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To all whom it may concers:

Be it known that I, IRA JESSEMAN, of Lis-
bon, inthe county of Grafton and State of New
Hampshire, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Hammock-Chairs, of
which the following is a specification. |

This invention relates to improvements in
hammock-chairs, and hasfor its principal ob-
ject to produce a chair which will be so sus-
pended as to have an easy nndulating motion
whenswung,and one which willautomatically
adjust itself so as to support all parts of the
body and conform to it at various positions.
This myimproved hammock-chair isdesigned
to be suspended from the under side of a pi-
azza-roof, from an independent and portable
framework, or from any similar and conven-
lent place.

In thefollowing description I shall deseribe
my improved hammock-chair as being sus-
pended from the ander side of a plazza-roof.

The invention is carried out substantially
as illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
well-known and mechanically-equivalent de-
vices being understood to be included within
the scope of my invention.

On the drawings, Figare 1 represents a per-
spective view of my improved hammock-chair.
Fig. 2 represents a plan view of my improved
chair when extended to a flat position, show-
ing its construction when consisting of a se-
ries of slats flexibly hinged together. Fig. 3

represents a cross-section on the line A B in

Fig. 2. Fig. 4 represents a perspective view
of my improved hammoeck-chair in its duplex
form and showing the same construction of
canvas or other textile fabric.
Similarcharacters of referencerefer tosimi-
lar parts wherever they occur on the differ-
ent parts of the drawings. o
The body of my improved chair 1s made
flexible either by counstructing it from a se-
ries of slats 1 1, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3,
or by constructing it from canvas or other
textile fabric 2, as shown in Fig. 4. When
slats are used, eachslat has itsedges hinged to
thenextslatin theseries, preferably by means
of the cords 3 3, which cords are arranged
at the ends of the slats and pass above and
below the sdme, so as to flexibly connect them

| should be so connected, as they might be con-

nected by any other suitable flexible connec-
tion, if so desired. The cords 3 may be ex-
tended beyond each end of the series of slats
and form the respective supporting-cords 4
and 5, or other cords may be attached thereto
and form said supporting cords, it so desired.
It will thus be seen that there are two sup-
porting-cords at each end of the body of the
hammock-chair., Thesecords 4 4 and 5 5 are
each adapted to be attached to the under side
6 of the roof of the piazza at separate places
by the respective screw-eyes or staples 77
and 88, substantially as shown. These screw-
eyes 7 and 8 are a distance from each other
determined substantially by the heightof the
roof 6 of the piazza from the floor of the pi-
azza and by the length of the series of slats
used in the body of the chair.

This hammock-chairis provided on itssides,
intermediate its ends, with two more support-
ing-cords 9 9 on either side of the chair, which
cords are each adapted to be attached to the
under side 6 of the roof of the plazza at sepa-
rate places by the screw-eyes or staples 10 10,
which screw-eyes are preferably substantially
in a plane passing through the screw-eyes 7
and 8; but they may be slightly above or be-
low said plane, if sodesired. Thescrew-eyes
10 10 are preferably a greater distance apart
than the width of the chair at the place where
the cords 9 9 are attached, so that the cords
9 9 diverge as they extend upward. This
tends to prevent sidewise movement of the
chair when swung.

The cords 4, 5, and 9 are provided with the
respective hooks 11, 12, and 13, by which
they are detachably attached to their respec-
tive serew-eyes 7, 8, and 10. Sald cords pass
through eyes in their hooks and return upon
themselves, being provided with the respec-
tive clamps 14, 15, and 16, or suitable friction
devices, substantially as shown, by which the
distance between the screw-eyes 7, 3, and 10
and the body of the chair, or, in other words,
the length of the supporting-cords 4, 5, and
9, may be adjusted and held in their adjusted
positions. ~

By the use of the clamps 14, 15, and 16 I
am able to raise or lower any part of the body

together; but it is not essential that they | of the chair by adjusting the length of the
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supporting-cords and cause the body of the |

chair to assume substantially the form shown
on the drawings, and can also vary that form
to suit the person desiring to occupy the ehair.

- By supporting the chair by the six cords
arranged in three pairs, as shown and de-

- scribed, and attaching them to the piazza-
~ roof at six different places, I am able to pro-

1o
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duce an easy undulating movement to the
flexible body of the chair when the chair is
swung forward and backward by the move-
ments of a person within it.

