which is effective and at the same time
easily manipulated. | |

The precise nature of the invention will
be best understood from the accompanying
drawings, which show one preferred form of
the device. B I ]

Figure lisa front view of the sign removed
from its supporting-brackets. Fig. 2isa view
of one end. T'ig. 3 is a central cross-section.

Fig. 4 is a central longitudinal section show-

ing one lamp in place. Iig. 5is an inside
end view of one of theend blocks, showing the
corner-pieces in section. Fig. 6 is a detail
side elevation of a part of Fig. 2, and Fig. 7 is
a detail of the corresponding part at the other
end of the sign. a i

Throughout the drawings like reference-
numerals indicate like parts. |

A frame consisting of end blocks 10 and
corner-strips 11 carries the four transparent
or translucentsign-plates 13. The end blocks
10 support the lamp 14 at each end of the
sign, and these lampsilluminate the sign in-
ternally, so that the lettering on the sign-
plates 13 may be easily read from the outside.
The frame is supported at each end by means
of the pins 20 21, each of which rests in a
bracket, such as22. (ShowninFig.4.) The

bin at one end will be round, as shown at 20,

S0 as to permit the rotation of the sign, while
the pin 21 at the other end may be square, so
as to prevent rotation when it rests in a cor-
respondingly - shaped recess or socket, and
thereby prevent the accidental turning of the
sign. .
I will now proceed to point out more par-

.._

| ticularly the valuable features of m y improve-

ment, and in the following claims I wiil de-

fine the distinguishing characteristies which

I wish to protect by these Letters Patent.
The end blocks 10 have each a ecircular

secured a block or plug 30, which is the direct
means of carrying a lamp 14 and securing it
to the end block. The end block hasthe four

55

opening into which is serewed or otherwise

.60 |

grooves or channels 16, which receive the

ends of the glass or other translucent sign-

plate. The lateral edges of the end block are

also recessed and fitted to receive the strips
11, which connect the two end blocks and
which have channels 17, which receive the
lateral edges of the transparent plates 13, as
will be clearly understood by inspection of
the figures. Screws or other fastenings 18
detachably secure the strips 11 in place. By
removing one of the strips 11 it is clear that

the transparent sign-plates 16, which touch

that strip, can be slipped out of the frame for
repair, renewal, or change. Moreover, by this
means the lamps and interior of the frame
can be quickly and conveniently gotten at.

The soekets 31 of the lamps are secured to

the inside of the plugs 30, and the conductors

from the lamp lead through the plug 30 and

thence preferably through an axial opening
in the pin 20 or 21, leading thence to any

| suitable point, as 32, Fig. 4. The pins 20 and

21 are preferably cast with a cross-piece 25,

and thereby screwed or bolted directly to the

outside of the corresponding plug 30. There-
fore it will be seen that upon removing the
sign from the supporting-bracket either end
plug 30 may be unscrewed and the lamp

) drawn out through the end block, together

with the plug and the pin 20 or 21. At one

end the sign is provided with a stop 26, which

interferes with the bracket 22 and prevents
the complete rotation of the sign and the con-

sequent twisting of the leading-in wires 83.

The leading-in wires 383 can of course be
twisted a complete revolution without injury,
sufficient slack being left for the purpose.

It will now be seen that while possessing
extreme simplicity of construction my im-
proved sign has the advantages of ready ac-
cess to its interior, ready interchange of the
transparent sign-plates, and a fixed relation
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betwé,en. the ia,mias and the frame, so that on | support for the said swn secured to the said

turning the frame the lamps turn with it.

As a result of this last construction lamps

10

differently colored on different sides may be
employed, the color of each side correspond-

ing with the color desired for the sign-plate

on thatside. In such case, therefore,1t1s not
necessary that the sign-plates themselves

should be colored.

Having now set forth my invention with
sufficient detail in one of its preferred em-
bodiments, I point out and claim as the dis-
tinguishing novel features of the invention
the following elements and combinations:

1. In an illaminated sign, a frame includ-
Ing one or more end bloeks plu*:rs 30 secured
in openings within the said end blocks, a
lamp secured to each such plug, and an axial

1

plug, substantially as set forth. 20

2. In combination in an illuminated sign,
the end block having a central opening, &
central plug removably secured therein, a
lamp secured to the said plug, means for
pivotally supporting the said end block, a
stop interfering with the rotation of the parts,
and electric conductors leaditig from the said
lamp and twisting or untwisting to the extent
of the limited rotation permiitted, substan-
tially as set forth.

Signed this 30th day of July, 1898, at New

Y01k N. Y. .
GEO. F. BOSTWICK.

30.

Witnesses: -
FREDERICK H. DAVIS,
HAROILD BINNEY.
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