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WILLIAM ERASTUS WILLIAMS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

 SOFT-TREAD HORSESHOE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 637,013, dated November 28, 1899, -
' Application flled May 26, 1898, Serial No. 681,658, (No model.) |

To all whom it may concern: - -

Beitknown thatl, WILLIAM ERASTUS WIL-

LIAMS, a citizen of the United Statesof Amer-
ica, and a resident of Chicago, Cook county,
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Soft-Tread Horseshoes,
of which the following is a specification..
The object of my invention is to provide an
elastic-tread horseshoe that will have a metal
base-plate similar to or exactly like the pres-

ent metal shoes in use and an elastic cushion

tastened to the-base by metal clasps; and the
invention consists in the novel construction
of the parts and devices and the novel combi-
nations thereof, as is fully set forth in the

Reference will be had to

the accompanying
drawings, in which— . |
Figure 1 isa plan of the shoe with the cush-
ion on the left side removed. Tigs. 2 and 3
show modifications of the fastenings. Figs.
4, 5, 6, and 7 are cross-sections of the several
parts. '
Inthe drawings, A designates the base-plate
or metallic shoe, which is intended to be the

same shoe now in use, having the notches g
To the base I fasten the

cut in the sides. T . _
elastic cushion C by the metal clasps or heavy

pliable bars D. The cushion C is prepared

in the form of the cross-section, (see Fig. 7,)
with the ends d of the clasps projecting down-
ward, and is fixed to the shoe or base A after
the shoe or base A has been nailed to the ani-

- mal’'sfoot. Theendsd of the clasps D are bent
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or clenched to the base A by tools adapted to
do the work. | |

‘In Figs. 1, 8, 5, 6, and 7 the metal clasps D

are made independent of each other and may
be slipped into the cavities in the cushion
atter the cushion is made; butin Figs. 2 and
4 the metal clasps D’ are made of one piece,
the several clasp portions d’ being connected

- together by the sections d? and in this con-

- ing through the body of the cushion, under-

struction the clasps will be molded into the
rubber when it is made. ' -'
In Figs. 3 and 6 there are wires W extend-

neath the clasps, to give a more secure fasten-
ing tothe rubber. Thenotches ¢ in the base
A are essential only to make a smooth ap-
pearance to the edge of the shoe, since the
clasps may be made to embrace the regular
shoe and lie outside of its lines and still se-
cure the cushion to the shoe. -

!
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the cushions may be fixed to the
| 1t 1s nailed to the foot. |

The cushions may be supplied to any shoe 55
at any time; and it is not necessary to remove |

the shoe from the foot to apply the cushion.
The cushions may be made narrow or with
openings for admitting the nails; and then
shoe before

What I claim is— R

1. T'hecombination withi an elastic cushion
adapted tofit the lower faceof a horseshoe, of
heavy pliable bars each passing transversely
through the body of the cushion approxi-
mately parallel to its plane and projecting
upon each side forming short segments adapt-
ed to pass upward along the edges of the horse-
shoe and to be hammered slightly inward into

engagement with the shoe.

2. In a soft-tread horseshoe, the combina-
tion with a metal base to be fixed to the hoof,
of an elastic cushion resting upon the base,
and metal clasps passing through the cushion
approximately parallel to the base and hav-
ing their projecting ends bent into engage-
ment with the latter. |

5. The combination withan ordinary horse-

shoe havingin its innerand outer edges trans-
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verse notches enlarged above their lower lim-

its, of a cushion resting against the lower face
of the shoe, and metal clasps extending up-
ward from said cushion and fitting in said
notches, respectively:. |

4. Anelastic-tread horseshoe having a metal
base and an elastic cushion fixed thereto,
metal clasps engaging the cushion and em-
bracing the metal base, with g metal connec-
tion extending through the cushion from clasp

to clasp, substantially as shown and de-

scribed. |
5. The combination of a metal base, of an
elastic cushion fixed thereto, metal clasps
passing through the cushion and embracing
the metal base from the outside and having
their ends clenched on the upper edge of the
metal base, with wires passing through the
cushion under the clasp, substantially as
shown and described. | |
~Signed by me at Chicago, Illinois, this 23d
day of May, 1898. |

WILLIAM ERASTUS WILLIARMS.

Witnesses:
- K. C. SEMPLE,
>. K. DARBY,
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