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To all whom vt maiy COTCETTL:
Be 1t known that I, CHARLES S S’\/IITH q

citizen of the United Sta,tes I esuflmﬂ‘ at Brock-_

ton, in the county of Ply'mc;- ath and State of
Massaehusetts have invented certain new

and useful Implovements in Boots or Shoes;

and I do hereby declare the following to be

a full, clear, and exact description of the in- |

vention such as will enable others skilled in

the art 130 which it apper tains to mnake and use

the same. |

The present invention relates 0 boots and
shoes, and more particularly to an improved
welt for boots and shoes so constructed that

‘said welt may be strongly secured to the up-

per and insole and able to withstand the great

strain to which said welt is subjected in the-

finished shoe.
The object of the present invention is to

produce a welted shoe in which the portion of
the welt which receives thestitches of the in-
seam will be greatly strengthened, so that a
firm and strong union may be for med between
the welt, upper, and insole,whereby the welt

will not pull off under the strain to which it
18 subjected by the outsole, which is secured
to said welt. |

A further object of the invention is to so

arrange the reinforcement of the welt that it

will be hidden by the outsole when the out-

“sole is in place and also so that the rough
edges of the outsole and Welt may betrimmed -
_and finished without ezposmw the 1emfmce-

ment of the welt. |
To the above end the present 1nvent1011

consists of a welt for boots and shoes having

a 1e1nforcmﬂ' baCk.lIlU‘ along the stitch-receiv-

ing portion theleof sald reinforein g-backing
-bemcr narrower than the welt and armnﬂ*ed
W1th one edge set back from the outer edﬂ"e_

of the welt, all as will be heremaftel fully de-
scribed and claimed.

The present invention is illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspectwe view of a
portion of the forward part of a sole, showing

in section the arrangement of the upper, in-

Fig. 2 is a frag-
- Kig. '3

sole, and my 1mproved_ welt.
mentary sectional view enla,rged

shows in persnectwe a section of my 1111-
proved welt. |

]

Pl

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views.
In the drawings, A represents the upper
of the shoe, B the insole, and C the welt, and
as usual in welted bhoes the 1nsole is pro-

vided with a lip 6,which receives the stitches

a, which pass thmuﬂ‘h and unite the edges
of the upper and welt 10 the insole, as eleaﬂy
shown.

The welt C 1s shown eulawed in Fig. 3and
comprises a main body por tmn C, Whlch may
be forimed of leather or other suitable mate-
rial and which on its under side and nearits
inner edge is provided with a stitch-receiving
ogroove ¢, sald groove also acting to permit

shown in the drawings. Welts as now com-
monly constructed are made of soft thin
leather which is wet or ¢“ tempered” while be-
ing sewed to the shoe, and unless the tension
of the sewing- maehme 18 accmately adjusted

whtly to set the stitech to cut through the
edge of the welt, thus destroying the shoe,
and it is a common occurrence to have the

of the shoe under the heavy stlam. which 18
put upon it by the outsole. In the improved
welt of the present invention the stitch-re-
ceiving portion thereof is provided upon its
under face with a reinforcing -backing c?,
which may be cemented thereto preparatory
to incorporating the weltin the shoe, asshown

in Kig. 3, or which may be a separate strip -
laid against the welt and fed with said welt

through the welt-guide of the sewing-machine
in position to receive the stifches of the in-
seam as the welt is secured to the upper and
insole. The reinforcing-backing c* is prefer-

ably formed of some smta,ble stmnn' textile

fabric, such ascanvas or the like, and 1s pret-

: embly_ narrower than the main portion ¢ of

the welt, and when cemented thereto it is
a,uanﬂ‘ed upon the under side of the main
pmtmn ¢, as shown in Fig. 3, with one edge

thereof even with theinner edfre of the main

portion of the welt and its outer edﬂe set back
from the outer edge of the main portlon ¢ of
the welt, and said reinfor cing-backing is also
pr efembly indented into the groove ¢', as
elemly ShOWIl in Fig. 3 of the dlawmﬂ's
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the edge of the welt to be bent up, as clearly -
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‘welt of a boot or shoe pull off during the wear
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It will be noted that by the present inven- |

tion the stitch-receiving portion of the welt
1s greatly strengthened and that the strain of
setting the stitches and drawing down the
edge of the welt into the angle between the

lip and feather of the insole will be borne by
the reinforcing-backing, thus preventingsaid
stitches from cutting the welt, and that by
making the reinforcing - backing narrower
than the welt and arranging it along the
stitch-receiving portion of the welt it is en-
tirely concealed in the finished shoe and is
notliable of being cutinto when the outer sole
and outer edge of the welt are being trlmmed
to shape. -
Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to protect by Lettels

- Patent of the United States—

20

1. The improved welt for boots and shoes,

comprising a main body portion and a rein-

forcing-backing narrower than said body por-
tion secured to the under face of said body

portion along the stitch-receiving edge there-
of, the outer edge of the reinforeing-baeking
being set back from theedge of the main body

portion, substantially as described.
2. A shoe comprising an upper, insole and

welt, said welt comprising & main body por-

tion and a reinforeing-backing portwn upon

the stitch-receiving edge thereof and a seam
uniting the upper, insole and welt passing
through the reinforcing-backing, substan-
tlally as described.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my swnature 35

in presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES S. SMITH.
Witnesses:

R. T. SOLLIS,
K. GOLDTHWAITE.
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the underside of the main body portion along 3o
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