It will be understood that the supporting-

cords 9 9 may be permanently secured to the
desired slat intermediate the end slats of the
series of slats constituting the chair proper,
or said cords may be so arranged as to be
shifted from one intermediate slat to another

~intermediate slat, and I have shown one of

20

the constructions which I may employ to be
able to quickly adjust the connection of the
cords 9 9 from one to another of the interme-
diate slats.

-number of the intermediate slats of the series
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with notches or recesses 17 at either end of
the slat and attach the cords 9 9 to an aux-
iliary slat 18, so that the distance between the
cords on the auxiliary slat will be substan-

- tially equal to the distance between the bot-
toms of the notehes on each of the interme-

diate slats. If itisdesired to adjust the-cords

from one intermediate slat to another, it will

be understood that it is only necessary to
raise one side of the body of the chair, so as
to cant the intermediate slats, which will
cause the cords 9 9 to leave the notches with-
in which they have beeunresting, and the body

~of the chair will be free to be moved, so as to

bring the notches in the desired intermediate
slatinto position to receive the cords 9 9, when
the chair is allowed to resume its natural po-
sition. The cords 9 9 may be two independ-
ent cords, or they may be made of one cord, as
shown on the drawings, and pass lengthwise
of the auxiliary slat beneath it and extend up
through perforations 19 19 in said slat, sub-
stantially as shown in Tig. 3.

In Fig. 4 I have illustrated my improved
hammock-chair in its duplex form, arranged
so that two persons may swing in the chair
and face in opposite directions. I have also
shown it as having the body portions made of
canvas or other textile fabric. In this con-
struction there are preferably three cords 9 9
9 used, which are connected at their lower
ends to an elongated slat 20, extending across
both bodies of the chairs, which slat acts to
couple the chairs together, so that they will
movein unison when swinging. If the bodies
of the chairs are made of canvas or textile
material, they are preferably provided at the
ends with the slats 21 and 22, to which the
respective supporting-cords 4 and 5 arve at-
tached. 'These slats act as spreaders to pre-
vent the bodies of the chair from sagging or
collapsing when a person is in the chair.

In this construction I providea -

636,669

By using a flexible body to the chair with
three sets of supporting-cords to support it,
each cord attached at a separate and inde-
pendent place on the under side of the roof

of the piazza or other object from which the

chair is hung, the chair swings from three

separate fulera, and therebyI am able to ob-
tain a very easy undulating movement to the
chair, which is very pleasing to the person
occupying it, and at the same time the flexi-

75

bility of the body of the chair causes it to ad-

just itself so as to support all parts of the
person using it. By providing means where-
by the length of the supporting-cords are va-

ried and whereby the intermediate cords are

capable of being attached to any one of a

number of the intermmediate slats forming the

body of the chair I am able to readily and
easily adjust the inelination of the chair to
sult its occupant. |

30

Having thus fully described the nature,

construction, and operation of my invention,

Iwishtosecure by Letters Patent and claim—

1. In a hammock-chair, a body composed
of a series of slats with their edges hinged to
the next slat in the series-a plarality of the

Intermediate slats notched at either end, sup-

porting-cords at ¢ither end of said body, and
a supporting-cord on either side of said body
adapted to rest within the notches in said in-
fermediate slats, said cords to De attached at
independent and separate places on the sup-
port from which the chair is hung, whereby

the chair will swing from three indencndent

and separate fulera and the inclination of the

body of the chair may be varied to suit the

user, for the purpose set forth,

2. Inahammock-chair, a flexible body, sup-
porting-cords at either end of said body, a
supporting-cord attached toeither side of said
body intermediate its ends, and adjusting-
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clamps on said cords to adjust or vary the

length of each cord independent of the other
cords, said cord to be attached to independ-

{ ent and separate places on the support from

which the chair is hung, whereby the chair
will swing from three independent and sepa-
rate fulera and the inclination and shape of
the body of the chair may be varied, for the
purpose set forth.

3. Inahammock-chair, a flexible body, sup-
porting-cords attached at their lower ends to

the ends and intermediate the ends of said

body, substantially as desecribed, said cords
attached at their upper ends to separate and
independent places in the same horizontal
plane on the support from which the chair is
hung, whereby the chair will swing from three
separate fulera in the same horizontal plane,
for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

IRA JESSEMAN.

Witnesses:
C. A, WELLS,
A. A, WOOLSON.
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