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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WADE H. SCULLY, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY:

DETACHABLE TRUNK-DESK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 638,032, dited November 28, 1899.
Application filed February 21, 1899, __Ser'ial No.,706,312, (No model.}

To all whom it may concermn:

Beit known that I; WADE H. SCULLY, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Essex and State of New Jersey,

‘have invented certain new and .useful Im-

provements in Detachable Trunk-Desks; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full
clear, and exact description of the mventmn

such as: will enable others skilled in the art to'

which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying

- drawings, and to letters ot reference marked
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thereon,which form a partof this specification.
The objects of thisinvention are to provide

a desk or writing-table which may be attached

to the top of a trunk and furnish a conven-
ient place for writing, studying, or the like;
to provide such a desk capable of being read-

ily detached and removed from -the trunk,
and, furthermore, one which may be easily
taken apart or ‘‘knocked down” when de-.

sired; to enable the desk to be compactly

packed in the trunk, if desired, and ocecupy |

a very small space; to thus provide for trav-
elers, students,or others having limited facili-
ties or occupying rooms too small to admit a
regular desk a cheap and convenient sub-
stitute which will enable them to write, study,
or do other work with facility,-and to secure

other advantages and results, some of which

may be referred to hereinafter in connection
with the description of the working parts.
The invention consists in the improved

student’s trunk-desk and in the arrangements

and combinations of parts of the same, all
substantially as will be hereinafter set forth

and ﬁna,lly embraced in the elanses of the'
| f4 adapted toenter beneath the cleat and pre-

¢laim. - |
Referring to the &Gcompanymﬂ' drawings,

1n which 11ke letters of reference mdmate

corresponding parts in each of the several
views, Ifigure 1 is an end view of a trunk to
which my 1mproved desk is applied, and Fig.
2 1s a front view of the same. FKig.31s an en-
larged detall of the desk-top in end view, and
Fig. 4 is a rear view of the same. Fig. § is
a detall side view of a certain supporting-
bracket or side piece, and IKig. 6 1s an edge
view of the same. Fig. 718 a rear view of a

certaln cross-brace, and Fig. 818 a plan of the
Figs. 9 and 10 are side an.d front |

same,

a eleat

- views, respeetwely of a elamp for sectring

the desk to the trunk; and Fig. 11 shows a

niodified form of cla,mp whleh may sometinies
be preferred.

In said drawings, a lndteates a trunk of
ordinary construction having a flat top and
the usual cleats a’ thereon, and & indicates

my improved desk adapted to be attached to

said trunk., Said desk comprises a top ¢,
preferably of somewhat less width and length
than the trunk, held in an inclined position
convenient for writing and projecting for-
wardly beyond the frontof the trunk to pro-
vide space for the knees of a person sitting
at the desk. Said top is supported by SIde

said brackets having a rearwar dly-extendmw

arm d’' lying across the top of the trunk and

held thereto by clamps e near each end of the
arm d'. Said clamps each comprise a verti-
calloopor claspeé’, closed at the top and adapt-
ed toreceive an arm d’ of the brackets. The
arms of said clasp, at their lower ends adja-
cent to the trunk, are bent horizontally out-

ward apart, as at 62 and each provided with .

integral cla,mpmcr-qu f, adapted to engage
Sald jaws are adapted to exbend
across the cleat as the clamp stands thereon
and are each provided at opposite ends with

One of said feet is fixed at the end of the
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pieces or brackets d near each end, each of
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feet /%, engaging the cleat at opposite edges.

body portion ' of the clamp, while the other

slides upon the opposite end of the body por-

tion and may be pressed against the cleat by

a thumb-screw g, w*mk:mw upon the threaded

outer end of the body portion f'. Said feet
are preferably provided with sharpened toes

vent the clamp from slipping off upwardly.

When the clamps are arranged in proper

position on the cleats, the clasps or loops ¢

‘are open toward the ‘front and back of the

trunk, as will be understood, and the arm d’
of the supporting-brackets d can be slid into
said loops, which thus reach over the upper
edge of the arm and hold it down against the

tr unk -top.

Instead of making the clamp double, as

described, with clampm@-;]aws on each side
of the elazap, I may sometimes use only one
clamping-jaw, and instead of a complete loop

fle.
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¢ form the body portion of the clamp into a |

hook 7, as shown in Fig. 11.

From the bodv pmt ol each supportmﬂ'- |

bracket or side piece d two standards d? ex-
tend upward to receive the desk-top ¢. Evi-
dently this body portion of the side pieces
may he made of any.shape or design which
will give the desired strength and rigidity.

