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To wil whom 7t ey coneern:

Be it known that I, KpGARr R. JONES, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Kansas
C'ity, in the county of Jackson and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and useful Tm-

provement in Clothes-Line Fasteners and
Holders, of which the following is a specifi- !

cation. |

My invention relates to clothes-line fasten-
ers and holders, and the object is to produce
a device of this character which facilitates
and renders comparatively easy the position-
ing and tightening of the clothes-line and
which reliably obviates all chance of the line
slackening under a washing of any weight
which it is praeticable to hang thereon.

A {nrther object 1s the production of a de-
viee of this character of simple, strong, dura-
bhle, and inexpensive construction.

To these ends the invention consists in cer-
tain novel and peculiar features of construe-
tion and combinationsof parts, as will be here-
mafter deseribed and claimed, and in ordev
that the invention may be fully understood
reference 1s to be had to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
clothes-line fastener and holder embodying
my invention. Fig. 2 represents a vertical
central section of the same. TFig. 3 repre-
sents a face view of part of the device as ar-
ranged when securing it in or removing it
from operative position. Fig. 4 is a horizon-
tal section taken on the line IV IV of Fig. 1.

In the said drawings, 1 designates a reec-
tangular metallic block which is adapted to

‘be secured to a post 3 or other surface by

means of screws 2 or their equivalents, and

- sald block is formed centrally near its upper
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end with a T-shaped projection comprising
a stem 4, ¢ylindrieal in form, and a head 5,
which projects beyond the opposite sides of
the stem. "This block comprises what may
be termed the *‘ permanent” or ‘““stationary”
member of the fastener.

6 designates a metallic block of substan-
tially the same size and configuration as block
1 and provided centrally near ifs upper end
with a vertical slot 7 of sufficient size for the

|
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by turning block 6 at right angles to block 1,
as shown in Fig. 3, and then moving it rear-
ward until it strikes block 1, when it may be
permitted to swing pivotally downward upon
the stem 4 as a pivot betwceen the said block
1 and the head 5, the latter serving-to lock
block G in its new position and preventing its

| removal without first reversing the operation

described as necessary to secure it in such
position.

Vertically below slot 7 block 6 is formed
with a guide eye or loop 8 and vertically be-
low the latter in turn with a perforation 9,
communicating at its rear end with the ver-
tical groove 101n the rear face of said block 6.

11 designates a toothed orroughened bridge
which extends transversely of and projects
forward from the face of block {6 near its lower
margin, and 12 a pair of vertical grooves in
the rear face of said block and near its side
margins, which commmunicate at their upper
ends with perforations 13, extending through
the block. When the bilock swings pivotally
downward to its operative position, as shown
in Fig. 1, 1t enters the space between the
block 1 and the guide-clip or angle-plate 14,
which 18 secured by a screw-bolt 15 or other-
wise to block 1 and serves to hold the blocks
in a compact or close relation.

A spring wire or rod is bent at its middle
to form the U-shaped arm 10, terminating at
its free end in a coil or eye 17, and at oppo-
site ends of the arm to form thesimilar spring-
colls 18, which underlie block 6, the ends of
sald spring wire or rod being anchored se-
curely to the block 6 by extending up through
the grooves 12, as at 1Y, then forwardly
through the perforations 13, as at 20, and
having their ends bent downward, as at 21,
against the face of the block.

The U-shaped arm 16 is of such formation
that it extends from the coils 18 forward and
upward against the face of the block, main-
taining such position with a strong but yield-
ing pressure, so that when released after be-
ing sprung outward and downward it will
spring forcibly back against the face of the
block.

