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- thereof, reference being had to the accom-

IO

UNITED STATES

——

PATENT OFFICE.
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 UTERINE SUPPORTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 637,627, dated November 21, 1899
-  Application filed February 24,1899, Serial No. 706,678, (No model)

Io. all whomn it anay concern.:

of Rock Island,in the county of Rock Island
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Uterine
Supporters; and I hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description

panying drawings, which form part of this
specification. , | |
This invention is an improvement in uter-

- 1ne supporters; and the object I have in view
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1s the production of such an appliance as will
meet the approval of the medical practitioner
and the patient by supplying the former with

a thoroughly practical device and by furnish-
ing the latter an appliance that may be worn

without discomfort and with the best attain-
able results. | -

My invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction of the supporter, and
will hereinafter be fully described, and sum-
marized in the claims. |

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of the supporter with the parts
arranged approximately in the position they
would assume in use. Fig. 2 is an enlarged
detail view of the preferred form of latch.
FKig. 3is a detail sectional view of the swivel-
Joint, enlarged; and Fig. 4 is a detail view of

- a pessary. . .
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Referring to the drawings, A représents a
thin flat plate of such size and form as will

afford a brace to the lower part of the abdo-

men of the wearer and prevent chafing, and
will also form a suitable holder for the pes-
sary-supporting rod D. This plate A is pref-
erably formed of hard rubber, but may be of
any sultable material, perforated or imper-
forate, as desired, and uncovered or covered,
as pretferred, with any snitable material—as
silk or leather, for example-—~which might add
to the comfort of the wearer.. To the outer
side of this plate is secured by any appropri-

ate means a vertical keeper &, between which

and the plate A the flat upper extremity of

~ the rod D is adjustably fitted. The keeper &

50

extends from the bottom to the top of the

plate, is U-shaped in cross-section, and pro-

vided with lateral flanges %', by which it is
secured to the plate A, the space between

the flanges forming a vertical guideway for | furcations e® thereof is pivoted the shank e of

being of such length that lateral oscillation
of the said supporting-rod is prevented.

To the outer side and lower end of keeper /i
1s riveted the eénd of a flat T-shaped spring ;
which is provided near its upper end with an
inwardly-projecting pin ¢/, which is adapted
to project through a hole in keeper % and
to engage any one of a series of perforations
d in the upper part of rod D, and may pro-
ject through perforations d into and almost
through a hole in plate A. Thus the pes-
sary-supporting rod D may be adjusted to
any desired height relative to the plate A
and then firmly held by means of the locking

device just described. The upper end of the

locking-spring ¢ is provided with laterally-
projecting ears %, which project beyond the
guiding portion of the keeper 7, so that the
finger-nail may be inserted under the pro-
jecting parts 2° of the rod and the latter
pushed outward, thereby disengaging the
pin ¢' from the rod D. It will be observed,
however, that the head of the spring lies
close to the plate and has no outwardly-pro-
jecting portions which would disarrange or
catch in the garments of the wearer.
The plate A is connected ‘to a belt of any
suitable kind. As shown, the belt is formed
of two pieces B B’, each attached at one end
to the plate. To the outer end of piece B is
secured a buckle B? which is engaged by the
end of piece B’ to secure the plate to the body
after 1t 18 properly adjusted to the wearer.
To the belt, at opposite sides of the plate, are

fastened the two loops b b, to which are at-

tached the ends of a supporting-cord g, here-
inafter referred to. .

The pessary-supporting rod D is preferably
shaped as indicated in Fig. 1, its front upper
end being flat and provided with a series of
holes d, while its lower portion d' is formed
into a small upwardly-curved part, as shown.
The extremity of part d’ is shouldered and
fitted into a corresponding socket'e’ in the
lower member e of a swivel-joint e ¢/, the end

of part d’' being slightly expanded (see Fig.
-3) within the part e, so as to retain it in po-

sition therein, while at the same time permit-
ting part e to rotate freely on the part d'.
This part e is bifurcated and between the bi-

| ] 'the PGSSﬂl‘y-Sﬁp.p()l‘ﬁﬂg rod ]j, this guideway |
- Beit known that I, WiLriam H. LUDEWIG,
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 the upper member ¢’ of the swwel—;lemt apin
et transfixing the blfurca.tlons on the shank,

asshown in Flg 3.

This permlts both mem-
bers to be rotated upon the rod d' and the-

| upper member ¢’ to be turned at any angle |
~_ uponthe parte, and as the part ' is connected .