- The supporting-brackets or side pieces are
preferably of thin material,asa wooden board,
s0 as to occupy little space when packed, and

to prevent lateralsway orspring of said brack-

ets a cross-brace A is provided. Sald cross-
brace comprises two strips crossing each other
in the form of an X and adapted to engage
at their opposite ends the rear edges of the
side pieces at upper and lower pomts The
strips forming said cross-brace are prefer-

. ably pwotally joined at the point where they

cross, as at ii', so as to fold together into su-
perposed pOSlth[l and the ends of sald strips
are secured to the edges of the side pieces d
by thumb-screws 7, so as to be readily detach-
able._ Instead of having said thumb-screws
screwed directlyinto the wood I prefer to se-

cure a more firm and durablesocket by nuts %,

let into the edge of the bracket and interiorly-
threaded to receive the screws.

The desk-top ¢ consists of a plane boaer
provided on its under side with cleats ¢’ to
hold the parts together and prevent warping.
One edge of said cleats, preferably the outer
edge, engages the inner sides of the brackets d
when the desk-topis laid in position upon the
sald brackets, as will be clearly understood
upon reference to the drawings. Screws m,
preferably thumb-screws, pass through the.
upper ends cf said brackets into the edﬂ'es of
the cleats, nuts n beinginserted in said clea,ts
to receive the screws, as before described in
connection with the cross-brace.

At the upper or rear edge of the desk-top

I may, if desired, provide an auxiliary shelf o
. for pens, bottles of ink, &ec.

Said shelf o
comprises simply a small board pivotally se-
cured at one cor ner to the under side of the
desk-top, as at o', and thus adapted to be
swung in under said top when not in use. A
bmall independent frame p may be placed on
the shelf o to provide a level surface for the
bottles, pens, &c.

It wﬂl be noted that the desk-top, brackets,
and brace, being fastened together by the

. thumb-serews, can be quickly (md easily sep-
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arated, and when s0 separated sald parts can
be packed flatwise together in very small
compass. I thus plOVlde for travelers, stu-

dents, &ec., a very convenient and effectwe
desk, and one which can be readily disposed
of when not in use.

In the case of an oval-topped trunk the

P - o 638,082

arms or extensions d' of the side pieces may

be suitably curved to conform thereto.

Itis evident that various small changes and
modifications may be made from what I have
positively described without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention, and I
do not wish, therefore, to be understood as
limiting myself to the exact details of con-
struction shown. |

Having thus described the invention, what

I claim as new is—

1. In adesk attachment for trunks, the com-
bination of a top, brackets supporting said
top and having arms adapted to lie upon the
trunk-top in contact therewith at their lower
edges, and means for securing saild arms to
the cleats npon the trunk-top, substantially
as set forth.

2. In adesk attachment for trunks, the com-
bination of a top providing a writin ﬂ*-surfaee,
brackets supporting said top in a forwardly-
inclined position, arms projecting rearwardly

from said brackets and adapted to rest across
the top of the trunk-cover, and clamps for

engaging the cleats on said trunk-cover, sab-
stantially as set forth.

3. 1'he herein-described desk attachment
for trunks,-comprising a top, vertical side
pieces supporting at their upper edges said
top, a cross-brace holding said side pieces
parallelto each other,integral arms extending
rearwardly from said side pieces and adapt-
ed to engage the upper surface of the trunk-
cover, and clamps on the arms for securing
sald arms to said cover, substantially as set
forth.

4. In the herein- deseubed trunk- desk, the

combination with rearwardly-extending arms
adapted to lie across the top of the trunk-
cover, of clamps for detachably securing said
arms to said cover, said clamps each ha,vmn'
adjustable jaws for engaging the cleats on
the cover, and a body portwn extending over

the arm, Substanblally as set forth.

5. The herein-described trunk-desk, com-
prising a top, vertical brackets supporting at
their upper edges said top and being detach-
ably secured thereto, a detachable brace hold-
ing said brackets in parallel position, arms
extendinﬂ' rearwardly from the lower part of
each braeket and adapted to lie across the top

of a trunk-cover, and clamps for detachably
fastening said armstothecleatson said cover,

substantially as set forth.
In testimouny that I claim the foregoing I

have hereunto set my hand this 18t11 day of

February, 1899.
WADE H. SCULLY.
Witnesses: | |
CHARLES H. PELL,
C. B. PITNEY.

70

75

30

go

95

[QC

105

IIO

II5



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

