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To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known thatI, JoHN H. NELSON, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Atlantie,
in the county of Cass and State of Iowa, have

s invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Reservoirs for Brooms; and 1 do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-

ro pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had tothe accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

Heretofore a vessel adapted to contain wa- |
15 ter has been permanently combined with the

wooden head of a brush that served as a wa-
ter-tight bottom for the vessel and a false bot-

. tom provided with tubes to convey water fixed
in the vessel in a plane above the wooden

20 fixed bottom; but in no instance has a de-

tachable vessel or fountain been provided |

with a plurality of water-distributing tubes

in such a manner that they would not pene-

trate the broom or so constructed and posi-
25 tioned as to cause water to drip upon the top
and covered portion of the hurlin the broom
to be by capillary attraction evenly distrib-
uted to the broom-corn straw,as contemplated
by my invention. ' |
30 My objectistosaturate the'straw ina broom
as required to keep the s{raw moist to pre-
vent it from breaking while in use for sweep-
ing a floor and also to sufficiently therewith
sprinkle and wet the surface to be swept, so

35 as to prevent dust from rising.
My invention consists in the broom attach-

ment hereinafter set forth, pointed outin my

claims, and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

40 Figure 1l shows my attachment detachably
connected with a broom as required for prac-
tical use. Kig.2 is a side view showing part
of the reservoir broken away and the bottom
thereof, to which are fixed tubes adapted to

45 distribute water, so as to prevent the water
from being directed to the outside straws of
the broom by the bottom edge of the wall of
the reservoir. Fig. 3 is a plan view of the
bottom of the reservoir,showing the positions

5o of the distributing-tubes relative to the cir-

"

the broom is 1n use.

f and allow the bottom edge of the reservoir 85

cumference andedge of the wall that extends
below the bottom of the reservoir.

Theletter A designates the water-reservolr,
and B a broom of common form. An open-
ended tapering tube fis fixed in the top and 55
bottom of the reservoir A and adapted to ad-

mit the broom-handle to be passed upward

therethrough, so as to allow the bottom edge
of the wall of the reservoir to engage the out-
side straws of a broom, as shown in Fig. 1. 60
Atthetopof thetube f are fixed spring-clasps
b, adapted to engage the broom-handle and
normally fasten the reservoir to the broom.

g is the closed bottom of the reservoir Aat
some space above the bottom edge of the res- 63
ervoir-wall. Small tubes a are fixed to the
bottom ¢ at some distance from the wall of
the reservoir that extends below the fixed bot-
tom g. These tubes communicate with the
interior of the reservoir by means of perfo- 7o
rations e in the bottom ¢, that allow water to
percolate therethrough and direct upon the
straw of the broom, through which it will be
distributed by capillary attraction to all por-
tions of the straw in the broom, and conse- 75
quently cannot run down over the outside
straws to fall therefrom in large drops while

d is a screw-capped opening at the top of
the reservoir, through which water and airare 3o
admitted.

To apply the fountain or attachment to a
broom, I simply pass the end of the broom-
handle upward through the open-ended tube

that extends below the fixed bottom g to rest
upon the exterior and top portions of the
straws in the broom. The spring-clasps bat
the top of the tube f will retain the attach-

‘ment stationary on the broom, and the tubes go

a, that extend below the fixed bottom ¢ and
communicate with the interior of the reser-
voir, will distribute sufficient water there-
from and through the broom while the broom
is used for sweeping to moisten the straw in 95
thebroom and the duston the floor,so that dust
will not rise to annoy the operator and to at-
fect the respiration and health of the sweeper.
Having described my invention and its op-

| eration, its utility is obvious, and what I 1oo
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