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1o all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, JOHEN C. ELLESER, &
citizen of the United St&tes residing at Park
Ridge, Bergen county, New J ersey, have in-

5 vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Stem Materials for Artificial Flowers, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to the slender flexi-

ble tubing used for the stems of artificial

10 flowers. Ordinarilythistubingis made either
from a cheap quality of rubber composition
or from some gelatinous composition, and 1t

- 18 quite weak and easily broken. In using
this stem material for artificial flowers a Slen-

15 der annealed wire is passed through its bore

longitudinally, so that when bent or coiled 1t

will retain the form given to it, and there is

a liability of the tip of the wire being thrust
through the wall of the tube, which may be
20 easﬂy perforated. It is desirable that the
stem material shall be somewhat yielding to
the touch and have a brlght appearance and
an appropriate color.
The object of the present invention is to
25 provide a stem material, at a reasonable cost,
of fine color, appedraﬁce and texture and of
great stren n'th as compared with the ordmary
material hel etofore made.
This stem material consists, essentially, of
30 a compound tube, the outer coating or body
of the tube being of a gelatin compound and
the inner coating orlining of a woven fabric.
Preferably this fabric will be a thin'cotton
fabric, as lawn, and the gelatin ecompound
35 will contain a smtable colormg matter and
soctme substance—as glycerin, for example—

to preserve the gelatin in a pliable, some-

what-yielding condition. The gelatin com-

pound-will be incorporated with the woven

4o fabric, so that. the two form a compound
tube.

In the accompan ymﬂ* dra,wm gs, which illus-

trate an embodiment of the invention, Figure

1 represents a piece of the stem material of |

45 about the usual size, a portion of the end
thereof being in section. Figs. 2 and 8 are

illustrative views on an exaggerated scale,
the former being partly denuded and partly j,

'in lonﬂltudmal sectlon and the latter a trans-

verse secmon 50

In the views, A represents the compound
tube asa whole. a represents the outer coat-
ing of gelatinouscompound; and b represents
the lining of woven fabric.

This stem material may be made in any of 55
the ways known in the art. The present in-
vention does not relate to the mode of manu-
facture. It may be made; however, in the
following manner: A strip of some thin
woven fabric, as lawn, is wrapped about a 6o
straight wire of the proper gage in such a
manner that the fabrie covers the wire. The
wire thus covered isthendippedin a solution
of gelatinous composition and the coating al-
lowed to cool and become firm. The tube is 65
then slipped from the wire. The gelatin so-
lution will usually be s_ulta,bly-colored by the
admixture of a dye or dyes therewith and

‘will usually have mixed with it some sub-

stance, as glycerin, to preserve it in a flexi- 70
ble, yielding condition. Theinvention is noft,
however, restricted to any special g n'elatmous
compo__smon as many of these are known.

The textile lining of the tube not only adds |
tensile strength, but enables the tube to re- 75
sist the tendency of the end of the wire over -

which it is slipped to protrude through its
wall. Where the tube has no textile llmnb,
thetwisting of the wired stems togethercauses
the wire to cut through the soft material of 8o
the stem.

‘Having thus deseubed my invention, I

 claim—

As an improved altlcle of manufacture, a
stem material for artificial flowers, consisting 85

of a slender, compound tube of gelatinous

material a,nd a lining of woven fabrlc sub-
stantially as set for th

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed |
my name, this 81stday of March, 1899, in the go

presence of two subsecribing witnesses.

JOHN C. ELLESER.

Witnesses:
~ HENRY J. ROBERT,
PETER A. ROSS.
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