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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANKLIN J. ENGEL AND CHRIST F. HIRTH, OF MAYVILLE, WISCONSIN.

GAME APPARATUS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 637,549, dated November 21, 1899,
- Application filed May 16, 1899, Seﬂ&l No. 717,074, (No model.)

To ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, FRANKLIN J. ENGEL

and CHRIST F. HIRTH, citizens of the United
States, residing at Mayville, in the co unty of
Dodge and State of Wisconsin, have invented

a new and useful Game Apparatus, of which

the following is a specification.

This invention relates to game apparatus,
particularly to such devices for playin g a par-
lor game of base-ball, and has for its object to
provide a simple and improved device adapt-
ed toreproduce the various plays made u pon
the regular base-ball field.

To these ends the present invention con-
sists in the combination and arrangement of
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de-
seribed, shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, and particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
the improved game apparatus.
longitudinal sectional view thereof on the line
© x, Fig. 1. Fig. 31is a transverse sectional

view taken on the line y y, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is

a detail view showing the construction and
manner of mounting the mechanical bat.
Corresponding parts are designated by like
reference characters in all the figures of the
drawings.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the field of the device is formed by means of a

board or base 1, whichis surrounded by a mar-

ginal upstanding flange 2, designed to repre-
sent the usual fence inclosing a regular base-
ball field and adapted to confine the ball to the
field. The upper face of the base or board 1 is
covered with a cloth 3 to deaden the noise of
the ball and is provided with a colored dia-
mond-shaped figure 4 to represent the usual
““diamond ” of the regular base-ball field.
T'he positions of the ““out-field” and the ‘“in-
fleld ”-are designated by openings A, formed
through the cloth and the board 1 and marked,
as shown, to indicate the several players.
The position of the ‘ catcher ” is indicated by
means of an elongated opening 5, formed
through the board 1 in rear of the home-bage
0 and extends longitudinally of the field.

A mechanical bat apparatus is provided,
as best shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings, and
comprises a bat 7, mounted at one end upon
a pivot 8, located at either side of the home-

‘between the head 11 thereof and the up

Fig. 21is a

| base 6, in the usual position of the batter.

1To mechanically actuate the bat, a spring 9
is provided having one end secured to the
board 1, then wrapped or coiled about the
pivot-pin 8, near the upper face of the board
1, and then formed into a loop 10, the end of
which is twisted or coiled about the pivot-pin,
per
side of the bat. It will be noted that the
sides of the loop 10 embrace the respective
upper and lower sides of the bat, and the free
end of the loop engages against the rear side
of the bat, near the free end thereof, so that
when the bat is pulled back upon its pivot a
tension is provided upon the spring-loop for
the purpose of throwing the bat forward in
imitation of the action of the usual batter
when the bat 7 is released. A suitable stop
121s providedin rear of the pivot-pin 8, so as to
limit the backward movement of the bat. By
reference to Fig. 1 of the drawings it will be
noted that the free end of the bat is adapted
to move across the opening 5, which repre-
sents the catcher, so that if the bat is not

released in time the ball delivered by the

pitcher is adapted to be received within the
said opening 5, and thereby count as a strike
against the batter.

Intermediate of the home-base and the first
and third bases, respectively, are provided
stop-shoulders 18, extending from the oppo-
site longitudinal sides of the marginal flange

-2 to within a suitable distance of the home-

base,so as to mark the ‘“foul” lines and pre-
vent a foul ball from entering the diamond.

T'he pitching apparatus comprises an in-
clined plane 14, formed from a single length
of spring-wire bent intermediate of its ends
intoasubstantially U-shapedloop,having the
ends thereof embedded in the board 1 at the

center of the diamond, and the opposite end

of the loop inclined upwardly and longitudi-
nally away from the home-base. |
Extending transversely across the field are
two parallel lines 15 and 16, respectively, the
inner line 15 extending through the approxi-
mate position of the second base, and the
outer line 16 extending through the approxi-

mate positions of the right and left ¢ fielders.*
' The purpose of these lines is to divide the

field into sections, so as to vary the value of

| & hit. A hit which does not pass the inner
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line 15 eredits the batter with a one-base hit. |

If the ball stops between the two lines, it 1s a
two-base hit, and if it goes beyond the outer
line 16 the batter is entitled to a three-base
hit. Should the ball jump over the center-
field fence, (designated by the end marginal
flange 17), ahome-run iscredited to the batter.

In playing the game a marble 20 1s used as
the ball, and suitable disks or blocks 19 are
employed to designate the position of the run-
ners. The game is adapted to be played by
two persons, one operating the bat and the
other delivering the ball to the bat. In de-
livering the ball the same is placed upon the
elevated end of the inclined plane 14 and
when released will ran down to the bat, and
as the latter is released the ball is struck by
the bat and knocked out into the field. 1f
the ball rolls into any of the holes designating
the several fielders, the batter i1s out; but
if the ball comes to rest without entering one
of the holes the batter is entitled to a safe hit
of a value according to the position the ball
oceupies, as hereinbefore described.

By reason of the fact that the pitching ap-
paratus is formed from a loop of spring-wire
the same may be forced to either side, so as to
vary the direction of the ball delivered to the
bat, and also the free end of the loop may be
depressed or elevated, as desired, soas tovary
the speed with which the ball is delivered.

It will thus be seen that a simple and prac- |

tical apparatus is provided for playing a
parlor game of base-ball which is especially
adapted for reproducing the various plays
made upon the regular field, and the usual
base-ball rules may be effectively employed to
agovern the playing of the presentindoor game.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claim may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of thisinvention.

What we claim 1s—

In a game apparatus of the class described,
the combination with a board representing a
base-ball field, of a mechanically-operated bat

supported thereon, and a pitching apparatus

consisting of an incline fitted to the board and
adapted to deliver a ball to the bat, said in-
cline being of spring material and having one
end fastened to the board, the opposite end
being left free and capable of being deflected
upward or downward to vary the speed of de-
livery of the ball, substantially as described.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have heretoaflixed oursignatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

FRANKLIN J. ENGEI.
CHRIST F. HIRTII.

Witnesses:
RoBT. WESTERBOLT,
II. DEGNER. |
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