In practice before the block 6 is positioned
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through it by first passing the end of the line
down through the eye or loop 8, then rear-
ward through the perforation 9 and down
through the groove 10, then forward through
the eye or loop 7 of the spring-arm 16, held

depressed until this purposeis accom plished,
-when it isreleased,and,springing back against
the face of the block, doubles the line up |

around the lower edge of the block and clamps

it firmly against the roughened bridge -11.
Assuming that the line needs tightening af-

ter the block 6 is mounted upon block 1, the

attendant grasps the pendent end of the line |

and by pulling lightly downward springs the
arm 16 downward and outward to about the
position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, and
thereby takes the principal angle out of the
line—viz., that formed by bending it up
around the lower edge of block 6. When the
parts are thus disposed, the operator can

with comparativelylittle exertion tighten the

line by pulling it in the direction indicated
by the arrow, Ifig. 2. When tightened sufli-
ciently, it is simply released to permit the
arm 16 to spring back to its original position,
and by doubling and clamping the line firmly
up around the lower edge of the block and
against the roughened bridge reliably ‘pre-
vents any slippage of the line due to a heavy
weight upon the same.

When the line is not in use, it is only nee-
essary to swing the block 6 to the position
shown in Fig. 3, slip it off the T-shaped pro-

jection of block 1, and then use it as a spool

on which the line may be wound and remain
permanently, the other end of the line of
course being detachably connected to any

-~ other point or support.

40

From the above description it will be appar-
ent that I have produced a clothes-line fas-
tener and holder which facilitates and light-
ens the work of securing the line in position
and tightening the same and at the same

~ time a fastener which is positive and reliable
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in action, and while I have illustrated .and
described the preferred embodiment of my
invention I wish it to be understood that I
reserve the right to make such changes in the
detail construction, form, or proportion of 1ts
parts as will not be a departure from the
spirit and scope of the invention. :

‘Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A clothes-line fastener and holder, con-
prising a block ormember suitably supported,
and provided with a perforation and a com-
municating passage or groove, to receive the
line, and a spring secured to the block and
provided with a spring-arm having a coil or

loop through which the line also extends,and |

- 837,302

by-\irhich- the line is claﬁlped firmly against
the block, substantially as described.
2. A clothes-line fastener and holder, com-

prising a blo¢k or member suitably supported, 65

and provided with a perforation and a com-

municating passage, and with a bridge pro-

jecting from its face, and a spring secured to
the block and provided with a coil or loop
{ through which the line also extends, and by

which ‘the line is clamped firmly and reli-
ably against said bridge, substantially as de-
sceribed.

3. A clothes-line fastener and holder, com-
prising a block or member suitably supported,

provided with a perforation and a communi-

cating passage or groove to receive the line,
and a spring secured to and underlying the
block and provided with a curved or bent arm
bearing against the face of the block and pro-
vided at its ends with a coil or loop, through
which the line also extends, and by which the
line is clamped firmly against the face of the
block, substantially as described.

4. A clothes-line fastener and holder, com-
prising a block or member suitably supported,
and provided with a forwardly-projecting eye

or loop, a perforation, and a communicating

passage or groove to receive the line, and a
spring secured to the block and provided with
a spring-arm having a coil or loop through
which the line also extends, and by which the
line is clamped firmly against the block, sub-
stantially as described. |

5. A clothes-line fastener and holder, com-
prising a block suitably supported and pro-
vided with a T-shaped projection, a head for
said projection extending transversely,and a
second block having a line attached, pro-
vided with an elongated opening or slot,
through which the stem of said T-shaped pro-
jection extends, said slot or opening extend-
ing at an angle to the head of said projec-
tion, substantially as desecribed. _

6. A clothes-line fastener and holder, com-
prising a block suitably supported and pro-
vided with a T-shaped projection, a head for
said projection extending transversely, a sec-
ond block having a line attached, provided
with an elongated opening or slot, through
which the stem of said T-shaped projection
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extends, said slot or opening extendingatan

angle to the head of said projection, and an
angle-plate secured to the first-named block
and embracing one edge and the face of the
slotted bracket, substantially as deseribed.
- In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses. ..

- EDGAR R. JONES:

Witnesses: -

M. R. REMLEY,
H. C. RODGERS.
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