" to the pessary it enables the latter to be ad- :

- 1o

 ;' - justed to any position desired, while at. the |
~ same time firmly supportmﬂ' it on the rod D.
"The upper member e’ of the swwel—;]emt is

- formed with & hollow socket, in w]:neh is fit= |

" ted and secured the stem
uterine supporter F, as indicated in the draw- -
Thus it will 'be seen that the pessely-’~
--when its stem is attached to the swivel-joint
- will be susceptible of a free forward; rear, or |
©lateral movement, while contmuelly afford-
ing a constant support to the uterus.:

- '. ‘pose having the rod D of such length and the
" 20

~ings.

o rod D, near the swivel-joint, is secured anin-
- _turned hook or keeper f for retaining the
‘elastic cord ¢ in proper position.

‘able to the wearer.
- will retain the eord in position and at the:
- 'same time allew it to be readily d1sconnected'

. .ousstyles of pessariescan be fitted to the sup-i| -
* porter by cutting their stems to meet the re-| ¢
quirements of the most extreme cases, and |

‘ancewith theorderof the attending physiecian. ;

i

gmired. .

I ef a -pessary or

I pro- i

swivel- 3011113 80 made, as descnbed that vari-

o T——

thus cut the stems of the pessaries so as 1o
fit the sams to the wearer exactly in accord- |

D orTET T .— Tt g rLr

—_— =

To the under side of the portion d’ of the

This cord :
extends from the loops b b on the ‘belt.down |

. over the gluteal region of the wearer, t,hus*
- holding the curved part of the rod in elosef
) ;contaet with the bodyand preducmn' a gentle

:quard and backward pressure on the pes- i pin ¢, and also: ‘having a rearwa,rdly and up-' o

,‘wamdly curved 1ewer end provided with a
-closed. loop f', a swivel-joint composed of a -

sary, which renders it much niore comfort-

e T ] -

The inturned hook'f' |

from the pessmy supportmw rod when de-_.:‘

Havmcr thus descl 1bed my inv entlen What'

I therefore claim as new, and desire to secure |
'. by Lietters Patent thereon 18~ -
‘1. In a uterine supporter, the cemblna-__
" tion of a plate, means for attaching said plate | -
10’ the wearer; and a pessary-supporting rod

said plate and having its lower end curved i
rearwardly and upwardly, Wlth a 8swivel- |
D ;jomt composed of the parts e, e', parte be- [
- ing retatebly cenneeted to the 1ower end of:

ea.ld rod and pamt ¢ ha.vmg a shanlk plveted

between  bifurcations on the upper end of
l part e, and a pessary.connected to part ¢’ of
said joint, substantially as described.

tion of the plate A provided with means for
‘attaching said plate to the wearer, a verti-
cally- d1spesed U-shaped keeper h a.ttaehed to

| said plate, and a peesa,ry-eupportmg rod. D
' having a flattened upper end guided in and

| secured to said keeper and provided with a

| series of perforations, the lower end. of said

rod being rounded and curved rearwa,rdly

2. In. a uterine supporter, the combme—'

and upwardly, with a flat locking-spring %
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‘attached to the keeper and having lateral |

‘projections 42, 4%, on its head, and a pin 7'
- adapted to pro,]ect through a perforatlon in

the keeper and engage one of the perfora-
tions in the ﬂettened end of rod D, substau- |

‘tially as described.

8. Theherein- deserlbed uterme supperter -

omprlemg an abdominal plate A pwvlded
‘with a vertical gnide or keeper % on its outer

1 surface, the belt attached to said plate pro-

vided with loops at eppeelte sidesof the plate,

upper ‘end and a. pin %" adapted to project
through a perforetlon in the keeper and en-
‘gage one of the holes in the péssary-support-
ing rod; with a peSﬂary—suppmtlnﬂ' rod hav-
ANg - a ﬂattened upper end ) passing through
said keeéper and provided with a series of
holee adapted to_be engaged by the locking-

| part e swweled on the lower end of said rod

-and a part ¢ pivoted to parte, the pessary
connectéd to the upper member ¢’ of said
joint, and an elastic e¢ord ‘connected to the

| belt at opposite sides of the plate and  at-
| tached to said closed loop to impart a gentle
| upward pressure to the pessary, all eubet&n- a

tially as and for the purpose described.

__tWe W1tnesses DR
T WILLIAM H LUDEWIG

In presence of=—

J. E. PERETZ,

H B SIMMON .

|||||

In testimony that I claim the. feregomﬂ' as

| my own T affix my swna,ture in preeence of
~ having its upper end adjustably secured to o |
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and the locking - spring + attached to said
keeper having lateral preJeemons 72° on its .
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